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ATU Students, the
Heartbeat of our

Un|VS|ty

tlantic Technological
-z S University (ATU) recently

celebrated its second
birthday as a Technological
University. ATU has established
itself as a university that
prioritises students, creating a
community environment where
students feel empowered,
supported, and inspired to reach
their full potential academically,
personally, and professionally.

ATU Sligo graduate Zoe Clarke
excelled while studying the
Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in
Accounting. Zoe received the
highest mark in Ireland for her
Advanced Financial Management
(AFM) exam and placed 8th in the
world overall.

Mark Earle, a fourth year
student in Sport and Exercise
Science at ATU Galway City, was
driven by his passion for sports
when he chose ATU in his CAO
options. His work placement with
Connacht Rugby has been
instrumental in setting him up for
success to achieve his ambition to
work in Athletic Performance,
Strength and Conditioning at the
elite sports level when he
graduates.

Joseph McGrenra is a graduate
of ATU Donegal’s Civil
Engineering degree programme.
Joseph's academic prowess was
recognised when he was awarded
the prestigious Institution of

CAO Applicants

Structural Engineers (IStructE)
Student Technician prize for his
final year project.

ATU students and graduates
such as Zoe, Joseph and Mark are
the lifeblood and heartbeat of the
university. Offering a student-
centered and inclusive learning
environment, the primary purpose
of the university is to educate and
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empower students, developing
future leaders, encouraging social
and cultural development.
Supported by the inclusive
student support services and
welcoming campus cultures
across the nine university
campuses, students feel valued,
respected, and supported
regardless of their background,

identity or ability.

ATU is not only a university, it
is a community that promotes
collaboration and active
participation, with a strong
emphasis on maintaining
connections with our alumni,
creating a lifelong network of
supports and opportunities.

The future is here.

Graduation 2023
- see page 3

MFﬁ :

Tips to Thrive at

University - see page 8

Become a Student

Ambassador
-see page 9

- .

ATU Sports Scholarship
applications are now
open - see page 48
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New Building Developments at ATU

TU pridesitself onits
commitment to
providing world-class

facilitiesto its students and
researchers, with a strong focus
on delivering practical and
applied programmes. To achieve
this, the university is
undertaking several projects
aimed at expanding its capacity,
improving its facilities, and
reducing its carbon footprint.

A €4 million enhancement
project is ongoing to update
accessibility and improve
energy efficiency and
decarbonisation across our
campuses. Multiple expansion
projects are underway for
facilities, including the
provision of additional
apprenticeship places across our
campuses. Applications have
also been submitted to the
government for ATU to build
purpose-built student
accommodation.

ATU Galway-Mayo

*Plans are progressing for a new
4,100m2, three-storey building
inATU Gaway that will
provide the addition of aliving
laboratory encompassing cross-
disciplinary facilities focused on
sustainability and adigital
technology suite, including
classrooms.

* A new 5,500m2 STEM
building for ATU Galway City,
Dublin will cater for the
growing number of students
studying Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM)
courses. Building is hoped to
commence in 2025.

* The €3.2m CREW Credtive
Enterprise and Innovation Hub
opened in April to support start-
up and early-stage companiesin
the creative industries.
Enterprise space, collaboration
areas and event space for 150
entrepreneursisavailablein
areas such as game
development, animation,
immersive technology, content
cregtion and digital design.

ATU Donegal

* The Letterkenny Regiona
Sports-Activity Hub project is at
planning permission stage. The
project will seethe creation of a
high-quality, multi-pitch sports
facility and community hub. The
project will deliver multiple
sport pitches, a centrally located
pavilion building and a sports
dome. A walking trail loop,
informal cross-country route,
children’s play park and other
amenitieswill also beincluded.
The project is currently awaiting
planning approval.

* Progressis being made on the
new Library, IT and Genera
Education Building for the

L etterkenny Campus. The
impressive campus extension is
expected to commence in Early
2025.

* Plans are underway for a
1,400m?2 office block on the

L etterkenny campus that will
provide office accommodation
for agrowing workforce with
additional capacity for the
expansion of post-graduate
research and industry tenants.
The project isat preliminary
business case and briefing stage.
*A design team has been
appointed for an Ocean
Innovation Centre at the ATU
Donegal Killybegs campus will
be aflagship rural regeneration
stimulus to develop ablue
economy hub of enterprise,
innovation, applied research,
commercialisation and learning.

ATU Sligoand ATU St
Angelas

* A brand new teaching gym will
be constructed this summer for
use by health science and
business and sport programmes.
* The Yeats Academy of Arts,
Design and Architecture
department redevelopment is
now complete. The latest block
includes two brand new black
box performance theatres, new
specialist art and design studios
and classroom space.

* The central campus 3,700m2

Library, IT and General Education Building, ATU Donegal

four-storey extension opened in
January. It includes state-of -the-
art computing, science and
research laboratories, including
anew |SO Grade 8 cleanroom.
* The recently opened €2.2m
AIM Centre playsacrucia role
in ensuring manufacturing
innovation, competitiveness,

and creating high-quality jobsin

theregion.

* The new PEM Technology
Gateway facility offersan ATU
hub of industry-focused RD& |
servicesin precision
engineering, manufacturing,
materials technologies, and
innovation.

St. Angela’s College joins Atlantic Technological University

1 November 2023 was truly amomentous day for St. Angela's
College with their formal incorporation into Atlantic Technological
University (ATU), joining one of the largest multi-campus

universitiesin Ireland.

Originally founded in 1952 by the Ursuline Order, St. Angelas
College was based on the legacy of the campus namesake, Angela
Merici (1474-1540) whose trailblazing legacy wasto provide
education to women in their homes and communities, a pioneering

effort of thetime.

Thefirst group of St. Angela's students began their studiesin 1952,
in the discipline we now know as Home Economics Education.
Today, the College aso offers Nursing, Health Sciences and
Disahility Studies. Over 70 yearslater, St. Angela's has reached
another milestone as they continue to offer arange of education
programmes, from certificate to PhD level, spanning acrossadiverse
range of disciplinesto meet local, regiona, and national demand.

Now, as one of nine ATU campuses, ATU St Angelaswill bring a
wedlth of expertise and research asaresult of thisincorporation,
making Sligo atruly unique student destination asone of Irdand’'s

thriving university towns.

Available Places

Available Places (also known as Vacant
Places) are places on programmes that are
unfilled after offers areissued. Available
Places presents an opportunity for
applicants to start university this September,
particularly for those who are unhappy with
their offer, didn’t get an offer, have changed
circumstances, or smply have just changed
their mind about what they would like to
study sincethey first applied. ATU will
publish programmes that have vacant places
on atu.ie/available-places and on the CAO
from Thursday 29th August at 12 noon.
New and existing applicants can apply
through the CAO application process.
Follow us on social mediafor more
information.

Campus Tours

ATU campustours areided for applicants
who are considering a programme at ATU or
who would like to see the campuses, explore
the facilities, and discover more about our
programmes. If you would like to book a
campus tour visit atu.ie/cao for more
information.

Alternative Maths

Assessment

ATU will offer an alternative maths
assessment to applicants who did not get
the required results in the Leaving
Certificate to satisfy the maths entry
requirements on our programmes. This will
include a two-week Enabling Maths
programme or aternatively an independent
mathematics examination (one set at
Honours Level and one at Ordinary Level).
Both options will take placein late
August/early September at multiple ATU
campus locations and online. These
initiatives aim to provide applicants with a
“second chance” opportunity to achieve the
minimum mathematics entry requirements
for their chosen ATU programme. To
register for your place, please visit
atu.ie/mathsexam. If mathsis not your
strong point, don’t worry, ATU offer |ots of
programmes that do not require any form of
maths as an entry requirement. Check out
the entry requirement information on our
prospectus or website. You can also contact
cao@atu.ie to help you identify some
suitable programme options.

Summer Camps

Atlantic Technologica University isdelighted
to offer summer camps acrossATU this June
in coding, robotics, game design, and
entrepreneurship. For more information and
to register vigit atu.ie/summercamps

Taster Days

Secondary schoolsfrom al over our region
visited our campusesto take part in Taster
Days across|ots of programme subjectsthis
year. These days give secondary school
students the chance to start considering which
area of further study might be for them. The
students engaged with ATU academics,
technicians and studentsin various
workshops, from lecture theatres to hands-on
lab experiments. They enjoyed soaking up the
university atmosphere on the day and
discovering each campus they visited.
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GRADUATION 2023

Oa 5,300 graduands were conferred with
TU awards between our autumn and spring
conferring ceremonies acrossATU. Our
conferring ceremonies are such a proud day for our
graduates and everyone who supported and assisted
them in their efforts along the way, from their
families and friendsto ATU lecturers and support
staff. We look forward to keeping in touch with our
alumni and following all their future successes.

First DB in west and
northwest

ATU has launched a unique practice-based
Doctorate of Business Administration (DBA),
offering the highest level of management
qualification. Demonstrating the scale and
impact of the new university, ATU’s Faculty
of Business offers this new flexible four-year
DBA programme that meets exceptional
academic standards. A DBA programmeis
suited to leaders and innovators seeking to
develop deep expertise and critical analytical
skills, equipping them with the knowledge to
address serious complex organisational
challenges. atu.ie/dba

Always ATU

A

Always

™ -

onnecte

#ATUAIumnI|

The ATU Alumni Network is more than 50
years in the making, drawing from our four
legacy institutions, with a potential network of
over 100,000 people that includes graduates,
students, staff and those people and
organisations who have collaborated with the
university. Visit atu.ie/alumni for more
information and to connect with the network.

Alumni Scholarship

The ATU Alumni Office is committed to
fostering strong aumni connections,
endeavouring to serve as a valued educational
partner throughout the lifetime of its alumni.
As part of this, ATU isdelighted to offer a
20% fee reduction for ATU Alumni enrolling
in taught masters programmes.

Visit atu.ie/alumni/scholarship for more.

Leaving Certificate Revision

ATU was delighted to host a combination of
online and on-campus Leaving Certificate
Revision Classes since March for Accounting,
French, Computer Science, History and
Physics. Everyone at ATU wishes al students
sitting state exams in 2024 the very best of
luck.
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Seeing the Light with
TEDX

Open Days at ATU

-

“Seeing the Light” was the theme at the TEDx
event held in ATU Donegal in February, where
ATU celebrated the big ideas of innovative
minds and forward thinkers. Thirteen speakers
shared inspiring talks and captivating
performances that illuminated new perspectives
and sparked transformative thoughts.

ore than 10,000 prospective students attended Open Days acrossATU this academic year. Eventswere held on al campuseson
multiple occasions which started on October 4th at the ATU Mountbellew campus and ended with avirtua event withATU St

Angelas on May 16th. Thanks to everyone who came to meet with our staff and students, discover our academic programmes and
student supports, and get ataste of student life on campus.

Excellence in education and training partnership with HSE

Simon Harris, as Minister for Further and Higher  service devel opment, addressing health
Education, Research, Innovation and Science, inequalities, excellence in education and training,
launched anew partnership between ATU andthe  collaboration in research and innovation, and
Hedth Service Executive (HSE) in January. stakeholder engagement.

The memorandum of understanding between ATU works closely with the HSE on many

ATU and the HSE isaimed at advancing programmes in areas such as nursing, hedlth
education, skills development, research and sciences, socia sciences and clinical

innovation to build a hedthier future. Strategic measurement physiology degrees at both
priorities of the partnership include regional undergraduate and postgraduate levels.

ATU Global Village

Technological

. ATU host VEX IQ robotics
competition

ATU hosted the VEX |Q Roboticsregiond finals
on our campusesin Galway, Donega and Sligo.
Participating primary and secondary schools
design and build arobot to play with other teams
in agame-based engineering challenge. The
competition includes awards for excellence,
teamwork, driving and coding skills.

i ol .
To celebrate Culture Week, the ATU Global team hosted a Global  :
Village on the ATU Sligo campus. Students travelled from all ATU ¢
campuses to represent different nationalities and presented mouth-
watering international cuisines, captivating music and engaging
games. The Traditional Outfit Competition showcased our

students heritage and creativity and an open photo booth on the

day helped capture the vibrancy of the event.

SciFest at Atlantic TU
sz %3,

ATU students and apprentices victorious in six categories at =
Worldskills Ireland 2023 _ | :

ATU won an incredible six categories at the
2023 Worldskills National Fina in categories
such asElectrica Ingtallations, Carpentry,
Joinery, Toolmaking, Digital Infrastructure and
Cabinet Making. ATU students competed
against over 160 finadistsin the 2023
Worldskills Ireland (WSI) event which took
placein the RDS Dublin last September.
Attended by over 30,000 visitors, the
competition inspires the next generation of
skilled young peopleto follow their passions,
interests, and talents to secure their futures.

Second-level students participated in SciFest in
Gdway City, Sligo and Donegal acrossApril and
May. SciFestislreland’s largest second-level
STEM fair programme. It takes placelocaly,
regiondly and nationaly. The event isinclusive
and freeto enter.
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ATU hands second award to 60th BT
Young Scientist & Technology winner

he ATU

sponsored award

for the "Best use
of technology for
sharing understanding
of asubject or issue" at
the 60th BT Young
Scientist & Technology
Exhibition was claimed
by Sedn O'Sullivan
from Coléiste Chiarin,
Croom, Co Limerick,
who went on to become
thisyears overall winner
at thefour day event.
Sean's project explored
the development of Al
to exposeif awriter is
using software such as
ChatGPT.

-

More than 70 submissions were received from
budding entrepreneurial students acrossATU
ahead of the Enterprise Ireland Student
Entrepreneur Awards.

As part of an awareness campaign for the
awards, ATU hosted a separate competition with a
prize fund of €3150 available for successful
applicants. The competition prizes were

Thereisno one sizefitsdl when it comesto
teaching or ng students. ATU is committed to
the principles of Universal Design for Learning
(UDL), which requiresamove away from teaching
methods based heavily on lectures and textsto
methods that build partnerships and community,
focus on engagement and relevance, and
demondtrate flexibility.

Students are assessed in avariety of ways so that
they can demondtrate their learning in amanner
conducive to them. The academic staff are provided
with many opportunities to embed the principles of

ot

L

L4

generously sponsored by Local Enterprise Offices
of Donegal, Sligo, Mayo and Galway; N-TUTOR
and EU Green.

The Enterprise Ireland Student Entrepreneur
awards and winners will be announced in June.
Good luck to al ATU students involved where an
incredible first place prize of €10,000 could be

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Learning

ST P

UDL intheir teaching and assessment Strategies.
ATU students are reaping the benefits of the ATU
commitment to an inclusive approach to learning.
ATU’swork in the UDL space was recognised in
November 2022 as recipients of the John Kelly
Award for Universal Design in Further and Higher
Education. ATU's commitment to ongoing

excellencein learning, teaching and assessment was ¢

further recognised this year with ATU Galway-
Mayo, School of Science chemistry team winning a
DELTA award. Such innovative practice hasa
positive impact on student engagement.

Sustainable Fashion Showcase

. AT

Atlantic Technological University materials for participating post-

(ATU) has been working closely with  primary schools, ATU has played an

Junk Kouture, the internationally activerolein supporting Junk

renowned sustainable fashion Kouture”.

competition, for many years. ATU is ATU looks forward to showcasing

proud of the numerous graduateswho  the university's commitment to

work, lead, and drive the Junk design and crestive excellence by

Kouture vision and mission. continuing to build on that
FionaKelly, Market Engagement relationship to foster adeep

Marketing Manager at ATU, said, collaboration. ATU will offer schools

"Through collaborative projects, such  and students in our region expert

asdesigning the awards presented at =~ guidance support, with our design

the Junk Kouture World Finalsin and cresgtive academic teams, as

Abu Dhabi last year and again in schools engage with this crestive

Monaco this year, the attendance by Junk Kouture platform to actively

our creative teams with displays at engage in this climate change

the Junk Kouture finals, and the initiative. Contact cao@atu.ie for

recycling of promotional marketing more information.

ATU partner with Sea Sessions Surf and
Music Festival for 2024 Surf Open

TheAtlantic Technological University partnership with Sea Sessions Surf and
Music Festival will return thisyear for the third consecutive year in Bundoran,
Co Donegd. The ATU Surf Open will be hosted by surfing’s Nationa
Governing Body Irish Surfing and will see the best male and female surferson
theidand compete againgt top international surfers from the likes of Australia,
France, and the UK.

Thisfestival brings together the unique lifestyle aspects of Music, Surf, Sports
and much more into their annual three day event. This year the music lineup
includes Cian Durcot, Johnny Marr, BLK, and Jake Bugg. The ATU Volleyball
Society will host the Beach Volleyball and Ultimate Frisbee competition which
will run alongside other beach-based sports such as soccer, tag rugby, and yoga.
While the skating and BM Xing display will no doubt prove apopular attraction
againthisyesr.

Dr OrlaFHynn, President of ATU added, “We are excited about this
partnership as Sea Sessions attracts up to 10,000 young people annually and
promoting culture, sport and the arts scenein our region isimportant to our
university. The ATU Surf Open isachanceto experiencethe Atlantic and dl its
power, naturally fitting with the vision for Atlantic TU.”
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Hello ATU,
How Are You?

ATU recently took part in
the Mental Health Ireland
“HELLO, How AreYou?’
campaign again this year.
The purpose of the
campaign isto tackle the
lack of connection or

ATU Applicant News - Summer 2024

EU Green
Sustainability

Are you aware of
Togetherall?

. Equality, Diversity
-and Inclusion at ATU

he Equality, Diversity and networks such AURA LGBTQ+ Staff and
: Inclusion (EDI) Team acrossATU Allies Network and working groups such
: has been busy promoting and

: _ as arace equality working group, to
: supporting arange of events across the enhance EDI efforts acrossATU. The EDI
+ year including International Women's

: _ office has also provided training for staff
+ Day, International Men's Day, on areas such as disability awareness,
+ International Day of Persons with

He ll o

ENGAGE

culture of connection and
support on campus. The
events held acrossATU

LISTEN LEARN

HELLO

OPTIONS

Say Hello Engage Actively Give time
campuses hel ped spread and ask with the listen Bb to talk

positivity and support, they How are person to the 0 through
included breakfast you? person options
mornings, campus pre feeling

. . : trans inclusivity, pronouns, unconscious
e | Dihiics ComgOu Doy Blak b el ampionran
individuals to ask how conversation and action by : History Month, Active Aging Week, and adiversity and inclusion masterclass.

+ World Mental Health Day, 16 Days of

: Activism against Gender Based Violence,

+ World AIDS Day and Menopause

: Awareness Day. awareness campaigns, workshops and
The EDI team has helped establish training took place.

ATU Library

TheATU Library supports
research, teaching and learning in
al libraries across the nine ATU
campus locations. The multi-
campus library team provides
dynamic support in the evolving
library space. ATU students and
staff have accessto almost
230,000 physical books, 270,000
e-books and over 70,000 e- many book displays and
journds. In additionto over 1100  exhibitionsto provide a
newspapers, 80 databasesand 170  welcoming space for our diverse

An EDI roadshow took place between
February and March to visit all nineATU
campuses where a series of talks,

othersarefeeling. ATU is
committed to fostering a

signposting to local supports
and services.

facilities, alongside unique
historical collections, while aso
acquiring awide range of new
online scholarly resourcesto
enable equity for all ATU
students and steff.

TheATU library offersaquiet,
mindful and inclusive space for
students and staff whereit holds

ATU students have access to Togetherall —an
online community that is clinically moderated
by mental health professionals and offers
students a safe and anonymous place to
express their thoughts, concerns, and
triumphs. Resources are FREE for studentsto
use and are available 24/7, 365 days a year.
Students can draw strength and insights from
peers who have real lived experiences, as well
as access arange of self-directed, clinically
validated tools to promote positive mental

ATU isamember of the EU GREEN

health and wellbeing. Togetherall provides European University Alliance, and hosted an “b'lr'?mrgg‘?lljlﬁray team has |5rt1L(j:Idue(rjl|t n?cBllsatglif Iﬁ?:tg;; Month
relevant courses such as Managing Stress & international workshop focusing on ensured continued integration and  International Women's Day, and
Worry, | mprove youpS ecp, Balance your Engagement for Sustainable Societies and accessibility acrossthe university  the LGBTQ+ community.
Thinking, Stop Procrastinating and many Economiesin March. of existing resources and atu.iglibrary '
more. ATU collaborates with eight other '
universities from Spa| n, France, |ta|y, =] =70 To M LR R LR R P PR PP TRS

Romania, Sweden, Germany, and Portugal in

ATU achieved Athena the EU GREEN Alliance, to form a'super An Ghaeilge in OTA
campus' with more than 158,000 students and ] ; o o i ) ) o o
SWAN Bronze Legacy 18,000 staff. With a shared commitment to Atlantic Technological University (ATU), Ollscoil Teicneolaiochta  compliance with our language obligations under the Official
responsible growth, inclusive education, and an Atlantaigh (OTA) asgeeilge, is ded |gh_ted to have appointed an LanguagesAct. o .
ATU students on campus located beside the Sudent Centre which is home to our health, counselling and chaplaincy services. Award environmental stewardship, these universities Irish Language Development Officer. This displays our Orlaith Ni Mheachair, Oifigeach Forbartha Gaeilge added “ Ta

commitment to enhancing and nurturing the community of Irish
speakers and culture throughout our nine campus locations. 80% of
the Irish speaking population in Ireland is based within the ATU
region, asaresult, we are passionate about helping develop the
Irish Language in ATU and the wider community whilst ensuring

pobail Ghadlacha & gcruthtl agus & geothti ar fud na gcampais uilig
agustamuid ag stil go mar cur leis sin sna blianta ataromhainn.
Idir ranganna comhrd, imeachtal neeamhfhoirmedlta, an Cumann
Gaelach, 6caidi dnétheangacha agus neart eile - taan Ghaellge faoi
bhléth in OTA agus spas ann do chach!”

have come together under the banner of EU
GREEN to amplify their impact and drive
positive change.

More details on EU GREEN can be found at
WWW.eugreen.eu.

The Athena SWAN Charter isatool for
addressing gender challenges and ensuring
that practices and policies do not disadvantage
any staff member or student. The charter
supports cultural and behavioural change, not
just around gender equality but around
equality and diversity in al itsforms.

In October 2022, ATU was awarded the
Athena Swan Legacy Award, atestament to
our commitment to gender equality and

the last year. Our nursing service is complimented by an onsite GP :
service on four of our campuses. Our student health, wellbeing :
project officers and pastoral care teams run several sessionsand  :
events targeting students' physical, mental, and spiritual wellbeing :
throughout the year. :

The wellbeing of our studentsis of utmost importance to ATU.
Within the last academic year, we have expanded our counselling
service, resulting in over 1,000 students receiving one-to-one
counselling sessions, for up to six occasions. Each of our nursing
teams facilitated approximately 2,500 student appointments over

Sustainability at ATU

: ATU iscommitted to creating a more sustainable future for the broader community and

WAVE Project : Autism Friendly

Students and staff at Atlantic Technological University (ATU) & AslAm acknowledged ATU’s Prideis an opportunity for

donned odd socks to commemorate World Down Syndrome : commitment to providing an diversity. This award recognises the people from the LGBTQ+ reducing its carbon footprint across all campuses. ATU Mayo was the first Institute of
Day and raise awareness for the university's Project WAV E { inclusive learni ng environment foundational work undertaken by our previous community and their dliesto Technology to be awarded the Green Flag in 2011, and other ATU campuses have
(Working towards Academic and Vocationa Equity). ATU * by recognising ATU Sligo as Institutes and the University’s plans to embed cometogether to celebrate achieved the prestigious award since then.

Project WAVE provides individuals with intellectual ! Irddand'sfirst Autism Friendly equality at its heart. AN ATU Self-Assessment sexual and gender diversity Energy efficiency and decarbonisation projects are underway acrossATU facilitiesto
disabilities the opportunity : Technol ogica University IRELAND'S AUTISN CHARITY Team has been established with aremit of and support their LGBTQ+ meet government energy and decarbonisation targets which plan for a51% reduction in
to attend college with a o : campusin December 2022. ATU overseeing theimplementation of the Gender friends and colleagues. greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and net zero by 2050. _ _
comprehensive programme, ‘*;‘,;;‘ ! isworking towards achieving the same accolade for all campuses. Action Plan, ensuring the embedding of the Shortly after the formation of Our canteens are committed to eliminating single-use items on campus and improving

addressing students' social,

academic, and vocational v ,/\ PAT H
&

needs: Visit arry.ie/wave for '’ Programme for Access
more information. @ to Higher Education

principles of Athena Swan throughout the
institution, and preparing for the University's
first Bronze Award submission in 2025.

ATU, LGBTQ+ staff and
allies came together to form
the AURA Network. The
Equality, Diversion and
Inclusion (EDI) Team has

¢ Our neurodiverse student body has access to disability officers,
. inclusion support workers, occupational therapy, bespoke learning
: support, quiet spaces, assistive technologists and assistance

+ securing employment after third level.

: waste recycling and compost levels.

«  Sustainable transport choices are promoted amongst staff and students to encourage the
use of public transport and
car sharing. Electric vehicle
charging services, electric

International Day of Persons with Disabilities

g

ATU celebrated International Day of Persons with Disabilities on December 3rd with
training for staff and students to develop a better understanding of the key issues

facing students and staff with disabilities. Thisyear’s theme was ‘ United in action to
rescue and achieve the Sustainable Devel opment Goals for, with and by persons with
disabilities.” Thisfollowed the Public Appointments Service hosting an online
Disability Allyship Town Hall with Sinéad Burke, to actively support peoplewho are  :
temporarily or permanently disabled, and make the public sector more welcoming and ¢
inclusive for everyone. :

Period Promise

ATU Healthy Campus coordinator Yvonne
Kennedy and the Equality, Diversion and
Inclusion Office (EDI) launched a new
initiative, Period Promise. The Period Promise
campaign aims to provide free period
productsin al ATU campuses; provide eco-
friendly, toxin free and ethically sourced
period care; and create a period positive
culturein al ATU campuses.

supported the network to
ensure that ATU was
represented at al Pride events
in our region. Over the past
year, ATU hasingtalled
rainbow walkways on al
ATU-owned campuses. These
arevisiblesignsof the
commitment of the university
to celebrate equdity, diversity,
and inclusion. Thisyear an
ATU-wide Gender Identity

and Expression policy was
approved. ATU aimsto be
welcoming and safefor dll

staff, students, and the local
community, regardless of any

aspect of their identity.

* walking routes and flexible
:working arrangements for

¢ travel contribute to the

and hybrid bike hire options, I ::’ ' | W[
3 s &

staff to reduce day-to-day
commuting and business

sustainability vision and
decarbonisation targets.
Biodiversity and habitat
protection through ground-
keeping initiatives are an
additional key feature.
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Tips to

Thrive at ATU

Sa'\rti ng university can be an exciting
et daunting time for students. Here
e sometipsto help you get the
best start possible at ATU.

Attend Induction

‘Connect for Success—Your First Five
Weeks' is our comprehensive induction
programme to help you settle into
university life. You will get to know your
lecturers, meet fellow students, and find
out about your programme and the
supports that are available to you at ATU.
Details of Induction 2024 will be
provided to al applicants who accept an
offer from ATU at the end of the summer
after Round 1 CAO offers are dispatched.

Engage with the Students Union

Your Students’ Union can make your
transition to university easier. They will
prepare afun programme of events at the
start of the term to ensure you get to meet
and make friends. They will look for
class representatives so be sure to
consider being that spokesperson for your
class where you will acquire lots of new
skills such as negotiation, organisation,
leadership and advocacy.

Join Clubsand Societies

Joining aclub or society isa

great way to meet people with %,
similar interests, try out something
new or pursue your passion. We
encourage studentsto join at least one
club or society, where there is ahuge
variety to choose from.Look out for the
Clubs and Societies Day at the start of
term as part of the induction programme.

Financial Supports

Check out the scholarships and bursaries
available to students across our ATU
campuses at atu.ie/scholarships. Some are
pre-entry scholarships meaning you can
apply now, or others are open to students
later in the year after registration. The
Student Universal Support Ireland (SUSI)
grant isthe main financia support
scheme for students studying in Ireland
and abroad. It can help with living costs
and registration fees. The SUSI grant
support is now open for application for
the 2024/2025 academic year
WWW.SUSI.ie

Academic and Student Supports
All staff at ATU want to see you succeed.

Accommodation

Multiple student accommodation options are available at our ATU
campus | ocations, including purpose-built student villages, private
rental optionsand digs. Whilethe ATU region is one of the most cost-
effective sudent accommodation locations, thereisincreasing demand

on supply.

All student accommodation options are owned and run by private
operators, but our Students' Union tesms are on hand to help students

find their perfect home away from home.

If you are currently looking for accommodation in one of our ATU
locations, please vist www.atustudentpad.ie for Galway —Mayo
campuses, www.atusudonegdl .ie for Donegal campuses and

www.atussu.ie for Sligo campuses.

New accommodation options will become available throughout the
year S0 be sureto register with the relevant service and keep an eyeon

their socid mediachannds.
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You are not alone and will be supported.
Engage with the academics and the

student support services that underpin our :

university to ensure you reach your
potential in a safe and supportive space.
Supports such as academic writing,
maths, technology, learning, disability,
health and medical, library, access office,
careers and chaplaincy services are just

some of the many teams on hand to assist

you during your time at ATU.

Student Life

The scenic ATU campus locations acrossthe :
west and northwest of Ireland, help giveour ¢

students an unforgettable student life
experience. Theregion isknown for its
friendly people, vibrant towns and cities,
and stunning natural beauty. Enjoy your
time here, from restaurants, bars, music
venues and cultural spaces, there are lots
of opportunitiesto make lifelong friends
here and have fun.

LinkedIn Learning
Partnership

ATU has partnered with LinkedIn Learning, an
online library with over 18,000 courses delivered
in seven languages, to suit the training needs of
staff and students. All staff and students at ATU
have full, free and unlimited access to on-demand
training on any device, & any time. The course
topics range from leadership, engineering, and
business management to Excel and beyond. The
resources comprise high qudlity video learning
resources plus downloadable exercises and
workbooks.

Webinar Wednesday

The ATU careers service, together with industry,
offers the Webinar Wednesday seriesto provide
ATU students with the opportunity to grow their
industry and employability knowledge and to
extend their professional networksin an
accessible, cost-effective, and sustainable
format. Webinars are scheduled at the same
time each week in the |ate afternoon, they are
limited to 30 minutes and are delivered
virtually.

Free course to
prepare for university

A free, non-accredited foundation courseis
available at ATU, enabling studentsto access
academic support before they enter university. It
helps students to hit the ground running and settle
in quickly to thefirst semester. This self-directed,
interactive online course provides asolid
foundation in the key academic skills and writing
standards required for third level. Any student can
enrol init at any time and learn at their own pace
where they can complete any or al of the units
covering Academic Skills and Academic Writing.
Students completing al unitsin the Academic
Writing and Academic Skills Badges will be
awarded the ATU Foundation Course digital
badge. To enral in this course or discover other
free courses available at ATU. Please visit
freecourses.atu.ie

Erasmus+

asmust+ provides
opportunitiesfor
udentsand
academic staff to studly,
train, get work experience
and volunteer abroad.
Through anetwork of
partner ingtitutions, ATU
can asss studentsin
securing astudy or
placement mobility period
abroad, or ablended study
mobility.

Hundreds of students and
saff from Erasmust partner
educeational ingtitutionsjoin
ATU each year and benefit
from the ahility to interact
and work with individuals
from different cultures.
Many Erasmus+ mobility
and work placement
opportunities are financialy
supported. Learn more by
vigiting atu.iefinternational

Access for Higher Education

Programme

The free Access for Higher Education Certificateis now
available for application to the ATU Donegal and ATU Sligo,
starting September 2024. Thisoneyear, level 6 programme
provides direct entry accessto programmes within the
participating ATU campusesincluding ATU St Angelas, ATU
Sligo and ATU Donegal (quotas may apply in some programme
ingtances). Students study on campus, two to three day's per
week. Visit atu.ie/access-for-higher-education for more.

.
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Become a Student Ambassador
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ATU will be recruiting student ambassadors for the upcoming academic year. This programmeis
agreat way to gain experience working at ATU events and outreach activities, gettinginvolved ¢

with marketing by showcasing your ATU experience, and representing ATU students at

important university events. There are lots of waysto get involved, so be sureto keep an eyeon

our social mediapostsin September to apply.

Flexible learning to take you further

Asleadersin flexible learning, ATU offers
students fully accredited qualifications
matched to industry demand in areas such
as Science, Engineering, Design,
Computing, Tourism, Education, Nursing,
Business and much more.

Built on our expertiseand in
collaboration with industry partners, our
accredited courses support students at all
stages, regardless of location, to access

and continue lifelong learning, develop
new skills, and advance their careers.
With over 370 online, blended and part-
time courses now open for application for
a September 2024 start, from Higher
Certificate right up to Masterslevel, our
graduates are equipped with the skills and
confidence to excel in their chosen career.
Download our prospectus today to view
our full courselist at www.atu.ie/flexible

Degree options outside
CAO points race

Tertiary degrees are being offered as an alternative
pathway to third level education without the need to
secure high points. Tertiary degree programmes
alow you to complete year one closeto homein
your local Education Training Board (ETB) before
choosing to specidise at an ATU campus of your
choice. Visit atu.igtertiarydegrees for more

Six reasons why more
Northern Ireland
applicants are choosing
ATU

1. Fees

At amaximum of €3000 per year, the Student
Contribution Fee is more affordable than in Northern
Ireland and the UK.

2. Grants

Northern Irish students can apply for afee grant through
SUSI (www.susi.i€). Unlike student loans, fee grants do
not have to be paid back.

3. Loans
You can il apply to the Student Loans Company for a
student contribution loan.

4, CAO Application

The CAO Change of Mind facility will remain open until
July 1st at 5pm. You can add courses and rearrange the
order of your choices until thistime free of charge.

5. Worldwide Degree

A degree from ATU can take you anywhere in the world.
We have graduates employed in every corner of the
globe - there are no limits to what you can achieve.

6. Location

Asamulti-campus university, ATU offers students a
diverse range of experiences, from bustling citiesto wild
Atlantic coastal regions, across the west and north-west
of Ireland.

L earn more by visiting atu.ie/norther n-ireland-
applicants

Online, Flexible
& Professional
Development

Develop the skills
you need to stand out

Online | Blended | Part-time
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ATU GALWAY-MAYO

Students Lead Scratch
Workshops, Empowering

Students Awarded TE

ATU GALWAY-MAYO

Civil Engineering Student Winner at

Worldskills 2023

Ireland 2023, students and apprentices

from ATU secured victoriesin six cat-
egories. Among them, Sean Doyle, acivil
engineering graduate from ATU Galway
hailing from Coolaney, Co Sligo, stood
out by clinching the Digital Infrastructure
Design award. Hiswinning entry show-
cased ameticulously crafted and data-rich
linear infrastructure model, earning him
well-deserved recognition.

Sean Doyl€e's achievement underscores
the exceptional calibre of education and
training provided by ATU. Winning in
such a prestigious competition as World-
skills Ireland speaks volumes about the
dedication and skill of ATU's students and
apprentices. Doyle'sinnovative approach
to digital infrastructure design highlights
the university's commitment to fostering
creativity and excellence in its graduates.

This triumph not only reflects posi-
tively on Doyl€'s talents but al so show-
cases ATU's reputation as aleading insti-
tution for civil engineering and related
disciplines. It serves asinspiration for
current and future students, demonstrating
the possibilities and opportunities that
await those who excel in their studies and
embrace innovation. Overall, Doyle's suc-

I n aremarkable triumph at Worldskills
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cess exemplifies the outstanding achieve-
ments nurtured within the ATU commu-
nity and reinforces its standing on the
global stage.
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Further information on our Civil Engi-
neering degrees can be found at
atu.ie/638(Level 8) and atu.ie/538
(Level7)

Architectural Technology Students Host
Annual Public Exhibition

One of the most anticipated events at the
end of the academic year at ATU Galway
isthe annual Architectural Technology
Exhibition, where 1st to 4th year students
showcase their projectsto the public. This
year's exhibition commences on
Thursday, May 23rd at 6pm and will run
until June 13th.

Mary Rogers, Head of the Department
of Building & Civil Engineering in ATU
Galway City, says:

“Our Architectural Technology

graduates are more in demand than ever
before, both for their detailing and
analytica skillsaswell astheir
proficiency in Building Information
Modelling (BIM) and Computer Aided
Drawing (CAD), which are very real,
marketable skills.”

ATU'sincoming Architectural
Technology degree students will undergo
amandatory industrial placement lasting
aminimum of 13 weeks. During this
period, they work under the guidance of

Architects, Architectural Technologists, or &
Engineers, enhancing their practical skills 3

and bolstering their employability upon
graduation.

Architectural technologists are
recognised as highly skilled technical
design professionals. The Architectural
Technology programmes at ATU Galway
City hold accreditations from both the
Chartered Institute of Architectural
Technologists (CIAT) and the Royal
Institute of the Architects of Ireland
(RIAI). These programmes offer a hands-
on, applied learning experience, fostering
arobust work ethic among students
across all years of study.

Students pursuing Architectural
Technology are encouraged to appreciate
architectural design concepts and apply
technical design principlesin building
devel opment, ensuring aignment with
project briefs, regulatory requirements,
and energy efficiency standards. The
curriculum employs a studio environment
to deliver practical modules, utilising 2D
and 3D modelling toolsto devise
sustainable design solutions. Projects
gradually increasein technical
complexity as students' progress through
the programme, culminating in the
research and analysis of the adaptation
and enhancement of existing buildingsin
their final year.

: Connectivity Bursaries

Seamus O Maoilchiarain and Xing Ying
Chuang, Energy Engineering and Biomedical
Engineering students at ATU Galway, received
€2,500 bursaries from TE Connectivity. These
awards, recognise academic excellence and ease
financial burdens, allowing for focused study in
their final year. Beyond financial aid, both
students will benefit from mentorship by
professional engineers, enhancing their
academic and practical skills. Seamus and Xing
Ying Chuang expressed gratitude for the
support, acknowledging TE Connectivity's
commitment to nurturing engineering talent. Dr.
Oliver Mulryan of ATU Galway commended the
collaboration, underscoring its mutual benefits.
TE Connectivity's ongoing support underscores
their dedication to engineering talent and
innovation.

Springboard to Cloud
Native Engineer

Tricia Cahill'sjourney to engineering, particularly
cloud software engineering, wasn't adirect path
from her Leaving Cert. After secondary school,
sheinitialy pursued a business studies degree and
|ater opened abar before finding her passion for
engineering. Her determination led her to enrol in
aspringboard engineering course at ATU Galway,
kickstarting her career in thefield.

Now acloud native engineer at Intel Shannon,
Cahill'stypica day involves designing,
developing, and maintaining cloud-based
applications and systems. Collaboration and
communication are key skills she employs daily,
fostering teamwork and innovation within her
team.

Throughout her career, Cahill has faced
challenges, including overcoming the fear of
asking questions—a hurdle common among
newcomersin any industry. She advocatesfor an
inclusive environment where questions are
encouraged and knowledge is shared freely.

As an advocate for women in STEM, Cahill
believesin early exposure to engineering and
supportsinitiatives that introduce young girlsto
the field. She emphasi ses the importance of
collaboration and communication in driving
productivity and fostering strong team dynamics.

Her advice to those considering acareer in
engineering or sarting out in oneissimple: it's
never too late to pursue your passion. Embrace
change, learn from setbacks, and remain resilient
in the face of challenges. Cahill's own journey
serves as atestament to the transformative power
of perseverance and adaptability in carving out a
successful career path in engineering.

Young Minds

Software and Electronic Engineering students
organised impactful Scratch workshops for
Eglington Direct Provison Centre and local
primary schools from January to March 2024 as
part of a Civic Engagement module. Partnering
with Engineers Ireland, they extended their
outreach during Engineers Week to Gaelscoil
Daraand Creagh Nationd Schools. A total of 236
children benefited from these workshops, where
ATU students shared their expertise. These
initiatives align with UN SDG 4, fostering
inclusive education. Strengthening community ties
snce 2012, ATU continuesto bridge academiaand
local schools. Learn more about our Software and
Electronic Engineering degrees, visit atu.ie/aub42
(Level 8) and atu.iefau542 (Level 7)

Empowering Women in
STEM: Collaborative
Initiatives and Scholarships

ATU Gaway's department of Mechanical &
Industrial Engineering works closely with industry
and charitiesto support women in STEM.
Sponsored by Thermo King and Boston Scientific,
the VEX Programme introduces both primary and
secondary school children to robotics and coding;
girlsare given the opportunity to experience
STEM subjects not ways availablein their
schools. Working with TeenTurn, the department
joinsforces with the ATU’s department of Physics
& Computing, and Boston Scientific to help
secondary school girls discover Physicsand
Robatics through monthly workshops. For girls
who decideto continue and join ATU Engineering
programmes, Thermo King offers afour-year
scholarship to two new students every year. Once
registered, girls can enter the newly formed
WIiSTEM society which offers mentorship and
support to dl girlsregistered in STEM disciplines.
For more information on this and other scholarship
opportunities, go to atu.ie/scholarships

year student Charlie Lufniak,
¢ aong with Fabricio Rocha,

¢ Goncalves from second and
+ third year, impressed judges
. withtheir sustainable two-

: story building design,

:+ emphasizing technical

: accuracy and sustainable

Technologists, Republic of
aspirATion Chair funding, and
. local Architectural company,

: O'Neill O'Malley (ONOM),

¢ the award highlighted

climate and circular economy
Conference Chair and lecturer

¢ ATU Gaway, noted ATU's
¢ commitment to educating

(ICAT)Conference Student
Event hosted by ATU. First-

Emma Neale, and Lucas

materials.
Sponsored by the Chartered
Institute of Architectural

Ireland (C2) Centre

innovation in response to \
legislation. Irene Hayden, students on these issues. The
unique three-day event
facilitated dialogue between
students, alumni, and industry
professionals, showcasing 23

in Architectural Technology at

{

cutting edge architectural
technology research outputs
from across Ireland, England,
Scotland, Denmark, and

Spain.

Students Shine at Architectural Technologist
. Conference

: TU students secured
: victory at the 10th
: International Congress

. onArchitectural Technologist

Further information on our
Architectural Technology
degrees can be found at
atu.ie/637(Level 8) and
atu.ie/537 (Level7)

Students Conor Cassidy and Jack Murphy from St. Patricks College, Lacken Cross, and Ciara Curtin from Coléiste Einde.

STEPS Engineering Your Future (STEPS EYF) isdesigned to

ingpire Trandtion Year studentsto study engineering by offering a
hands-on, fun, and practica insight into engineering at the third level

and asacareer. ATU Galway City’ School of Engineering was
+ ddighted to support thisinitiative again this year showcasing al we

haveto offer to students from 21 schools across Mayo, Sigo,
Gaway, Waterford, Dublin, and Clare. This programme spanned
over four days and included interactive talks and presentetions,
hands-on group activities, industry visits, and opportunitiesto meet

engineers a various career stages.
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Guiding the Future of STEM
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SCIENCE AND COMPUTING

HDip in Medical Science Receives
CORU Accreditation
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ATU once again proudly partnered with the Galway
Science & Technology Festival (GSTF), abeacon
of STEM enthusiasm for 26 years. On the 12th of
November the GSTF launched at the Bailey Allen
kicking off with an exciting exhibition for the two-
week programme..GSTF hasinspired attendees of
all ages, nurturing acuriogity for science and
technology. Thefedtival's coreaimisto guide
young minds towards future STEM studiesand
careers through engaging workshops and talks.

Aspart of GSTF, ATU hosted arange of
workshops and events during Science Foundation
Ireland Nationa Science Week at its Galway City
campus. These sessions welcomed students,
teachers, and the public, encouraging active
exploration of scientific concepts under the theme
"Human?'. Highlightsincluded a Stargazing &
Astronomy talk, workshopsfor teachers, and
interactive sessonsfor primary school pupils
focusing on sensory science and human
performance. Thefestival aso included aVEX
Workshop on robotics, emphasising hands-on
learning. Through theseinitiatives, ATU remains
dedicated to ingpiring the next generation of

the health care system and
provide acrucia service that
contributes to the diagnosis and
prognosis of disease aswell as
guiding treatment. In order to
practicein Irish hospitals
Medical Scientistsare required
to be registered with CORU
whose main role isto protect
the public by promoting high

and competence

The part-time, two-year
Higher Diplomain Medical
Science, developed by ATU's
Medical Science programme
board in collaboration with
stakeholders, offers a solution
to address staff shortagesin
the healthcare sector. This
graduate programme provides

laboratory aides holding a
science degree.

The Medica Science team
inATU are delighted to be
ableto offer apart-time
CORU approved programme
in addition to our CORU
approved BSc (Hons) Medical
Science (AU671) programme
as ameans of continuing to

TU'sHigher Diploma
in Sciencein Medica
Science programme

has achieved accreditation
from CORU, Irdland's
healthcare regulator. This
accreditation is asignificant
milestone, allowing graduates
to register with CORU,
essential for practicing medical

scientistsin Irish hospitals. standards of professional an alternative qualification support the development of scientists and innovators.
Medical Scientistswork in conduct, education, training, route tailored for medical the profession.

Native Species Weekend 2024 at
Dublin Zoo

Exploring Aquatic Ecosystems

Applied Freshwater and Marine Biology has been Incoming first year sudents join acommunity

taught at ATU Gaway City for over haf a
century.

of amost 300 staff and students, passionate about
the study of aguatic ecosystems, marinelife, and
environmental management.

Students benefit from the applied nature of the
degreesfeaturing extensive practical's, fieldwork,
aswell asawork placement. Thisyear students
have travelled abroad to placementsin Spain,
Portugal, Australiaand New Zedland. Many
graduates go on to work in arange of rolesin
marine and freshwater ecology.

Students who opt for further study can

complete postgraduate degreesin ATU such asthe

MSc in Conservation Behaviour, or theMScin
Applied Marine Conservation.

ATU & so provides research opportunities for
PhDsin the Marine and Freshwater Research
Centre (MFRC) at ATU Gaway City campus
with acommunity of more than 30 PhD students
and 38 academic and research staff.

For more information on our Applied
Freshwater and Marine Biology degrees, goto
atu.ie/auebs (Level8) and atu.ie/ausss (Level 7)

Dublin Zoo came dive on May 11th
and 12th during Native Species
Weekend 2024. This event featured
PhD candidates from ATU’s Marine
and Freshwater Research Centre
(MFRS) dongside over 20 Irish
conservation organisations,
government bodies, and universities
dedicated to preserving Ireland's
native species. Approximately 10,000
visitors attended including 2,500
secondary school students, engaging
with various exhibits and activities
that highlighted ongoing conservation
efforts. ATU showcased their popular
Wildlife Art Representing Pressures
and Providing Education (WARPPEd)
project, which communicates the
environmental pressures faced by
wildlife. The success of Native
Species Weekend underscores the

importance of raising awareness and
fostering collaboration in
conservation. To learn more about the
ongoing conservation projects
spearheaded by ATU's Marine and
Freshwater Research Centre, visit
atu.ie/atu-mfrs,

ATU Applicant News - Summer 2024

13

Digital Innovation for Sport
Event 2024

ATU Galway City hosted the Digita Innovation
for Sport 2024 event on May 23rd, offering a
day of engaging discussions, insights, and
networking opportunities focused on the fusion
of digital technology and sports. Tailored for
sports administrators, executives, coaches,
sports scientists, analysts, and medics, the event
delved into leveraging technology to enhance
sports performance, foster participation, and
drive revenue generation. Attendees had the
chance to participate in thought-provoking
conversations and connect with peersin the
industry. One of the highlights was the panel
discussion on "Technology and the Performance
Process," moderated by Bernard Jackman,
former Irish Rugby player. Esteemed panellists
such as Niamh Fahey, Michael Kiely, Michagl
Bree, Johnny Bradley, Emma Meehan, and
Brian Hughes offered invaluable insights into
the role of technology in optimising athletic
performance.

Why Study Applied Biology and
Biopharmaceutical Science?

J -
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* Irdland isahub for pharmaceutical and biotech
companies, offering extensive job opportunitiesin
these sectors. Many students secure jobs before
finishing their final examsin Yesr 4.
* Our programmes feature hands-on learning
through practical's, projects, and placementsin
small classsizes, ensuring vauable red-world
experience.
* Students benefit from cutting-edge labs and
facilities, unveiled in October 2023, fostering
scientific exploration.
* In fourth year, students complete awork
placement in ahost company or academic lab,
gaining invauable industry experience.
« We offer multiple entry routes, including direct
entry a Levels8 (AU670) and 7 (AU569), and
through Science Undenominated routes L evels 8
(AUB56) and Level 7 (AUS56).

ATU GALWAY-MAYO

SCIENCE AND COMPUTING

»

Throughout the academic year, the
dedicated team of Physicsand
Instrumentation lecturers at ATU
have been hard at work, both inside and
outside the classroom, shaping the next
generation of scientific minds. Their
commitment to education extends beyond
the confines of our campus and students,
this year reaching out to schools across the
region to inspire and encourage budding
physicists while promoting career
opportunitiesin thefield.

Graduates of Physics and
Instrumentation are highly sought after for

Physics comes to life in the Classroom

high-earning key roles across diverse
sectors. They find employment in the
pharmaceutical, medical device,
electronic, biotechnology, green energy
and marine sectors. Graduates' careers
include working as a calibration
technician, medical physicist and various
positions utilising instrumentation.
Despite this growing demand in the job
market, there remains a concerning trend:
ashortage of students opting for physics
courses in university's nationwide. Many
students perceive physics as a chalenging
subject, leading to hesitancy in pursuing

physics-based courses at 2nd and 3rd
level.

To combat thistrend, ATU is committed
to showcasing the practical applications of
physics, demonstrating itsrelevance in
variousindustries. By highlighting success
stories of past graduates and dispelling
misconceptions surrounding the subject,
ATU amsto inspire a new generation of
physicists.

For more information on our Physics
and Instrumentation degrees, visit
atu.ie/au675 (Leve 8) and atu.ie/aus75
(Leve 7)

Student STORY
Mark Earle, acurrent 4th-year student in
Sport and Exercise Science and aformer
student of St. Michadl’s College, Dublin,

sharesinsightsinto his academic journey
and future aspirations.

Why did you chooseto study Sport and
Exercise Sciencein ATU?

Driven by my passion for sports,
especialy rugby, | chose Sport and
Exercise Science at ATU after discovering
my interest during aPLC coursein
Galway. Prior to that | had completed 1st
year in another university, but it just wasn't
theright fit for me. The decison to study at

ATU was driven by my desireto immerse
myself in anew environment that would
challenge me both academicaly and
persondly. Since then, | haven't looked
back.

What do you enjoy most about your
cour se?

| enjoy the practical elementswhich have
been instrumental in setting me up for
success for my placement with Connacht
Rugby. This hands-on experience has
allowed meto apply theoretical knowledge
to areal-world setting.

What career path do you hopeto follow
after graduating?

My career aspirations are centred around
working in Athletic Performance or
Strength and Conditioning at the elite level
of sports. | aim to apply the knowledge
and practical skillsI've gained in university
to help athletes achieve peak physical
condition and enhance their performance
in competitive environments.

L earn moreabout our Sport and
Exer cise Science degree on atu.ie/au662
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GALWAY INTERNATIONAL HOTEL SCHOOL

IHI Business Management Games Winners 2024

(GIHS) & ATU hasonceagan

demondtrated excellencein the
hospitality industry by winning the 39th
Irish Hospitdlity Ingtitute (IHI) National
Business Management Games 2024.

The competition is supported by Féilte
Ireland, The Russdll Partnership, Irish
Hotels Federation, Talbot Collection, iNUA
Callection, Windward Management, Dalata
Hotel Group, Classic Drinksand
Booking.com. Over two days, the teams
completed three challenges which tested the
students’ business acumen and management
skillsin the areas of, human resources,
financia planning and business
development strategies.

Supported by mentors and faculty, the
winning team of Genie McDowell, Grange,
Co Sligo, Siobhan Byrne, Kdlls, Co Mesth,
Caoimhe Sweeney, Oranmore, Co Galway,
Keevan Gannon, Wellpark, Gaway, Zoe
Mitchell, Balina, Co Tipperary, scored top
marksin the competition that atracted teams
representing tourism and hospitaity

The Galway International Hotel School

universtiesaround Ireland. This 2024
victory marks ATU's continued successin
the competition, following recent winsin
2021 and 2022.

The GIHS, located on the Dublin Road
campusin Gaway City, renowned for its
pioneering rolein hospitdity educationin
Irdland, offers coursesin Internationa Hotel

and Hospitdity Management, Event
Management with Public Relations,
International Tourism Management,
Heritage Studies and Culinary and
Gastronomic Sciences. The school wasthe
firgtin Irdland to award degreesin Hotel
Management in 1977. For further details,
check out: atu.ie/gihs

Innovative Partnership with Lingnan Normal University in

Culinary Sciences

ATU's Galway International Hotel Schoal
(GIHS) and Lingnan Normal University in
China have established a groundbreaking
cooperétive education partnership in
Culinary and Gastronomic Sciences. This
collaboration, initiated in 2017, was
facilitated by a partnership with BIEI, an
education management specialist in China
Cooperative education programmes
provide opportunities for Chinese students
to study modules on Irish coursesin
addition to their coursein their home
country.

Through this cooperative education
programme, Chinese students have the
opportunity to study modules on Irish
coursesin addition to their coursein their
home country. Enabling them to enrich
their understanding of culinary artson a
global scae and staying abreast of global
trendsin food and gastronomy.

In March 2020, the Chinese government

approved thefirst cooperative education
programme between Galway and Lingnan.
This programme allows Lingnan students
in food engineering to complete their
degrees by joining the fourth year of the
BA Honoursin Culinary and Gastronomic
Sciences at ATU Galway.

Despite challenges posed by the
pandemic, both universities remained
committed to the partnership. The
inaugural cohort of students commenced
their studies at Lingnan in September 2020,
transferring to ATU Galway in September
2023 to complete their fina year. Future
plansinclude faculty travel to Chinato
meet students and engage in cultural
exchanges.

Last year the name of the degree was
updated to reflect the changing
environment. The new BA Honoursin
Gastronomy Science and Food Innovation
offers students a unique opportunity to

blend culinary skills with advanced food
science. Upon completion, students can
pursue master's degrees at ATU or explore
opportunitiesin the vibrant food sector.
Irish students are al so encouraged to
engage with Lingnan Norma University,
fostering adynamic exchange of
knowledge and culture.Learn more by
vigting atu.ie/au631

Students Shine at New Product Development Showcase
ATU'sYear 4 Gastronomy Science  senior product devel opment chef;

wowed at the New Product

cocktail mixers, ready-to-roll

and overal well-being.

and Food Innovation students

Development Showcase on April
30. Their diverse array of creations  producers; and ATU alumna
featured at this year's showcase
included probiotic jams, fruit-based  Blastabased in Spideal. They were

The judging panel comprised
Julie Delany, Blenders marketing
manager; Nick Foley, Blenders

Sandra Regan, Food sector project
manager from the Bia Innovator
campus; award-winning food
Heather Connoally from Builin

joined by Emmet Kerrigan, co-

seaweed biscuits, vegetable-based founder of "All about Kombucha,"
children'syogurts, and egg white
milk pudding accompanied by an brewery, and Richard Hart from
assortment of compotes and fruit
curds. Additionaly, there were :
adaptogen cakes and steamed jam praised theinnovation demonstrated ¢
cakes designed to promote calmness by the students products, suggesting

Irdland's only carbon-neutral

Musgraves Retail Partners, Insight
and Innovation Team. Judges

some products are market-ready.
The event highlighted students
readiness to impact the culinary
industry.

Field Trips: Exploring
Dublin and Sligo

Students enrolled in ATU's International Tourism
Management, Hotel and Hospitaity Management,
and Event Management with Public Relations
programmes benefit significantly from the
incorporation of field tripsinto their coursework.
These excursions play acrucial rolein enhancing
the learning experience by providing practical,
real-world exposure to various aspects of their
respective industries. Through thesefield trips,
students are encouraged to apply theoretical
knowledge gained in the classroom to practical
scenarios, gaining valuable insights and skills that
cannot be acquired through traditional classroom
instruction aone. In 2023, aDublin day trip
included visits to the Guinness Storehouse,
immersing in the history and craftsmanship behind
Ireland's most famous stout. Then students delved
into the world of technology with avisit to
Google, gaining ingghtsinto innovation and
digital trends. Thisyear, overnight trip to Sligo
showcased its natural beauty and culture, featuring
the National Surf Centre and Irish Coast Guard.
Cultura highlightsincluded Hawk's Well Theatre
and The Model arts centre. These excursions
foster camaraderie and adventure while providing
insightsinto Ireland's heritage and contemporary
landscape, enriching students overall learning
experiences.

NEW Degree in Galway
International Hotel School

~
3 e -

The Galway International Hotel School (GIHS)
proudly unveiled itslatest CAO course, AU532
Bachelor of Businessin Tourism, Hospitality, and
Event Management (Common Entry). Officialy
launched on May 7th, this programme offers an
exciting pathway for students eager to explorethe
areas of tourism, hospitality, and event
management.

This common entry degree alows students to
get ataste of three different disciplines during their
first year. Through arange of modules, which
encompass practical and theoretical learning, guest
lecturers and field trips, students gain invaluable
insights and experiencesto inform their career
choices.

Following the first year, students, with their
lecturers guidance, will stream into year 2 of their
chosen Level 8 for the subsequent years. Students
can choose from the following award options:
International Tourism Management, International
Hotel and Hospitality Management or Event
Management with Public Relations.

Further information on this new degree can be
found at atu.iefaus532
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ATU Enterprise Ireland Awards 2024

With over 70 submissions received
from budding entrepreneurial
students across the ATU,
Gaway had great success at this recent
event obtaining 1st and 2nd place and
receiving special category awards for most
sustainable businessidea that was held in
theiHub Sligo. President Dr. OrlaFlynn
welcomed all the students and sponsors to
the event and noted the importance of
entrepreneurship in our communities. The
promotion of the creative and innovative
mindset was encouraged, whether students
setup their own business, or work in a
Small to Medium sized business or a
Multi-National organisation, " you learn an
entrepreneuria way of thinking, that will

Accounting Degrees Update

—_ - |
Accountants are required by every business,
providing expert advice, and managing economic
activitiesand financial information. At ATU
Galway we have two |eading accounting degreesin
Accounting and Digital Accounting that offer
direct pathwaysinto afull-time career in
professiona accounting while aso providing the
required skillset to operate in the current and future
business environments with opportunitiesin a
range of business careers, including financial
sarvices and management consulting.

New for 2024, students will aso have the choice
to continue their studies on ether programme
following successful completion of year 1in

be beneficial for whatever type of
employment you engage in going
forward."

School of Business Triumphs at West Canada
Business Competition

The School of Businessat ATU
Galway clinched victory at the
recent 2024 West Canada
Business Competition hosted by
Douglas College, Vancouver,
showcasing their couragein
strategic decision-making and
teamwork. The Irish contingent,
mentored by ATU Lecturer, Colm
Kelleher, competed against
Canadian teams and
demonstrated exceptional skills
throughout the rigorous three-day
event.

The team of Tomas Feerick,
Panna Mikko, Nicole O’ Reilly,
and Martin Lohan, brought a
diverserange of expertisein
accounting, marketing, sales, and
general businessto the table.
Their collective efforts, coupled
with their ability to adapt
strategiesin asimulated business
environment, pushed them to
SUCCESS.

Sales Professional Network Events for ATU Business Students

Network

Accounting or year 1 Digital Accounting.

L earn more about these programmes at
atu.ie/aub00 (Accounting) and atu.ie/au607
(Digita Accounting)

Graduate Evie Gaughan's
Meteoric Rise to Bestselling

It was PannaMikko's : Author
individual achievement that :
secured second place and further
underscored the team's
outstanding performance. Dr.
Seamus Lennon, Head of the
School of Business, praised the
practical approach of the
institution's business degrees,
emphasising the importance of
hands-on experience and applied
learning.

The victory reflectsthe
effectiveness of ATU Galway'’s
curriculum in preparing students
for real-world challenges. By
integrating practical exercises and
work placementsinto their
programmes, the school equips
students with the critical skills
needed to excel in competitive

settings. When the bestsdller list for 2023 was unveiled,
For information on ATU amidst names like Paul Lynch and Marian Keyes,
Galway Business degrees, see: one stood out: Evie Woods, a Gaway native and

past graduate of ATU. Under her pseudonym, Evie
Woods, she saw her novel "The Lost Bookshop™
soar to the top, outsalling even the Booker Prize
winner. This achievement marks aremarkable

) . . . ) ) ¢ journey from amarketing diplomato literary
Field trips and industry networking events play acrucid rolein the { success

experientia learning offered at ATU. ATU Business students recently Woods path to writing was serendipitous, born
engaged in such leaming experiences through the Sales Professionals from moments of hardship and alove for literature.
Network events. One such event, "Women in International Sales,” held at While battling social anxiety in her 20s, she found
Glenlo Abbey Galway, featured industry esteemed speakers like Pamela solace in books, which sparked her own

Laird and Emma Butler. Pamela, a beauty entrepreneur, and the visionary storytelling ambitions. Despiteinitial setbacks,
behind the beauty brand 'Moxi Loves, shared her entrepreneurial journey, including arejected first novel, Woods persevered,
emphasising resilience amidst failure, while Emma, now aClient Partner at & gyt publishing and eventualy attracting the
Franklin Covey UK & Ireland, inspired with her narrative of perseverance. ¢ gtention of major publishers.

Both speakers generoudy interacted with students, fostering connections "The Logt Bookshop," her fourth nove, isa

beyond the event. _ _ , testament to her resilience and creativity. Set
Another impactful session, "Beyond the Basics of Business. Sdes against abackdrop of magical reglism, it tackles

www.atu.ie/business-galway

Pratessonsls SRS Master,” hosted at the Portershed hub in Galway City, provided inSghtsinto }  girious themeswhile offering readers hope and

sdles psychology by experts Dr. Denis O' Horaand Professor Jonathan
Levie. Through workshops and discussions, students honed their skills,
gaining practica tips and networking opportunities with industry embrace their uniqueness and pursue their

professionals. These events empower studentsto thrive in the competitive passions, proving that there's ways another path

business landscape. ! tosucoes.
Explore ATU Galway's Business degrees a atu.ie/business-galway

hedling—areflection of Woods own journey.
Through her success, sheaimsto inspire othersto
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GALWAY CITY WELLPARK ROAD
CREW Galway: Igniting Creativity in the West

ATU Galway City's
Wellpark Road campus
now hostsa
groundbreaking initiative
poised to transform the
landscape of credtive
entrepreneurship in the west of
Irdland. The CREW Crestive
Enterprise and Innovation Hub,
officially opened on April 5th,
marks a significant leap
forward for crestive innovators
intheregion. Funded by the
Department of Enterprise,
Trade, and Employment,
through Enterprise Ireland's
Regiona Enterprise
Development Fund, the CREW
hub represents a strategic
investment in nurturing and
supporting the burgeoning
creative industries. Asthefirst
innovation hub dedicated to
creative entrepreneurship in the
West, CREW is set to become
the epicentre for CreaTech
innovation. Equipped with
state-of -the-art facilities

CREW offers aconducive
environment for startupsto
innovate, collaborate, and

Western Development
Commission, and Ardén
showcases the power of

Entrepreneurs and
innovators are encouraged to
explore the opportunities

Student Teachers Exhibit Art
Works for Galway Easter
Ceremonies
ATU's Department
of Cregtive
Education presented
"The Passion," an
evocative exhibition
crafted by student
teachers, enriching
Gaway's Easter
ceremonies.
Showcased during
the Way of the
Cross, thisunique
display, spanned St
Nicholas Collegiate
Churchto St
Augustine's Church.
Firg-year Bachelor
of Education
studentsin Art and Design & Communication
Graphics (AU620) skillfully interpreted aspects of
the Crucifixion and Passion through diverse
artworks. Their cregtions, inspired by global
representations, adorned the churches, narreting
and commemorating Jesus Christ'sjourney. The
exhibition, which ran until March 30, celebrated
students diverse taents and marked amilestonein
their educational journey towards becoming
qualified art and design educators.

The Bachdlor of Educationin Art and Design &
Communiceation Graphics (AU620) isan initial
teacher education programme accredited by the
Teaching Council. Graduates are qualified to teach
both Art and Design and Communication Graphics

in post-primary schools.
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CONNEMARA

ATU Dominates WorldSkills National
Final with Six Wins

ATU achieved outstanding success at the
recent WorldSkills Nationa Find in
Dublin, triumphing in Six categories
including Electrical Ingtallations, Carpentry,
Joinery, Toolmaking, Digita Infrastructure, and
Cabinetmaking. Notably, ATU Gaway
Connemara student Keith Robertsfrom
Bdlyconnedly, Connemara, Co Galway, earned
asiver meda in the Cabinetmaking category.
Keith's remarkable achievement secured his
position in Team Ireland for the upcoming
competition in France this September. The
university provided crucia support, assisting
Keith in honing his cabinetmaking skillswith
practice pieces and detailed feedback from
lecturers. As Keith continuesto prepare for the
competition, the university facilitates his
practice on campus, ensuring heiswell-
prepared to represent both himself and ATU on
the internationd stage.

Student Furniture Exhibition

The annual Student Furniture Exhibitionin ATU
Connemarawill be officialy opened on Tuesday
18th June at 4pm. This exhibition unveils the finest
pieces crafted by students throughout the last
academic year. The exhibition will be open to the

for Innovative Street Furniture Design

In January, ATU concluded a remarkable collaboration with Pilot Projects Design

public from Monday to Friday, 10am-1pm & 2-
5pmin ATU Connemara, L etterfrack, and will run
until the 23rd of August 2024.

avalable a CREW and jointhe :
vibrant community shapingthe :
future of the creativeindustries. :

including collaborative thrive.
workspaces, a podcast studio, The collaborative effort

partnershipsin fostering
innovation and economic c
New Degree in Jewellery and

meeting rooms, and more, between ATU Galway, the

Graduates Shine at International Trickfilm Festival of Animation, Stuttgart

Graduates from Atlantic
Technologica University's
(ATU) Animation and Game
Design programme showcased
their talent at the prestigious
International Trickfilm Festival
of Animation in Stuttgart from
April 23 to 28, 2024.

"The Dressmaker" and
"Flash to the Past,” crafted by
Gaway students Redmond
O'Kédly, Magdaena Sikora,
Seosamh Brock, Liam Burke,
and Alexander Navarro Mantari
from Ennis, Co Clare,
exemplify the creative prowess
fostered within ATU's School
of Design and CrestiveArtsin
Gaway city (Wellpark).

"The Dressmaker" draws
from atrue story documented

by the National Museum of
Irdland Irish Community
Archive Network (iCAN). Set
in Co Galway, the animation
ddicately intertwines elements
of Irish heritage and
community, evoking nostalgia
and warmth. Through their
work, the students amplify the
narrative with Ireland'srich
storytelling traditions and
communal spirit.

Meanwhile, "Flash to the
Past" offersacaptivating
exploration of animation
evolution. Thefilm follows an
inexperienced scientist testing a
new device and being
transported through different
animation stylesand eras. This
innovative piece not only

development.

showcases technical skill but
also demondtrates the students
understanding of animation
history and artistry.

Selected as part of Zeitgeist
Irland 24, an initiative by

Culture Irdland and the
Embassy of Ireland, Germany,
both films contribute to the
representation of Irish
animation on an international
stage.

Winner of Best Documentary of the Year at Smedia Awards

On the 10th of April 2024, first
year Film and Documentary
student Samuel Burns
triumphed at thisyear's Smedia
Awards, winning the
prestigioustitle of Best Film
Documentary for his short
‘The Space . The documentary
crafted as aresponseto abrief
that asked studentsto
cregtively respond to their
immediate surroundings.
Describing his cregtive

choices, Sam says“ The aspect
of my surroundings that has
been the most congtant and
represents me most effectively
iswater. Not aspecific river,
lake, shower, or pool, but the
ideathat when water is part of
my immediate surroundings, it
crestes aspace where | fed
free of stressand worry for a
short while at least.”

Sam used a combination of

present-day footage, poetry

and archive from his childhood
and early teensto reflect on his
mental health and on the reli€f,
water provided him with when
inatimeof need. This
accolade not only recognises
Burns individua achievement
but also underscoresthe
university's dedication to
nurturing artistic talent.

For information on our Film
and Documentary degree, visit
au.ie/61s

Goldsmithing launched

ATU in partnership with Design and Crafts Council
Ireland (DCCI), is now accepting applications onto
the highly regarded new 3-year full-time BA (Hons)
in Jewellery and Goldsmithing. The Level 8 degree
course will be delivered in the purpose-built state of
the art facility at DCCI Academy Jewellery School
in Sessons House, Thomastown, Kilkenny. This
unique programme is designed to equip graduates
with the practical skills needed to develop careersin
thejewellery industry in Ireland and internationaly.
Learnerswill be taught by industry-experienced
academics, tutors, and technica staff, with expertise
in finejewdlery techniques, precious metals, and
gemstones. Thoseinterested must gpply directly to
ATU. Full details on entry requirementsand how to
apply are available at www.atu.ie/dcci-degree.

Showcasing Creative Brilliance
at the Graduate Exhibition

- s _\' ’” ‘
Each year the final year students from Art,
Design, and Film and Documentary, host a
Graduate Exhibition showcasing their work
from the previous year. This event will be open
at ATU Gaway City, Wellpark Road on Friday
24th May from 2pm —6pm and will run daily
from 10am —6pm on Sunday to Thursday 30th
May. To view work from our students, check out
our online gallery on atu.ie/sdca-gallery

Collective and Galway County Council through CitiesAForestsinitiative. ATU
Connemara students enrolled in the B.Sc. Furniture Design & Manufacture
programme, participated in the project titled * Connecting Communities’, under the
guidance of lecturer, Davin Larkin. Thisinitiative involved the design and
manufacture of street furniture using Forest Positive tropical hardwood timber
supplied by CitiesAForests #partnerforest #conservation. The students crafted
furniture for specific sitesin Clifden town as part of Galway County Council’s town
regeneration program.

A pandl of visiting experts assessed all student work based on predefined criteria,
selecting four outstanding students as winners. These winners—Isabel Robinson,
Melissa Shiel, Ciaran Gell, and Eoin Daton—uwill now embark on a once-in-a
lifetime week-long visit to atropical rainforest in South America at the end May.

Industry Day: Connecting Students with Wood
and Interiors Sector

In March 2023, the Industry
Placement team at ATU
Connemara celebrated the
success of hogting an Industry

Day event on campus. The
hybrid event featured 14
companies presenting either in
person or online, providing

indghtsinto thewood and
interiors sector in Ireland.
Current students had the
opportunity to learn about

available placement and job
opportunitiesdirectly from
industry experts. A pand
discussion alowed studentsto
engage with company
representatives, aiding second-
year sudentsin sdecting
placement companiesfor their
upcoming year-long placements
and providing valuable career
information to fourth-year
students graduating in June 2023

Networking opportunities over
lunch facilitated informal
discussions between students
and potentid employers.
Workshopson CV writing, and
Linkedin offered professona
development support to both
second and fourth-year students.
Throughout the event, students
represented ATU Connemara
with professionalism and pride,
embodying the university's
values.

To learn more about al our programmes, visit
atu.ie/connemara

Innovative Furniture Designs at
Trees to Treasures Exhibition

The Treesto Treasures exhibition at Farmleigh
Gallery last summer spotlighted the exemplary
education provided by ATU Connemeara, the
National Centre for Excellencein Furniture Design
& Technology. From May 19 to August 27, visitors
marvelled at creations born from the trangition of
treesinto exquisite pieces, reflecting the region's
natural beauty and students ingenuity. Over two
decades, ATU had collaborated with the Office of
Public Works (OPW) on projects promoting
sustainability and furniture reuse. Paul Biesty,
OPW's Chief Technical Officer, underscored the
exhibition's significance in showcasing students
dynamic skillsand crestivity. Head of Departmernt,
Paul Leamy, highlighted the international ly
renowned programmes at Connemara, known for
their quality and industry responsiveness. Dr. Orla
Flynn, ATU's President, emphasised the
exhibition's relevance for those passionate about
furniture design and its positive impact on the
world. While open to the public, the exhibition
offered an opportunity to explore theinnovative
furniture designs and craftmanship of ATU's
Connemara students.
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MOUNTBELLEW

New Sheep Housing and
Handling Facility

Our Growing Campus
in Mountbellew

Gy s vcs
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ATU Mountbellew (Mountbellew Agricultural
College) isIrdlandsfirst Agricultura College,
founded in 1904. In conjunction with ATU
Gaway City, it now offers undergraduate
programmesin agri-business, agri-science and
agri-engineering.

With 122 hectares, Dairy cow herd of 90
pedigree registered Holstein-Friesian, Beef cow
herd of 30 sucklers and alarge sheep flock of 200,
our students benefit from practical, hands-on
experience on our working farms. This year we
welcomed 300 newborn lambs to our farm
demonstrating the remarkable fruitfulness of some
of the ewes. Among the new additions, there were
three sets of quads and an impressive 36 sets of
triplets, further adding to the lively atmosphere on
the ATU Mountbellew farm. With so many new
arrivals, it's clear that the flock isthriving and that
there will be plenty to keep our staff and students
busy into the summer months. For more
information on our programmes, check out
atu.ie/mountbellew

Innovative Simulators
and Learning Aids
Revolutionise
Agricultural Education

) ' oL
ITl | .
On Friday, May 10th, ATU Mountbellew had the honor of hosting Minister Charlie McConaogue for the groundbreaking ceremony of its  :
new Sheep Shed and Handling Facility. Designed by our Farmyard design team, this facility marks asignificant step forward in meeting
the educational needs of future generations of students. As Mountbellew Agricultural College celebrates 120 years of thisyear, the timing
couldn't be morefitting to inaugurate this milestone project.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

From Farm to Fleld

Gavin Kelly, aseasoned farmer with a
lifelong connection to agriculture, shares his
journey into the competitive world of
ploughing. Raised on afarm and immersed in
tillage activities ranging from barley to
potatoes, Gavin's roots in farming run deep.
Whilethe family farm transitioned to keeping
store lambs year-round, Gavin's passion for
ploughing remained steadfast.

Participating in the prestigious National
Ploughing Championships (NPC) demands
dedication, skill, and meticul ous preparetion.
Competitorslike Gavin quaify for the event
through regiond or county-level
competitions, where success secures entry to
the national stage. Gavin's ploughing
skilfulness has seen him compete for the past
four years, initially in the novice class before
advancing to the U21 category. Despite
securing 2nd placetwicein the U21 grade,
Gavin remains determined to clinch the top
spot in 2024 at thisyear'sNPC in Ratheniska
, hisfind year inthe U21 level. Ashe gears
up for another shot at glory, Gavin embodies
the spirit of perseverance and ambition that
defines the world of competitive ploughing.

Agricultural education is getting amajor upgrade
with some new equipment thanks to funding from
Teagasc. Students now have accessto state-of-the-
art smulators and learning aids that make learning
hands-on skills more interactive for students who
may not have agricultural experience. The Bovine
Calving Smulator isfor practicing calving
procedures with precision, the Bovine Injection
Simulator aids you with cattle injections, and the
Cow Anatomy 3D Flip Chart lets you explore
bovine anatomy in afun and interactive way.
Additionally, thelife-sized Calf Simulator
facilitates hands-on training in essential
procedures such as ear tagging, tubbing, and
castration. With the integration of infrared thermal
technology for animal health monitoring on
drystock farms, students gain practical insights
into modern farming practices. These cutting-edge
resources empower students with immersive
learning experiences, fostering expertise and
proficiency in agricultural practices.
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Psychology Going from Strength to Strength

ATU Mayo's Bachelor of Science
(Hons) in Psychology, was launched
just over ayear ago. It hasbeen an
exciting and busy year for our lecturing
team and for our very first cohort of
students.

The programme, aimed at meeting both
national and loca demandsfor skilled
psychology graduates, has garnered
significant attention and positive feedback
from current and prospective students, and
thelocal community. At present, we have 16
psychology studentsat ATU Mayo, who
havejust finished their first year of classes.
They have engaged in a student-centred,
problem-focused approach to studying
psychaology. Thisincludes the fundamental
curriculum areas of biological,
developmental, cognitive, and socia
psychology, aswell as research methods and
individual differences. Students have
already had ample opportunitiesto gain
hands on experience conducting replications
of well-known psychologica studies. In
other instances, they have engaged in role
play, or tested out measures of intelligence,
persondlity, or observation techniques
commonly used by psychological
researchers. We can clearly seethedirect
benefits of our small classsizesinthe
conversations we have with our students,
and in the type of teaching this enables usto
do.

We anticipate that the programme will

1<t year BSc Psychology students engagingin aworkshop about risk and reﬂllency in childhood,
fecilitated by ECEC lecturer Mary Skillington, and Psychology lecturer Elaine Mc Hugh

continue to go from strength to strength,

overseen by our core lecturing team of

Legal Psychology, including eyewitness
memory, suspect interviewing, and

psychologists. Our lecturers have expertise deception detection.

inarange of areas, including clinica
psychology, addiction, cognition, child

Our work will likely lead to increased
accessto training in psychology and greater

development and disability. Thisyear we participation and access to the profession.

were delighted to add Dr Erik Mac Giol
our team, whose primary research areai

lato  Welook forward to greeting anew cohort of
sin  firstyearsto ATU Mayo in September 2024. ¢

Empowering Social Care Education

ATU Mayo's CORU-approved Social
Care programmes guarantee graduates

ligibility for registration with Ireland's
Socia Care Register. Our courses
emphasisthe fusion of theory with
practice, incorporating work placements,
guest speakers, and sector engagement.
With small class sizes, studentsgain a

profound understanding of authentic,

Students of Early Childhood Education and Care
(ECEC) at ATU Mayo areimmersed in aworld of
hands-on learning and international collaboration.
In February, they explored Canada through a
partnership with Niagara College. Whilein March,
they embarked on afully funded Erasmus+ study
visit to Zagreb University for project WAISP
(Wellbeing And Involvement Starting with Play).
Thisyear alone Mayo campus has welcomed
students from Vancouver, Germany, and Croétia,

fostering a diverse learning environment. Blending
theory with practice, students engage in alternative :

assessments like experiential play days and
practice placements. They've also benefited from
hosting an artist in residence, Cliodhna Noonan
for two years and avisit from Professor Amanda
Pintore of Arizona State University, Fulbright
Specidlist in theatre and dance for the incredibly
young, al enriching our student's educational
journey.

For more information on these courses, visit
au.ie/au69s (Level8) and atu.ie/aud9l (Level 7)

anniversary. Engagement on-campus

person-centred care relationships. This seminarson lega capacity by Josephine

year, students benefitted from
professional development at the Social
CareIreland Conferencein Cork and
collaborated with NHL Stenden,

McLoughlin and poster presentations for
World Day of Socia Justice further
enhance our students educational
journeys. Explore our Applied Social

Leeuwarden, for their International Social ~ Care degrees at atu.ie/au696 (Level 8)

Care/Social Work Project's 12th

and atu.ie/au593 (Leve 7).

History & Geography
Field Trips

Students on the BA (Hons) in History and
Geography at ATU Mayo undertake arange of
field trips as part of their studies. Thisisan
exciting dimension of the programme but aso
alows students a chance to put into practice what
they have learned in the lecture thegtre, for
example, by undertaking ecological field work or
surveying archaeologica Stes. Programme Chair
Dr FionaWhite explains: ‘Our History and
Geography students can explore the local
landscape during the four years of our degree
programme but also travel to national sites of
importance. They can aso participatein
international trips, for example, thisyear our
students have visited Nice, Monaco, Barcelonaand
Girona. She continues, ‘not only do these trips
reinforce the students’ learning, but they also
provide great memories that stay with students
long &fter they have completed their studies and
help to build bonds and friendships within the
group. In addition, students have the opportunity
to hear from experts at the various Siteswe visit
and to benefit from their in-depth knowledge'.

For more information on our degreein History
and Geography, vigt atu.ie/au694

NEW Outdoor and
Environmental Education
(Common Entry) Degree

ATU Mayo officidly launched their new CAO
programme AU699 Outdoor and Environmental
Education (Common Entry) on May 1st.This
innovative common entry degree offers three
award options tailored to students’ interests,
determined by the electives you choose. The award
options are: Outdoor Education; Outdoor
Education and Therapeutic Applications or
Geography and Outdoor Educetion.

These degrees seamlesdly integrate academic
study with adventure sportstraining allowing
students to explore outdoor education’s therapeitic,
developmental, and educational aspects. Through
designing educationa programmes and exploring
Irdland's natural and cultural landscapes, heritage,
and ecology, students uncover the potentia of
adventure tourism, green exercise, and nature
therapy.

Outdoor learning experiences are increasingly
essential across various sectorsin Ireland, such as
schools, socid care organisations, community
development, youth services and adventure
tourism.

Learn more about this programme at atu.ie/au699
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Student Ambassadors Awards Ceremony

OnApriI 30th, ATU Galway held its - —=
naugural student awards ceremony,

asignificant occasion honouring the

dedication and hard work of student
ambassadors and recognising the
achievements of thefirst cohort of student's
ambassadors from the Galway and Mayo
campuses who received Digital Badges from
the National Forum for the Enhancement of
Teaching and Learning.

Thisyear, we had 93 student ambassadors
representing ATU Galway and Mayo
campuses a events throughout the year.
Among whom 23 were awarded digital
badges, highlighting their exceptiona
commitment and contributions throughout
the academic year.

Throughout the past year, sudent
ambassadors have been instrumental in
facilitating various events, including |
inductions, open days, campustours, and
conferring ceremonies, contributing to the
vibrant and inclusive amosphere at ATU.
Notably, the university witnessed its largest
open day on November 25th, preceded by
conferring ceremonies on November 22nd
and 23rd.
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Dr OrlaFlynn, expressed her gratitudeto  prospective students. From leading campus
the student ambassadors for their
unwavering support, the ceremony
emphasised the pivota rolethey play in

welcoming and assisting new and

their warmth, guidance, and knowledge
significantly shape the student experience
and foster a sense of community at ATU.

Students Union Raises Funds During RAG Week

Your Students Union are your representatives. There to
assist studentsin al things student life including
academic issues and queries, grants, your health and
wellbeing, accommodation and so much more! One of
the highlights of the year is RAG week (Raise and Give),
where local, national charities and fundraisers are
supported from the funds raised. Thisyear ATU Galway-
Mayo Students Union chose to support the ‘Hope 4
Liam’ campaign. A heartfelt fundraising campaign set up
to support 20-year-old Liam Davoren from Moycullen, a
second-year Construction Management student at ATU.
Liam suffered life-altering injuries in an accident that
occurred on October 12th.

The SU orchestrated a series of fundraising activities,
starting with araffle boasting over 20 prizes, which
garnered €3,000.

: ATU Global Galway-Mayo Hosts Vibrant Lunar

: New Year Celebration

On April 24th, students donned their finest attire for ATU's highly
anticipated End-of-Year Ball. The evening was filled with laughter,
dancing, and unforgettable memories as the ATU students came :
together to celebrate the conclusion of another successful academic :
year. With music provided by Smash Hits, the atmosphere was
electric as students enjoyed a night of fun and revelry. The End-of-
Year Ball served as afitting tribute to the hard work and
achievements of students throughout the year, creating cherished
moments that will be fondly remembered for yearsto come.

toursto participating in events and activities,

Accommodation
Options at our Galway
and Mayo Campuses

For many students, university means moving to a
new town or city and trying to find
accommodation for the first time. Therefore,
finding the accommodation right for you is
important.

Whether you are moving to Galway City,
Mayo, Connemaraor Mountbellew you will be
living in a safe, welcoming, and enjoyable area.

Types of Accommaodation

Accommoadation options for students include
private rented accommodation, or purpose-built
student villages.

Private Rented Accommodation
www.atustudentpad.ie provides alist of the
different types of accommodation (houses, flats,
full and partial board) available near the Galway,
Mayo, Letterfrack, and Mountbellew campuses.

Student Villages

Severa purpose-built student villages are near
ATU's Galway and Mayo campuses.

These student villages are owned and run by
private operators not vetted or approved by ATU
or ATU Students Union.

Galway Student Villages

Glasan- www.glasan.com

Cuirt na Rasai -www.cuirtnarasai.com
Ceann Bdéirne -
www.atustudentaccommodati on.com

Mayo Student Villages
Hawthorn Village -www.hawthornvillage.ie

Connemar a Student Villages
ArasGhuaire-
www.| etterfrackaccommodation.com

In February, ATU Globa hosted a

vibrant celebration on ATU Galway City, Dublin
Road in honour of the Lunar New Year. This
auspicious occasion not only marksthe arrival of
spring but also signifies the commencement of
thelunisolar calendar year. Widely observed
acrossAsia, including in China, Mdaysia,
Vietnam, Singapore, and South Koreg, it goes by
various names such as Chinese New Year, Spring
Festival, or Tet Holiday. Bringing together ATU
staff, students, and families, the event served asa
fantastic opportunity to embrace the cultural
richness of thistradition. Among the highlights
was alively costume contest, inviting both staff
and students to showcase their most imaginative
Lunar New Year-themed ouitfits for achanceto

diverse array of cultural activities, from
captivating taijiquan sword demonstrations to
savouring delicious cuisine, fostering a sense of
community and togetherness among al

participants.

win enticing prizes. The festivities encompassed a
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Jack Burke McBride’s Journey from Student
to Graduate Programme

\Ek Burke McBride, aformer St.
olumba’s College Stranorlar student
d recent ATU Donegal graduate,
secured graduate successright in his
hometown following completion of his
studies at ATU. Jack, who pursued the
Bachelor of Business (Common Entry)
degree with a specialism in Marketing in
the Letterkenny campus, joined ATU’s
Graduate Marketing programme afew
months after graduating.

Choosing ATU Donegal was a strategic
move for Jack, allowing him to balance
his studies whileresiding at home. This
decision not only provided him with
financial benefits but also granted him
independence, a crucial aspect for any
student entering university life. The
personalised attention learners receive at
ATU issignificant, students develop a
strong rapport with lecturers at ATU
which enhances the overall learning
experience.

Jack's favourite modules within the
Business programme included Digital
Marketing, Brand Engagement
Marketing, and Strategic Marketing. He
appreciated how these modules were
directly applicable to the real-world
scenarios, bridging the gap between
theory and practice. Jack commented,
“The smaller classsizesat ATU create
such a positive learning environment, you
feel comfortable seeking advice from
your lecturers, that’s the culture at ATU.”

For prospective students interested in

pursuing a degree in Business, Jack
recommends ATU's Common Entry
Business degree programme as it gives
learners an opportunity to explore al
aspects of Business including Marketing,
Management, and Accounting disciplines.
He added, “The flexibility of the
curriculum in the Common Entry degree
is great, you get to explore all business
areas then select your chosen field after
exploring all specialisms.”

Since graduating, Jack has secured the
Graduate Marketing Intern role, where he
applies his knowledge and skillsin a
practical setting. This opportunity,
provided by ATU, exemplifiesthe
university’s commitment to supporting
graduates in kickstarting their careers.
Jacks's responsibilities as a Marketing

Intern include event coordination, digital
content creation, exploring new
marketing technologies, and assisting
with marketing and recruitment
initiatives.

Jack Burke McBride's journey from
student to marketing professional serves
as an inspiration for aspiring business
students, showcasing the opportunities
available within their local community.
His story underscores the importance of
taking opportunities and making the most
of one's educational experience. As Jack
continues to thrive in thisrole, he remains
atestament to the quality education and
career prospects offered at ATU Donegal .

To find out more about Bachelor of
Business (Common Entry) degree
programme visit www.atu.ie/au200

ATU Donegal Faculty of Business Awards

ATU Donegal hosted its annua 18

Faculty of BusinessAwards & Spring

Prizegiving event, dedicated to g

recognising student accomplishments.
With programmes spanning four =
departments, Business Studies,
Design & Crestive Media, Tourism &
Sport, and Law, Public Service &
Education, the ceremony celebrated
the achievements of twenty-seven
students across these diverse
departments. i

Highly esteemed within the faculty,
the awards ceremony aimsto cultivate |
positivity towards student endeavours
and provides an occasion for both
staff and students to celebrate success.
This event underscores the
university’s commitment to engaging
learners and acknowledging their hard
work and achievements.

Head of Faculty Michael Margey
commented, “We are delighted to
recognise and acknowledge the
accomplishments of our students.
These awards |ook to foster positive
attitudes towards their endeavours
during study and presents an
opportunity for our staff and students
to celebrate a positive working
partnership.”

Of Business f Faculty V' =~ .
'S & Spring Awards & Spring
Giy Prize GIVINZ..

Caption- Best Final Year Sudent in BBus (Hons), Tiffany Marley pictured with Head of Department
Business Patricia Doherty and Lecturer Meadbh Ruane

Driving Innovation in
Business

In an effort to promote innovation and
entrepreneurship, ATU Donegal's Faculty of
Business, in collaboration with Local Enterprise
Week, organised a series of talks under the
umbrella of Design, Innovation, Crestivity, and
Entrepreneurship (DICE) 2024.

The event, themed 'Driving Innovation in
Business, saw academics and industry experts
engaging guests on topics ranging from artificial
intelligence (Al) to navigating business
challenges.

Speakers delved into the intricacies of Al, digital
transformation, and the art of running businesses
amidst adversity. Sessions like "Balancing profit
with purpose" and "How to Put your Food
Business on the Map" offered practical insights.
The event concluded with a glimpse into the
future of Al and innovation.

To find out more about studying adegreein
Business, visit www.atu.ie/AU301

Clonmany native finds
accounting success, thanks

to ATU Donegal

Amy Cadlaghan, graduated from ATU Donegal
with aBachelor of Business (Honours) in
Accounting and aMaster of Artsin Accounting.
Since graduating, she hasforged afulfilling career
at E&| Engineering Ltd.

Reflecting on her educationa journey, Amy
credits her decision to study at ATU Donegd to
two main factors: proximity to home and the
university's robust accounting exemptions.

"Being from Clonmany, ATU was just an hour
away and wasidedl for me asahomebird," she
commented. "Moreover, ATU offered the most
exemptions for accounting bodies, reducing the
number of professional exams | had to take after
my study." During her time at ATU Donegdl,
Amy's favourite module was Management
Accounting. She enjoyed the dynamic nature of the
subject, focusing on the future of acompany's
finances rather than past data. The course's
practica approach alowed her to explore various
methods to optimise financial outcomes, making
the learning process engaging and relevant.

The support from lecturers significantly
enhanced her experience. Despite not having
studied accounting in secondary school, Amy felt
well-prepared dueto their dedication. They
provided extra classes, were readily available for
assistance, and maintained a balanced, supportive
learning environment.

Since graduating, Amy hasthrived at E&|
Engineering Ltd., handling tasks like expense
reporting, account reconciliation, and
implementing new financia systems. Her advice to
future sudentsisto work diligently and utilise all
available resources, such asthelibrary and
academic support services, emphasizing that the
hard work isworthwhile when you gain such
rewarding career prospects.

To find out more about Bachelor of Business
(Hons) in Accounting, visit www.atu.ie/au300
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ATU Animation Students Scoop

National Awards

TU Donegd Animation students

scooped adouble win at the recent

‘Smarter Travel Awards et the
Lighthouse Cinemain Dublin. Two ATU
films were crowned joint winnersin the
Animation category at the prestigious event.

Thefilms, produced by second year
Animation students at the L etterkenny
campus, wowed the judges who praised the
originality and playfulness of their
storytelling on * Eco Sprint’. * Eco Sprint’
was directed by Jenna Keyswith a
production team of Anoop Akampadath,
Alan Doherty, Matthew Gallagher and
Ciaran Petton.

Thejudges were equaly impressed with
the sharp animation and the contemporary
twist on aclassic sory in ‘ The Hare and the
Tortoisg. ' The Hare and the Tortoise’ was
directed by Daria Hreswith a production
team of Angel Rice, Ann Musdliani and
Miched Doogan.

Entries are judged by an independent
judging pandl who are expertsin their
industry.

The ' Smarter Travel Awards' isan
initiative that sees students from across
Ireland create projects relevant to their

Anoop Akampadath, Pat Kindey & Jenna Keys

course discipline, promoting the use of more

sustainable modes of trangport such as
walking, cycling, public transport and
carpooling.

To find out more about Bachelor of Arts
in Animation visit www.atu.ie/au231

Daria Hres, Micheal Doogan, Angel Rice &
Pat Kindey

Graphic student wins local logo competition

@
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Fashion, Finn Harps and Football Special

The designs that both brands felt worked best were created by
ATU students Elizabete Klova, Micky Joe Towns and Acife

Second year Fashion Design with Promotion students scored a
fantastic opportunity to showcase their creative skills on arecent
project with two iconic Donegal brands.

Finn Harps Football Club (FC), based in Ballybofey and
McDaid's Footbal | Special, Ramelton, tasked ATU Donegal
Fashion students with alive brief to design placement graphic
printsto celebrate and recognise both brands.

Six lucky students got the opportunity to work on the project.
The students pitched their initial ideas and mood boards to 1sobel
Williams from McDaid’s, dong with Claire McCahill and Aiden
Campbell from Finn Harps. After their ideas were presented and
discussed, the students later worked on feedback to create the final
designs.

Finn Harps FC are celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the club,
and to mark the occasion the club wished to create arange of t-
shirts and hoodies for regular casual wear. Football Special
requested that a gifting item be developed to celebrate winning
sporting events.

Brogan.

Second year ATU Donega Graphic Desigh and

Illustration students recently participated in an
exciting design competition with An Grianédn

Thestre, Letterkenny. The competition consisted

of creating anew logo, whilst remaining
sympathetic to the current logo, to mark the
thestres 25th anniversary.

Huge congratulationsto LeMarie Flavie, from

France who is completing Erasmusin ATU
Donega, who won the overall competition.
ATU Donegdl lecturer, Joe Coll commented,
“Our Graphic Design & lllugtration degree
programme aimsto provide students with
opportunities to engage in real-world projects.

Consdering a25-year commemoration logo for

the theatre proved to be a popular project and
we are delighted to have had the opportunity to
collaborate with such an important cultural
organisation.”

To find out more about studying the Bachelor

of Artsin Graphic Design and Illustration at
ATU Donegd visit www.atu.ie/AU233

McDaid's Football Special and Finn Harps are planning to host
alaunch night at the Football Special Premisesin Ramelton,
where ATU’s students design work will be showcased.

The Bachelor of Artsin Fashion Design with Promotionisa
three-year degree programme that offers successful graduates
career opportunitiesin fashion houses, retail or independent
designers. Find out more at www.atu.ie/AU232
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From Donegal to Paris
for ATU Fashion
Students

Bray Zhang with Notre Dame in the background.

Choosing to study a semester abroad is one of the
many exciting opportunities that ATU students can
avail of acrossATU’s CAO programmes. Third
year Fashion Design with Promotion students,
Bray Zhang and AnnaNi Mhairtin recently
undertook a study abroad semester at the LISAA
Schoal of Art and Design, Paris.

Known for its fashion culture, the students
embraced the opportunity to study in Europe's
Fashion Capital. Bray commented, “It has been
such agreat opportunity to take my skillsto an
international level and further develop as afashion
designer.”

Annacommented, “I am so glad to experience
my fashion education surrounded by arich culture
of Parisian fashion and I’ m looking forward to
channelling al that | have learnt into my fina year
collection.” To find out more about Bachelor of
Artsin Fashion Design with Promotion visit
www.atu.ie/au232

Anna NiMhairtin
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Lawyers of the Future, Street
Law at ATU

capstone modulein
the Law programmes
at ATU Donegal isthe

Street Law Module. Third-
year law students, from the
LLB and the Law with
Criminal Justice degree
programmes, engage with
local secondary schools to
facilitate a series of lessons on
legal topics using interactive
activities.

During the sessions, ATU
Law students visit their
designated school and teach
transition year students a
variety of legal topicsusing
activities - no lectures or
textbooks! Second level
students find the module
engaging and often reflect on
the lack of law subjects at
post-primary level. The
sessions provide transition
year students an opportunity
to learn more about the law,
and the participatory element
of the sessions encourages
students to consider a career in
the field. Similarly, the
learning gained from the ATU
students' perspectiveis equally
valuable - it realy tests

students' legal knowledge.
The series of school
sessions culminatesin amock
trial at ATU where the second
level students ‘fight’ their case
under the stewardship of ATU
Law students. The opposing
side on the day comes from

another school, while the fina

outcomes hard to predict as

decisions are made by the standards are high from the
second level peers. participating schools. The
Everybody takespart and has ~ second level students show

aroleinthisevent, itisared

day of action and activity.
Thisevent createsa

palpable excitement, with trial

real aptitude for advocacy and
persuasive argument backed
up by sound evidence creating
the lawyers of the future!

Lights, Camera, Action for English with
Communications Students

[

 DERRY
GIRLS
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o | ATU Donegd’sBA (Hons) in

English with Communications
students recently embarked on an
enriching excursion to
Derry/Londonderry, organized by
Tower Museum in collaboration
with Hat Trick Productions. The
vidit coincided with the ongoing
exhibition showcasing sets and
costumes from the acclaimed series
"Derry Girls’. Attendees were
treated to a series of workshops,
including costume design and
scriptwriting, offering vauable
insgghtsinto television production.
Karen Quinn, ATU Assistant
Lecturer and Screenwriter,
provided invaluable guidance on
initiating awriting career. For
students, currently immersed in
communication anaysis, thetrip
proved extremely beneficial.
Participants eagerly engaged in
discussions and explored museum
exhibits, fostering future event
marketing skills.
To find out more about applying to
the BA (Hons) in Communications
with English visit
www.atu.ie/AU312

From the Classroom to
Courtroom: Séarlait
Embraces Law at ATU

"\\\'r

Northern Ireland student Séarlait Spence has found
her caling in thefield of Law and Criminal Justice
at Atlantic Technological University (ATU)
Donegd. Séarlait was previoudy a student a Holy
Cross College Strabane Co. Tyrone before
enrolling at ATU. Now her days arefilled with
exploring the world of law, crime and gaining
hands-on experience in the courtroom as she works
towards arewarding and stimulating career.

When asked about her education journey to date,
Séarlait said she received great encouragement
from the ATU team and soon settled into the
welcoming atmosphere. Séarlaith commented, “|
was encouraged to come down to an open day
event, which alowed meto see the university
campus and facilities and connect with Law and
Criminal Justice lecturerswho greatly encouraged
me to apply.”

Séarlait has been thoroughly enjoying her time
studying at ATU Donegdl, particularly the daysin
the courtroom, adding, "The best part about
studying Law at ATU is getting to partake in mock
trialsin the Courthouse. Our lecturers are barristers
and solicitors, we get the opportunity to usethe
courthouse and learn from real-life professonals’.
For more information on studying Law at ATU
Donegal vist www.atu.ie/AU310

Chloe Callaghan: A Journey
of Learning and Career
Exploration at ATU Donegal

Chloe Cdlaghan, aformer student of Loreto
Community School Milford, is currently pursuing
an undergraduate degree in Communications with
English at ATU Donegal. Opting for ATU Donegal
dueto its proximity to her home and cost-
effectiveness compared to rel ocating, Chloe values
the convenience of being able to commutein just 10
minutes. She highlights * Communication Analys's
and ‘ Introduction to Sociology’ as her favourite
modules and gppreciates the small classsizesand
the supportive learning environment at ATU.

Reflecting on her experience so far, Chloe
encourages prospective students to explore the
broad opportunities offered by the degree
programme, emphasising its suitability for those
who are undecided about their career paths. Initialy
interested in English teaching, she discovered a
passion for marketing and advertising through the
programme.

Chloe credits her lecturers support for facilitating
networking opportunitieswith local photographers,
which have broadened her skill set and unvelled
potentia career prospectsin photography. Her
journey exemplifies the diverse pathways and
opportunities available to graduates of ATU
Donegal's Communications with English
programme.

To find out more about BA (Hons) in
Communication with English visit
www.atu.iefau312
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Love Spending Summer in NYC

in Love, Sportsand lecturers have been very supportive
EEnxercise with Performance in helping me secure aonce-in-a
d Wellbeing student, lifetime opportunity to complete
joined ATU Donegd after my third-year placement in
completing his Leaving Certificate  America, utilising their contactsto
and knew ingtantly that acareer in make this iblefor me.” . /, ~ -
sport was for him. Eoin recalls, “| Dis:ussi%%sﬁisleaming _—— - \
awayshad alovefor sport, anditis  expectations of thisinternational
adream of mineto work inthe work placement, Eoin added that |
sports industry and help people there are afew different things that )
achievetheir personal goalsguiding  heislooking forward to, ahead of
them on theright path.” histrip, *’| hopeto gain more
Now in histhird year of study, knowledge of working with teams
Eoinisjetting to off America, part and the training standards they have
of a10-week work placement in America. | also hopeto coach
which forms part of the Sports & many different teams and age
Exercise degree programme. From  groupswhich will give me an
May until June 2024, Eoin will insight to the dedication of people
work with New York GAA, gaining  towards GAA in America.”
international experiencein the Lastly, putting hislearning
Sporting industry. aspirations aside, Eoin looks
Highlighting the benefits of forward to relocating, albeit for a
networking, Eoin paysreferenceto  short term, from the Hills of
the support shown by ATU Donegal  Donegal to the Big Apple. Eoin
lecturers who helped create this says, “I am looking forward to the
incredible opportunity for him, challenge of moving to New York
“My overal university experience  asit isamassive change from

has been such agreat journey. My

ATU Student Completes First Ever Internship at

living in Donegal.”

Aras an Uachtarain

In 2023, David Keaney from Donegal

graduated with adegreein Hotel,

Restaurant and Resort Management.
During hisfinal year in university,
David interviewed for an internship asa

position.

David commented, “| was delighted to
finish out my programme completing a
placement serving the President of
Ireland, Michael D. Higgins. The

member of the household staff of Arasan  placement involved looking after the

Uachtaréin and was delighted to be

President and guests. During my time on

offered the position. The Office of Public  this placement, | aso served President Joe

Work (OPW), on behalf of the state,
manages the Aras and this was the first
time to offer such an internship. This
unique opportunity allows a student to
join the professional staff for afour-

Biden, Paul McGrath and the Maltese
President, H.E. Dr George Vella.”

Since graduating ATU David has
accepted arolein afive-star hotel in
Chicago, USA, with a bright future ahead

month placement, receiving in-depth and  predicted for David in the Hospitality
hands-on experience at the highest levels  industry. To find out more about studying

ATU Sudent David Keaney pictured with

of service. ATU student David was a Hospitality and Tourism at ATU Donegal
President of Ireland, Michael D Higgins.

success at interview and was offered the  visit www.atu.ie/AU322

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

A Taste of Culinary Success for ATU Students & Staff

'@Tﬂt

There was great success for ATU Culinary Arts
students at the national and international Salon
Culinaire competitionsin March 2024. Salon
Culinaireisregarded as one of the world'stop
competitions for chefs and has championed
culinary excellence for over acentury.

ATU Donegd student, Alfredo Campas
competed in the prestigious competition and
won gold in the 'Classical Junior Chicken'
category.

Additionaly, Mark Curran, second year
Culinary Arts student, and ATU Donegal
Lecturer, Karl McNulty participated in the
‘International Salon Culinaire’ in London. Mark
won asilver medal and the 'Best in Class title
for his sugar floral piece in the beginner's
category, with ATU Lecturer Karl securing a
merit in the senior sugar craft division.

Hospitality Students
Enjoy Taster Session

ATU Donegal Hospitality Management students
enjoyed an informative day out to Kinnegar
Brewing in February. On the visit, students
received a guided tour where they were informed
about al the principles of beer making. Students
aso got the opportunity to touch, taste, and smell
the raw ingredients used in beer making and
enjoyed tasters of the final product.

The degree programme in Hospitality
Management offers many experiential trips, find
out more about the Bachelor of Arts (Hons) in
Hospitality Management by visiting
www.atu.ie/au322

A Night of Networking
for ATU Sports &
Exercise Students

Collaborating with industry leaders and
developing networks was the central focus of the
recent networking event organised by ATU
Donegal’s BSc (Hons) in Sports and Exercise
students and lecturers at the L etterkenny campus.
Visiting guests required alot of staminafor the
first half of the evening, asthe Sports & Exercise
students started the night with dance classes and
a series of performance-testing activities.

The physically testing sessions were followed
by a panel discussion which starred local sports
practitioners and ATU alumni from the Sports
and Exercise programme. The event gave
attendees an opportunity to gather valuable
insights into progressing a career in Sport with
the event providing current students an
opportunity to develop and build industry
connections.
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Excellence in Civil Engineering: The Journey of

Joseph McGrenra

h McGrenras path to
ccessin civil engineering
smarked by dedication,

practical learning, and
academic excellence.
Graduating with a Bachelor of
Engineering (BEng) in Civil
Engineering from ATU
Donegal, Joseph's journey
exemplifiesthe value of quality
education and hands-on
experience in shaping future
engineers.

Choosing ATU for its state-
of-the-art facilities and the
convenience of staying closeto
home, Joseph embarked on a
journey that would lay the
foundation for histhriving
career. Hisdecision was
influenced by the university's
accreditation by Engineers
Ireland and its practical
approach to civil engineering
education, offering specialised
modules like soil mechanics,

land surveying, and hydraulics.

Reflecting on histime at
ATU, Joseph highlights the
significance of practical
knowledge gained through
modules that prepared him for
the challenges of the
congtruction industry. He
credits the quality of lectures
and the smaller class
environment for enhancing his
understanding of complex
topics, alowing a supportive
learning environment.

Joesph commented, “ATU
offersan Engineersireland

accredited BEng in Civil
Engineering which had ahuge
influence on my course choice.
Aswdl asthat, ATU have
fantastic laboratory facilities
and offer avery practical civil
engineering course which isnot
available at many third level
ingtitutions.”

Joseph's academic prowess
was recognised when he was
awarded the prestigious
Ingtitution of Structural
Engineers (IStructE) Student
Technician prizefor his
outstanding project on "The

Design & Anaysisof

Embedded Retaining Systems.”

This showcases his exceptional
contribution to structural
engineering, setting ahigh
standard for future engineers.
Post-graduation, Joseph
embarked on afulfilling career
with aCivil Engineering and
Construction contractor in
Dublin, where hisATU
education continuesto be
instrumental in his professiona
growth. His experience serves
as atestament to the practical
relevance of his academic

background in real-world
applications.

Joseph fondly reminisces
about histime at ATU,
cherishing the opportunity to
pursue higher education while
remaining closeto his support
network of friends and family.

Ashe continuesto excel in

his career, hisstory servesasan :

inspiration for aspiring civil

engineers striving to maketheir

mark in thefield. To find out
more about the BEng in Civil
Engineering visit
www.atu.ie/au241

Engineers Day showcasing Regional Talent

The Department of Civil Engineering and

Construction at ATU Donegal hosted
‘Engineers Day' on campus during
Engineers Week 2024.

Engineers Week, an annual nationwide
initiative honouring engineers societal
contributions and inspiring future
generations, was marked on campus with
enthusiasm. ATU Donegal, in collaboration
with Engineers Ireland, invited a variety of
engineering companies to celebrate
'Engineers Day'.

This event served as a platform for
engineering companies based in the
Northwest region to showcase their
projects, expertise and highlight the wide
variety of career opportunities available
across the Northwest.

Companies participating on the day
included both local and international firms,
such as DSM Engineering, Abbotts
Manufacturing, Donegal County Council,
ZEUS, Mitsubishi Electric and HML —all
of which collectively highlighted the
region's rich employment opportunities.

ATU Staff, L-R Christopher Diver, Victoria WIson,

) =

Ronan Gallagher, Anne Boner & Rory McShane.

ATU Donegal Students
Triumph at CIOB
Student Challenge
Competition

i

ATU Donegal's Construction Management
students clinched gold at the Chartered I nstitute
of Building (CIOB) Student Challenge.
Matthew Sharkey, Liam Doherty, Cathal
Rodgers, and Kevin McGarvey, fina year BSc
(Hons) in Construction Management students,
secured the university'sfirst victory.

Tasked with analysing a construction project
for acommercial building, teams had 3.5 hours
to prepare a management report and present
their proposal to a panel of industry judges.

ATU Donegd’s L ecturers Antoin
MacGabhann and Anthony M cElwee provided
invaluable guidance. The win, celebrated with
CIOB Chair Annette Main and Vice Chair
Dermot Fitzgerald, underscoresATU Donegal's
commitment to excellence in construction
education. To find out more about ATU
Donegal’s BSc (Hons) in Construction
Management visit www.atu.ie/AU342

Architectural Students
Explore Historic Sites
in Enriching Field Trip

As part of the Architectural History and
Conservation module, 20 second-year students
from ATU Letterkenny's BSc and BSc (Hons) in
Architectural Technology and BSc (Hons) in
Construction Management programmes
embarked on an educationd site visitin
December. Thetrip, organised by the
Department of Civil Engineering &
Congtruction, started early with a coach ride to
Newgrange in Bru na Béinne, Co. Meath.

Newgrange, a Neolithic passage tomb over
5,000 years old, offered students a glimpse into
ancient engineering, with insights from the
restoration led by UCD Prof. Michael O'Kelly.
The group toured the interpretive centre, the
passage tomb, and learned about recent
enhancements, including a 2020 restoration
project.

The next stop was Trinity College Dublin,
where Bolin Brogan from the Estates
Department guided them through the early
Georgian buildings and the acclaimed
restoration of the Rubrics building. The tour
included the Long Room Library, home to the
Book of Kells, and the Gaia exhibition,
providing a comprehensive look at historical
conservation in action.

Students found the trip both enjoyable and
educational, enhancing their understanding of
Ireland's architectural heritage.

To find out more about the BSc (Hons) in
Architectural technology, visit
www.atu.ie/au343 and to find out more about
the BSc (Hons) in Construction Management,
visit www.atu.ie/au342
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COMPUTING

Mastering Success: Conor Duffy's
Academic Journey from ATU Donegal

to Mastercard

nor Duffy's academic
and professiond journey

hrived in the familiar course. Surrounded by peers
atmosphere of his hometown, who shared his enthusiasm and
Letterkenny at ATU Donegal. guided by the committed
Choosing loca studieswasn't Faculty, Conor thrivedin an
just about convenience for environment that fostered

Conor, it was adeliberate
choicethat aligned with his
godsand persona
circumstances. Remaining close
to hisroots allowed Conor to
fully engage in his academic
pursuits while enjoying the
comfort and support of his
familiar environment.

During histime asaBachelor
of Science(BSc) in Computer
Science student, Conor found
himself drawn to particular
modulesthat ignited his passion
and curiogity. Subjectslike

Artificia Intelligence and proactively and understand
Machine Learning, and Data timelines of the job market.”
Analytics captivated him, It was this proactive mindset
unveiling the complexitiesand  that encouraged himinto his
possibilities of these cutting- current role as a Software
edge technologies. What set Engineer at Mastercard, a
these modules apart was their testament to the solid

flexibility, enabling Conor to

tailor hisstudiesto hisspecific ~ histime at ATU Donegal.
interests and career aspirations. To explore more about the

Yet, it wasn't just the BSc (Honours) in Computer
academic curriculum that Science, vist

shaped Conor's educational

experience; it wasdso the
collaborative ethos of his

teamwork and mutua support.
Together, they tackled
challenging assgnments,
exchanged insights, and
collectively expanded their
knowledge horizons.

As Conor ventured into the
professional world, he quickly
realised the importance of
srategic planning in the
competitiveworld of software
engineering. Drawing from the
indghts gained during his
degree, he advises upcoming
graduates, “ Seize opportunities

foundation he acquired during

www.atu.ie/au361.

Cyberpsychology: Understanding the Intersection
between Psychology and Technology

LiviaQuicoli, an undergraduate student
ambassador at ATU Donegal, is delving
deep into the fascinating field of
Cyberpsychology. Hailing from Dungl oe,
Liviafound herself drawn to ATU
Donegal dueto its proximity to home and
the state-of-the-art campus facilities.
Immersing herself in the BSc (Hons) in

Cyberpsychology programme, Livia

For Livia, the most captivating aspect

found her passion ignited by moduleslike  of her programmeisits relevance to

UX design workshop, Human Computer
Interaction, Psychology, and
Programming. These hands-on modules
not only captivated her interest but also
provided real-world applications that
extended beyond the classroom.

contemporary society. Shefindsjoy in
dissecting how technology intertwines
with human behaviour, particularly in
aspects like social media and gaming.

Offering advice to potential
Cyberpsychology students, Livia
emphasi zes the importance of staying
curious and staying on top of the latest
trendsin thisrapidly evolving field. She
highlights the significance of critical
thinking, by questioning how technology
influences our thoughts and actions and
aways consider ethical issueslike
privacy and online behaviour.

Looking ahead, Livia sets her sights on
acareer in UX design, leveraging her
knowledge and skills acquired through
her academic journey. As she finishes
another year of study, Liviaremains
determined in her pursuit of excellence,
looking to make a meaningful impact at
the intersection of psychology and
technology.

Explore the modules and programme
curriculum of the BSc (Hons) in
Cyberpsychology viawww.atu.ie/AU362

An abundance of opportunities
in the ICT industry

,. WY 3 "’_,#

Danielle McLaughlin pursued the Bachelor of
Science (BSc) in Cyber Security & Digital
Forensicsat ATU Donegal, gearing up for a
promising I T journey. The programme equips grads
with skillsto fortify web apps, safeguard digital
rights, and more. Danielle's choice stemmed from
the vast career prospectsit offered.

She commented, "I opted for Cyber Security &
Digital Forensicsat ATU for its expansive career
pathways. ATU's intimate class setup fostered
engaging interactions with supportive lecturers.”
She relished the programme's tailored modules,
particularly the problem-solving essence and
delved into DevOps and software. Engaging in
team projects helped her collaborative skills, atrait
sheutilisesdaily at All State, where she embarked
on agraduate programme post-university, thanks to
ajob secured pre-graduation.

Daniell€'s placement experience proved invaluable,
aligning her with industry demands. The regiona
and nationa ICT network has many graduate
opportunities, substantiating the programme's
relevance. Her advice to prospective students
echoes her journey: "Go for it!"

To find out more about the BSc in Cyber Security
& Digital Forensicsat ATU Donegal visit
www.atu.ie/au262

Leaving Certificate Computer
Science Project Workshops at
ATU Donegal

In Spring 2024, ATU Donegd’s Department of
Computing ran a series of informative workshops
supporting secondary school students with the

L eaving Certificate Computer Science (LCCS)
Project. These sessionsfocused on developing the
LCCS project which is completed by Leaving
Certificate students between January to March of
the Leaving Certificate year.

Thisisthe second year the L etterkenny campus
hosted the workshops with schools from Louth,
Cavan, Monaghan, and Donegal participating in the
sessions. Online workshops were aso recorded for
schools from across Irdland to access virtualy.

ATU Donegd offersathree-year level 8
programmein Computer Science, find out more
about this programme viawww.atu.ie/AU361
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Combilift Empowers Next
Generation of ATU Engineers

mbilift, the largest
manufacturer of
ultidirectiond,

sideloading and articulated
forklifts globally, hosted third
and fourth-year Mechanical
Engineering, Electronic
Engineering, Electric Vehicle
Engineering, and Embedded
Systems students at their state-
of-the-art facility in Monaghan.
Combilift'sexpertisein
optimising warehouse and
storage capabilitiesfor
companies of all sizesand
industries was showcased
during the tour. With aglobal
reach spanning over 85
countries and more than 80,000
trucksin operation worldwide,
Combilift standsasaleader in
thefield, employing over 800
staff at their headquarters.
During the visit, students
delved into theintricate
processesinvolved in
manufacturing and marketing
Combilift's cutting-edge
solutions, as part of their
Engineering Management
module. Marking their 25th
year in business, the company
unveiled fiveinnovative

products aimed at addressing
the specific challenges
encountered across various
sectors, including offshore
wind, warehousing, and fleet
management.

The entire team at Combilift
provided awarm welcome to
the ATU students, with the
university students witnessing
the success of Sean Kilcullen, a
Mechanical Engineering field.

alumnus of ATU Donegal, in
hisrole at Combilift. His
journey exemplifiesthe
opportunities available for
graduatesin the engineering

The Mechanical Trio: Brothers in Engineering

Conor, Kyle, and Adam Barrett are three
brothers with aknack for all things
mechanical. Conor, the eldest of thetrio,
has aready completed his studies and
embarked on his professional journey.
Having completed his studiesin 2022 at
ATU Donegal, he now holds the
esteemed position of Team Leader and
Mechanical Engineer at E&|
Engineering/Vertiv. His days are spent
overseeing the production of Busbar and
Switchgear components across two
departments. It's arole that demands both

technical expertise and leadership skills,
and Conor excelsin both. Hisjourney
from student to professional
demonstrates the practical application of
mechanical engineering in real-world
scenarios.

Following in Conor's footstepsis Kyle,
who'sin the final stretch of his
mechanical engineering degree at ATU
Donegal. Kyleis currently researching
the influence of marine propelled blade
pitch on thrust. And then there's Adam,
the youngest of the trio, just starting out

ATU graduate Conor Barrett pictured with ATU Students Kyle Barrett & Adam Barrett.

on hisjourney through the world of

mechanical engineering. While still in his

first year, and inspired by his brothers
achievements, he has embarked on a
hands-on project: building a miniature
“Ford Falcon” themed remote-controlled
robot.

Outside of the classroom, the Barrett
brothers share a passion for sports,
having played together on the same
football team. They also enjoy working

on fabrication projects, tinkering with go-

karts and buggies. Although the three
brothers are at different pointsin their
academic and professional careers, they
all share a passion for mechanical
engineering. They all chose to study
engineering at ATU Donegal where they
continue to learn and gain invaluable
skillsin a practical way whilst being
supported by the engineering team
throughout their studies and beyond.
From overseeing production to

researching marine propellorsto building :

remote-controlled robots, Conor, Kyle,
and Adam are proof that mechanical
engineering is afield where you can turn
your passion into a career —and have a
lot of fun doing it.

If you would like to find out more
about BSc (Hons) in Mechanical
Engineering, visit www.atu.ie/AU350

Electronics Engineer's
Innovation: Detecting
Defective Concrete Blocks with
Embedded Sensors

Former media production professional Edward
Doherty, after 15 yearsin thefield, seized the
opportunity for a career change amid COVID-
19'simpact on job prospects. With alifelong
interest in electronics, Edward enrolled in the
Bachelor of Engineering (Hons) in Electronic
Engineering course at ATU Donegal.
Witnessing family and acquaintances affected
by Defective Concrete Blocks (DCB),
commonly known as Mica blocks, prompted
Edward to embark on a groundbreaking project.
With aremediation scheme requiring avisual
assessment for eligibility, the delayed
appearance of tell-tale cracks leaves many
homeownersin uncertainty. Edward's initiative
aimsto develop alow-cost embedded sensor
system to detect DCB'’s. By gathering data from
various homes, the project seeksto create a
machine learning algorithm capable of
identifying defective structures, offering hope to
affected families.

If you would like to follow in Edwards footsteps
and explore your degree option in Electronic
Engineering visit www.atu.ie/AU351

Adam Molloy Drive Towards
Electric Vehicle Engineering
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Adam Molloy, astudent at ATU Donegal, is
carving his path in the realm of engineering,
with a specific focus on Electric Vehicles.
Adam'’s enthusiasm for the automotive industry
drew him towards ATU's programmein Electric
Vehicle Engineering.

Adam'’s favourite modulesinclude
Automotive Project Build and Mechanics, he
enjoys the emphasis on practical activities, and
the hands-on approach offered in the
curriculum, which involves designing, building,
and testing projects.

Encouraging prospective students, Adam
commented “ Attending the university's open
day gives learners the opportunity to find out
more about the programme. | found this useful
when making my decision about my degree
options.”

Adam'sjourney showcases how his passion
and education blend seamlessly. To find out
more about Bachelor of Engineering in Electric
Vehicle Engineering visit www.atu.ie/AU252
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Early Years students enjoy SNOW,
skiing and semester in NonNay

Doherty and Cillian Mc Gill,
‘ third year students currently
'studying the BSc (Hons) Early
Childhood Care, Health and Education

programme at ATU Donegdl, travelled to

Norway in January 2024 to begin a4-
month Erasmus study programme at the
prestigious Queen Maud University
College (QMUC) of Early Education in
Trondheim, Norway.

During their time in Norway, CJand
Cillian completed amix of academic
classes and placements in kindergarten
settings. They studied awide range of
modules and areas including dance,

drama, outdoor activities and Norwegian

culture.

CJand Cillian both enjoyed comparing
and contrasting the way of lifein Norway

compared to lifein Ireland. CJ

commented, "It was amazing how similar

and different the countries are to each
other, another bonusis having learners

from five different nationalitiesin my
course, as| get to hear five different
experiences which | feel helps meto
become a better pre-school teacher.”

Cillian further added, "I’ ve learned so
much about myself as a person and have
advanced so much as an educator. | can’t
wait to take these new learnings home
with me. It'sreally so interesting to see
the differences between Norway and
Ireland in kindergarten (créche)
education.”

CJand Cillian embraced the
extracurricular outdoor adventures, such
as skiing and snowboarding, and the
cultural experiences on offer in Norway
which included avisit to an open-air
museum in Reros.

Thetrip is funded through the Erasmus+
programme and to date approximately
sixteen Early Childhood Care, Health and
Education students have availed of this
funding. The bilateral agreement between

ATU lecturers Karen Patton and Mgella
McBride pictured with ATU students CJ
Doherty and Cillian Mc Gill,

ATU Donegal and QMUC, Norway has
been running successfully since 2011 and
wasinitially set up by ATU Lecturers Ms.
MajellaMc Bride, Dr. Karen Patton and
Dr.RitaMélia

ATU Health and Social Care student secures
prestigious Social Care Ireland Award

In 2024, Aine Hatzer, fourth
year BSc (Hons) in Hedlth and

Social Care student &t ATU included developing aQR code |
Donega was awarded the that brings studentsto the

‘Student of the Year’ prize ‘How to @ ATU’ section of the
presented by Socid Care University Student Toolkit. The  §

Irdland. The aim of the Socia
Carelrdand Student Award is
to recognise and reward
outstanding contribution and

excdllent performance of unique focus earned her the
Socid Care students. nationa recognition from
Aine collaboratively Social Care Irdland.

developed a‘ Student Guide
for first year university
students, providing information
about the resources and student

supports available at the
Donegd campuses, which

national award recognised that
thiswas the firg-time student
input was included in the
officid collegetoolkit. Aine's

To find out more about the
BSc (Hons) in Hedlth and
Socid Carevisit:
www.atu.ie/AU391

Childhood dream career made possible at ATU

L “ In 2022, the Department of Early

Childhood Care, Hedlth and Education

with Special NeedsAssistance (SNA).

| wanted to bean SNA and | was 0
happy to find out that the L etterkenny
university campus was offering a
programmeinthisarea.”

degree programme, Lauraisfinding her
studies and the small classsizes
enjoyable, she added, “1 find the course

launched anew degree programme at the
Letterkenny campusin Inclusive Practice

LauraMc Hugh, a second-year student
on the programme, was interested from an
early agein pursuing studiesin thisares,
Lauracommented, “ From the age of eight

Now in the second year the three-year

interesting, with the lecturers very helpful
especially if you have aquestion about a

particular topic. | dsolikethat | am apart

of asmall classgroup asthisgivesus

more time to discuss topics that you might

not understand.”

To further enhance students learning,
industry work placements are
incorporated in the programme. Laura
highlights how beneficial this experience
has been for her, “Thisyear | went on
work placement for eight weeksand |
redly enjoyed it. It gave methe
opportunity to put al the theory | have
learned over the past two yearsinto
practice, and it helped me understand
more about therole of the SNA ina
school setting.”

To find out more about the BSc in
Inclusive Practice for Specid Needs
Assigtance visit www.atu.ie/AU290

Studies, stepping
stones and support for
twin brothers

ATU Donegal Twin brothers Daniel and Luke
Doherty

United in their university choice, keento stay at
home for their third-level study, twin brothers Luke
and Daniel Doherty choseto study Early
Childhood Care, Hedlth, and Education together at
ATU Donegd’s L etterkenny campus.

Talking about their firgt-year journey in ATU
Donegd, Danid appreciates the supportive
learning facilities available to students on campus.
Luke, on the other hand, isenjoying histimein
lectureslearning about the variety of job
opportunities available as a childhood educator.
Lukeislooking forward to continuing his studies
in Primary School teaching when he graduates
from the Early Years programme.

To find out more about studying the BSc (Hons)
in Early Childhood Care, Hedlth and Education
vist www.atu.ie/AU390

Understanding Early
Education in the
Digital Era

Avril McMonagle, CEO and founder of MOSAIC-
Digital Solutionsfor Early Education joined ATU
Donegd’s L etterkenny campus recently to deliver
atalk with the BSc (Hons) and Higher Certificate
in Early Childhood Care, Hedlth and Education
students.

Thistalk primarily focused on sharing insightsto
students on how to managerisk in adigita world
in Early Childhood Education and Care settings,
highlighting the importance of child privacy, and
digitd datain the early years.

Avril aso gave an overview of her new book
during the visit. Students attending the talk got to
hear first-hand about professional experiencesand
challenges currently faced in industry.

To find out more about studying the Bachelor of
Science (Hons) in Early Childhood Care, Hedlth
and Education visit www.atu.ie/au390
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Local Talent Excels in
Bloanalytlcal Science at ATU

|

Asthe demand for skilled
professondsinthefield of
bicanalytical science continues
to grow, it's heartening to seelocal talent
making waves. Katelyn NicAoidh, a
graduate from the Bachelor of Science
(Hons) in Bioandytica Scienceat ATU
Donegd, isaprime example of this
Success.

TheBSc (Hons) in Bioanaytical
Scienceisrenowned for its
comprehensive curriculum, blending
theoretical knowledge with hands-on
experience. With afocus on subjectslike
Anatomy and Physiology and
Environmental Science, studentsare
equipped with the skills and expertise
needed to thrivein the ever-evolving
field of bicanalysis.

Throughout her timeat ATU Donegal,
Katelyn found hersalf surrounded by
passionate educators who were away's
willing to go the extramile to ensure
students success. The practical aspect of
the course further enhanced her learning
experience, alowing her to develop
strong lab skills and secure a summer
jobwith Randox &fter her third year.

Reflecting on her journey, Katelyn
encourages prospective studentsto put in
the work, emphasising that while the

course may be challenging, the rewards
arewell worth it in the end.

Following her graduation, Katelyn
pursued her passion for education,
completing her Mastersin Education
through the medium of Irish at the
University of Gaway. Currently, sheis
using her skills as aresource teacher and
substitute at Pobal scoil Ghaoth Dobhair,
with her sights set on securing afull-
time position for the upcoming school

year.

(Hons) in Bioandytica Scienceat ATU
Donega not only equips students with

the knowledge and skillsto excel in their

careers but also fosters a sense of
community and support that lastslong
after graduation.

If youwould liketo find out more
about BSc (Hons) in Bioanaytical
Science, visit www.atu.iefAU372

From France to Ireland, Celine’s Agriculture Study at ATU

In September 2023, international
student Cecile Leynaert made the
journey to ATU Donegal to begin an
Erasmus semester in the Bachelor of
Science (Hons) in Agriculture
programme.

Cecileisan agronomy student from
Rouen, near Normandy in France and
iscurrently studying in UniLaSalle
university.

Spesking of her timeat ATU
Donega Cecile commented, “| fed
fortunate to have had the opportunity
to spend a semester at Atlantic
Technologica University in
L etterkenny. This experience proved
incredibly enriching, both culturally
and intellectually. Ireland's stunning
landscapes and diverse biodiversity
drew me there, fostering my interest in
ecology and agriculture.”

While Cecile enjoyed the
opportunity to meet others within the

International Society on campus, she
also enjoyed the mixed approach to
learning within the programme. She
further added, “During my time at
ATU, field trips were organised, giving
us hands-on experience that enhanced
our classroom learning and allowed us
to develop practical skills. These trips
also provided opportunities to network
with professionals and explore various
career paths previously unexplored”.
In excellent timing, Cecile had the
opportunity to study the agriculture
programme’s new elective when she
joined in September. A new
environmental pathway has recently
been devel oped within the agriculture
programme in response to the growing
need for sustainable and environmental

education within the agricultural sector.

The first of the new modules within
this pathway was Ecology &
Ecosystems, which proved popular

with Cecile. She commented, “One
class that particularly stood out to me
was ecology. It shed light on the
challenges of balancing agricultural
practices with environmental
conservation efforts, especialy in
Ireland. This courseinspired meto
advocate for the necessary changesto

address climate change and protect our

environment and biodiversity. It
reinforced the importance of

preserving and finding solutions for the :

ecological challenges we face today”.
Summing up her experience Cecile

said, “I highly recommend this

experience at ATU, which has been

very enriching for me. I've come out of ¢

it stronger and with amore

international background that will help
me in my future professional projects.”

To find out more about the BSc
(Hons) inAgriculture at ATU visit
www.atu.ie/AU371

22nd Eurachem Analytical Measurement Competition

ATU Donegal students Eketerina
Savustyan and Alice Taddei participated
inthe 22nd Eurachem Analytical
Messurement Competition which
mirrorslaboratory practices but with
heightened stress. Despite the pressure,
the event yielded val uable experiences.
Engaging with peersfrom their field
expanded their network, fostering

potentia future collaborationsin
industry.

The competition comprised of two
experiments focused on determining the
concentration of an unknown sample.
Success depended on accuracy, with the
team closest to the actual concentration
declared the winner. Alongside the main
tasks, supplementary questions and

validations added to the complexity. With
only four hours alocated for completion,

efficiency was crucia. Overdl, the
competition provided achalenging yet
enriching platform to test the ATU
students’ skills and knowledge.

To find out more about Bachelor of

Science (Hons) in Bioanalytical Science,

vist www.atu.ie/au372

In conclusion, the Bachelor of Science

Sombhairle Mathers Finds Home
and Success at ATU Donegal

Somhairle Mathers hailsfrom Carey, arura areajust outside
Ballycastle in County Antrim. As he gpproached the end of his
A-levesat Cross and Passion College, he had aclear idea of
his desired field of study, aBacheor of Science (Hons) in
Agriculture. However, the choice of whereto pursue his
degree remained uncertain. Exploring options both north and
south of Ireland, Somhairle attended various university open
days. Yet, it wasthe open day at ATU Letterkenny that left a
lagting impression. Instantly feeling at home upon arrival, he
was drawn to the welcoming atmosphere and vibrant campus
life.

Within hisfirst week at ATU, Somhairle found himself not
only settling into academic life but also achieving successin
extracurricular activities. Joining the ATU Hurling tesm, he
soon earned a sports scholarship, providing not only financia
support but also accessto perks like phys otherapy, sports gear,
and tailored gym programmes. Engaging with campus
societies such asthe Agricultura Society and ‘An Cumann
Geellge,' reflecting hisfluency in Geellge. Getting involvedin
student life is one of the best waysto form friendships, he
commented, “1 have made lots of new friends on and off my
programme, from socid eventsin the town to my sporting
activitiesinwhich | aninvolved in.”

Reflecting on his experience with his chosen course et ATU
Donegal, Somhairle expresses satisfaction with the guidance
provided by lecturers and the hands-on practical approach to
learning. Whether working on farm enterprises acrossthe
county or conducting experimentsin the science labs, he
vauesthe diverse range of learning opportunities available.
Beyond the lecture theatre, Somhairle added, “ATU Donegal
offersawedth of facilities, including agym, library, and sports
fields, dl accessibleto students, | redly fed a home here.”

ATU Donegal Student Wins
Food Category Prize for
Problotlc Innovation

/ - . w
Winner ATU student Bridgeen Doherty pictured with EveAnne
McCarron and Dr. OrlaFynn President of ATU.

Bridgeen Doherty, afourth-year ATU Donegal Food Science
and Nutrition student, clinched the Food Category prize at the
Student Entrepreneur Awards. Her passion for fermentation
and its hedlth benefits led Bridgeen to develop water kefir asa
hedlthy aternative to mainstream fizzy drinks.

Bridgeen'sentry also included alow-alcohol version aimed
at the bar and restaurant market, promising less sugar and
additives. Having brewed weter kefir at homefor years, she
flavoursit with fruits and spices, advocating its probiotic
benefits on her Instagram page. Her win highlightsinnovation
and health consciousnessin food entrepreneurship whichisa
fundamental element of the Bachelor of Science (Hons) in
Food Science and Nutrition www.atu.ie/au370
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NURSING & HEALTH CARE

Health and Wellbeing Day hosted by ATU
Nursing Students

ond year General, Intellectual
isability and Mental Health

ursing students at ATU
Donegal ran the annual ‘Health and
Wellbeing Day’ at the Letterkenny
campus in May 2024. The students
hosted information stands along the

campus corridor and provided
intriguing insights about a health-

related topics to attendees at this event.

“Let’'s start fearing beer steering”;
“Don’t sugar coat diabetes’ and

“Breaking Bad Habits” were amongst

some of the stand themes present on

the day. During this event the students

provided informative, engaging and
interactive activities focused at
disseminating tailored health

information. The student-led event was :

filled with colour, vibrancy and
positive energy.

Over 150 people attend Spring Mental Health
Conference at ATU

In collaboration with Ulster
University (UU), Atlantic
Technologica University
(ATU) hosted a Spring
Conference addressing
issues surrounding college
students mental health and
wellbeing. The event, titled
"College Students Mental
Health and Wellbeing:
Challenges and
Opportunities," took placein
the Letterkenny campusin
February 2024.

Dr Louise McBride, Head
of the Department of
Nursing and Health Care at
ATU Donegal, highlighted
thereis now a heightened
urgency of addressing
mental health concerns
across all educational levels
with "Contemporary trends
suggesting that we now need
to refocus on mental health
and wellbeing not only at the
higher education level but
aso including secondary and
primary school levels."

Dr OrlaFlynn, ATU
President opened the
conference and welcomed
attendees from all over
Ireland. There was some
notable speakersin
attendance at the event,
including: Joe McHugh TD,
Professor Siobhan O’ Neill,
Professor of Mental Health
Sciences at Ulster University

and Mental Hedlth
Champion for Northern
Ireland, John Meehan,
Assistant National Director,
Mental Health Planning, and
Head of the HSE National
Officefor Suicide
Prevention, Professor Gary
Donohoe (NUIG), Clinica
Psychologist and Professor
of Psychology at the
University of Galway, Dr
Ross Woods, Senior
Manager, Teaching and
Learning, Student Success,
Health and Wellbeing,
Higher Education Authority

(HEA) and lastly, Paul
Hannigan Head of College at
ATU Donegal who closed
the conference.

The main aim of the
conference was to shed light
on the significant shiftsin
the mental health landscape
of higher education
institutions post the COVID-
19 pandemic. These changes
have had a profound impact
on students' progression,
attrition rates, and overall
college experiences,
according to evidence-based
research.

The conference aso
presented key findings and
recommendations from the
Higher Education Authority
North-South Research

funded I-SWAP project. This

initiative aimed to improve
the wellbeing and help-
seeking behaviours among
students living with ADHD
on the Idland of Ireland. The
[-SWAP research team
included Dr Elaine Murray
(UU), Dr Louise McBride
(ATU), Dr Margaret

McL afferty (UU) and James
Sweeney (ATU).

Placements and Practicals, the
Perfect Learning Environment

— e

Ethan Dilleystonisin his
third year studying Genera
Nursing at ATU Donegdl.
Upon enrolling in the
programme, Ethan didn’t
know whét to expect ahead
of histimeasastudent in
the L etterkenny campus.
Now with three years
experience under his belt,
Ethan sharesinsghtsto
prospective students

considering a career in - _

Nursing. b
Ethan commented, “First

of al, sudentshavealotof . o

placementsin hospitd and

community settings which givesthe learner agood insight

into future careers.” Ethan further added, “ AT ATU, we get
to see different areasin the hospitdl setting, different wards
such asthestre, paediatrics, and maternity.”

Ethan aso highlights that the mixture of theory and
practica learning delivered by lecturers equips students
ahead of the placement settings, he commented, “We have a
lot of practica-skills classes which give you a good break
from the books while learning what you would be doing on
Ste”

If gaining hands on experience through placement
opportunities or practical labsis of interest to you, find out
more about studying Genera Nursing at ATU Donegal visit
www.atu.ie/AU380

Intellectual Disability
Nursing student shares
love for studies

A ! N
Mary-Kate Browne is an Intellectual Disability (ID) Nursing
student at ATU Donegal. Now completing her second-year,
Mary-Kate shares her love for her sudies, “ The programme
is 50% theory on campus and 50% clinical placement at
various sites across Donegal. | had 6 placements across two
years, and | loved every moment of them.”

Mary-Kate passionately adds, “1D Nursing isatruly
rewarding profession as| can make ameaningful difference
in the lives of individuas with intellectua disabilities across
the lifespan where the Registered Nurse ID improvesthe
quality of lifefor al, empowers, upholds human rights and
delivers person-centred care.”

Sharing her career aspirationsfor the future, Mary-Kate
commented, “I want a community-based nursing job where
you see the ability and potential rather than the disability or
illness.”

If you areinterested in finding out more about the BSc
(Hons) in Intellectual Disability Nursing, visit:
www.atu.ie/au382
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ATU DONEGAL

STUDENT LIFE
ATU Donegal Student Achievement Awards

tlantic Technological
A University (ATU) Donegal

Student Achievement
Awardstook place in March 2024
in the Radisson Blu Hotel,
L etterkenny. The red carpet was
rolled out, and it was an evening of
style and glamour as over 200 staff
and students gathered to celebrate
the achievements of thisyear’s
clubsand societiesat ATU
Donegal.

The clubs & societies
programme hit amilestone this
year having 50 registered clubs and
societies at ATU Donegal. Opening
proceedings was Josephine Wilson,
Students’ Union General Manager
at ATU Donegal, who commented
that “This growth is hugely
reflected in the diverse range of
clubs and societies and in the
increase in student engagement
across the many activitiesand
events, both on and off campus’.

Guest Speaker, Mary Coughlan,
former Tanaiste, and most recently
elected asthefirst female
Chairperson of Donegal GAA
presented the Sports Awards on the
night. In her interview with
compere, Oisin Kelly from
Highland Radio, Mary reflected on

her own journey through university
and encouraged students to
appreciate the opportunities given
to them and the sacrifices made for
them. Mary aso advised students
to “Keep an open mind, be flexible
and start again when things don’t
alwayswork out. Always take care
of yourself and your mental and
physical wellbeing”.

Similarly, Dr OrlaFlynn, ATU
President, noted that “ Participation
in clubs and societiesis an
important part of student life and
the memories and friendships
made, last forever”. Dr. Flynn
presented several awards
including; Most Outstanding
Society Member, Most Improved
Society, Leadership Award, Best
Society and the Civic, Charity &
Community Engagement Award.

Clubs & Societies Scholarships
were also presented to six student
society leaders. The winners were
selected from alarge pool of
applicants and a diverse range of
clubs and societies. Each of the

winning students and
congratulated all clubs and
societies on the significant
contribution they continue to make

participation in these activities.
Paul also highlighted that ATU isa
“Diverseinstitution, developing
culture across the region, now

that “2023/24 had seen an increase
in the number of ATU Donegal
competitive sportsteams—15in
total. The plan isto further

to student life at ATU Donegal.
Paul reflected on the growth of the
Clubs & Societies Programme
over the years and the skills
developed by students from

winners received monetary awards
in recognition of their
achievements. Paul Hannigan,
Head of College, ATU Donegal,
presented the scholarships to the

the world”.

hosting an audience from all over

Michael Murphy, Head of Sport
at ATU Donegal provided areview
of the year in sport, commenting

develop these and other sportsin
the coming years with an
overarching aim to continuously
enhance the overall student
experience at ATU Donegal.”

What to do in Donegal

The Letterkenny campusisin the heart of Letterkenny town centre.
Letterkenny isalively town that offers awide range of international
cuisnesfrom your favourite regions, avibrant nightlife scene that
catersfor every mood and genre. Whether you arelooking for a
traditional Irish pub, stylish cocktail bar, live music scene or an
active nightlife, you will find it here. In addition, you'll find an 8
screen cinemaand the Aura Leisure Complex, which houses a25m
pool, tartan track and full equipped gym. Shop until you drop with
excellent shopping optionsthat suits every style, ranging from
independent shops to high street brands and for arts and culture

Theatre and aRegiona Cultura Centre which incorporates an art
gdlery, an auditorium and full cinemafacilities.
Our Killybegs campusislocated in Ireland’s premier fishing port

SCcenic campuses, its unique location incorporates spectacular
scenery and harbour views. Students that study in Killybegs enjoy
and prosper through small class sizes while experiencing a personal
approach to learning in acomfortable and welcoming environment.

some of the highest sea cliffsin Europe, rising an astonishing 600m
abovethewavesin Sliabh Liag.
Enjoy ardaxing walk around the country’s second largest

beautiful viewsfrom thetop of Mount Errigd. Visit one of the most
beautiful lighthousesin theworld at Fanad Lighthouse or choose
one of the countless picturesque beaches et Marble Hill to Murder
Hole dl of which islocated aong the famous Wild Atlantic Way.

enthusiaststhereisthe Arena 7 Entertainment Complex, An Grianan

whichisrichin tradition and heritage. Perhaps one of Ireland’s most

Donegd has been voted the fourth best region to visit in the world
(Lonely Planet) and ishometo Ireland’s most scenic areasincluding &

national park, Glenveagh Nationa Park or take ahike and enjoy the

i Accommodation
- v g

N

Donegal is one of the most affordable regions to
live, work, study and travel around, offering a
variety of student accommodation with the cost
of living being considerably lower than the
national average.

There is no on-campus accommodation,
however, there are several aternative options
available such as digs, housesto rent on a shared
basias, in addition to the variety of apartment
complexes built specifically for the student
market in Letterkenny.

Both campuses are quite central which makes
commuting simple for students as most
accommodeation is within 10 minutes’ walk of
each campus. Every year, the Students’ Union
(SU) generates and updates alist of available
student accommodation. This list isthen sent out
automatically to students who receive an offer
from ATU Donegal and is aso available online
from early August of each year. Students are
advised to begin the search for accommodation
early as demand can be high.
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Trips, talks and simulations for
Law and Business students

Elier this semester, Law and
Business students across dl years of
udy enjoyed aguided tour of the
Central Criminal Courtsin Dublin. Students
and lecturers attended a careerstalk by the
Courts Service and by the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions.

Students then had an opportunity to sitin
on severa crimind cases, including ajury
tria in relation to money laundering. This
alowed them to experience first-hand the
role played by the judge, jury, solicitors,
barristers, court clerk, Gardai and witnesses.

Thetrip aso included socid activities,
namely avisit to the Guinness Storehouse
where students from all three years got to

Minigter for Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gadltacht, Sport and Media, Catherine
Martin TD, launched Irdland'sfirst INSTO
Observatory at ATU Sligo on Thursday
May 2nd, marking a historic moment for
the nation's tourism industry and signalling
acommitment to sustainable practicesin the
Sector.

Theinitiative comes as Ireland sets
ambitious targets outlined in Vision 2030,
produced by the Irish Tourism Industry
Confederation (ITIC). Thevision
anticipates tourism revenuesincreasing
from €10 hillion to €15 billion while
employing 350,000 people and providing
€2.3 billion in exchequer revenuein Irdand.

To redlisethese amhbitions, the Atlantic
Sustainable Tourism Observatory will work
with destinations to measure and monitor
sustainable tourism indicators to inform
evidence-based planning.

ATU Sligo Tourism and Event
Management lecturer, Dr James Hanrahan,
has been announced as director of the new
Observatory. He said, “You can't manage
what you don't measure and monitor, and
the key to this processisto fund tourism
research to ensure we can trangition to
sustainable destinations and meet our
climate action commitments’.

The Observatory will measure and

know each other and shareidess.

Year 2 students conducted asimulated
meeting of the Council of the European
Union (Ministers of the Environment) as
part of their moduleon EU Law in
Semester 2. In the meeting, each student
represented adifferent EU Member State.
They discussed a Commission proposal on
anew Regulation to establish an'EU - Fair
Fashion' label in an attempt to dedl with the
ever growing disposable fast-fashion
industry. Simulation games are an important
mode of active learning on this degree.
Students experience first-hand how a
complex decision-making processworksin
practice and how difficult it can beto reach

- Tan

ATU Sligo lecturer Dr James Hanrahan, director of the new Observatory.

monitor over 40 indicatorsincluding
energy, waste and water consumption; the
percentage of residentswho are satisfied
with tourism in the destination; the average
carbon footprint of tourists and same-day
vigtors.

This collaboretive effort will assist
Ireland's commitment to monitoring the
economic, environmental, and social
impacts of tourism at the destination level,

agreement with groups representing awide
range of interests

Students also attended severa talksthis
year. High Court Judges Mr. Justice
Anthony Barr and The Hon. Mr Justice
John Jordan gave avery informative talk in
ATU Sligo to Law students from both our
Sligo and Donega campuses.

Year 3 students attended an Employment
Law Briefing delivered by Robin Hyde,
Siobhan McGowan and Don McGann of
Alastair Purdy & Co Solicitors at the Sligo
Park Hotel.

For more information on the three-year
BA (Hons) in Law and Business degree,
pleasevidt atu.ie/AU915

aligning with the principles advocated by
UN Tourism.
TheAtlantic Sustainable Tourism

Observatory Irefand achieved the distinction

of becoming the first member in Northern
Europe of the UN Tourism International
Network of Sustainable Tourism
Observatories (INSTO), marking a
significant milestonein Ireland's dedication
to sustainable tourism practices.

Endless possibilities with
a Business degree

A degree in business opens awide range of
dynamic and exciting career opportunities. INATU
Sligo, we offer programmesin thisareaat Level 8
and Level 7. In Year 4 of our BBs (Hons) in
Business, students may specidise in Human
Resource Management, Marketing or Finance.
Work placements, Erasmus+ opportunities,
professional accreditation, real-life projects and
guest speakers are abig part of our business
programmes. This ensures graduates have the
necessary skillsto start their own business, take up
amanagement position in a multinational
company, become a marketing executive and so
much more.

Digital marketing is one
of the fastest growing
in-demand skills

Digital marketing is one of the fastest growingin-
demand skills, ranking in Coursera'stop 10listin
their Job Skills of 2024 report as published by
Forbes. The report also noted that the industry will
be worth $1.5 trillion by the year 2030.

Professonswithin digital marketing are set to
witness a 6% increase in growth by 2032, higher
than the average job growth rate. The digital
marketing industry is strongly spurred on by
consumer trends, particularly on socia media, with
an estimated 76% of consumers browsing and
purchasing itemsviasocia media. In 2023 alone,
there were 4.89 hillion socid mediausers
worldwide.

Throughout their studies, we equip Marketing
students with the necessary skillsto be at the
forefront of this exciting and ever-evolving
industry. Modules such as Socia Mediaand Digital
Marketing Planning, Digital Content, e-Commerce
and Creative Marketing Practice employ the latest
digital technologies and techniques.

Another very important aspect of our degreeis
work placement. In Year 3, students complete an 8-
week work placement. This year students
completed their work placementsin sectors
including fashion, sport, renewable energy, finance,
accounting, engineering and education. The broad
range of sectorsfurther highlights the need for
skilled marketeers.

Marketing professionals are also securing rolesin
tractive locations. Citieslike New York, Los
Angeles, London, Paris, Singapore, and Sydney
have dl seen an influx of fresh marketing talent.
Many of our graduates are taking advantage of
these worl dwide work opportunities.

Business and Irish
degree targeted at
meeting teaching and

Developed in collaboration between ATU Sligo
and ATU St Angelas, the three-year BA (Hons)
in Business and Irish will help address skills
shortages in the Irish language.

The Officia Languages (Amendment) Act
2021 has targets whereby 20% of public sector
employees will be proficient in Irish by 2030.

Thereisaso ashortage of qualified
secondary school Irish teachers. A TUI survey
of principals and deputy principalsin 104
school's across the country in late 2023 found
that 89% of schools experienced recruitment
difficulties in the previous 12 months. Irish was
in the top five most difficult subjects to employ
qualified teachersin.

Business and Irish graduates may progress to
aProfessional Master of Education (PME) to
become secondary school teachers of Business
and Irish. This degree aligns with the
requirements of both subjects.

Graduate employment opportunities exist in
arts and culture, public sector organisations,
ICT, financia services and marketing. There
are also avariety of rolesin communication and
media, where the Irish language is core.

For more information on our Business and
Irish degree, please visit atu.ie/AU906

Zoe receives the highest
marks in Ireland in

Accounting exams

ATU Sligo Accounting
graduate Zoe Clarke
received the highest mark
inlreland for her
Advanced Financid
Management (AFM)
exam and placed 8thin
the world overdll.

Zoe wasinformed of
the good news by Stephen
Noonan, Head of the
Association of Chartered
Certified Accountants (ACCA) Ireland. In aletter
to Zoe, Stephen said “ On behalf of ACCA, |
would like to congratul ate you on your
achievement, and | want to wish you every
success with your career and ACCA journey.”

The county Monaghan nativeis currently
employed asa Trainee Accountant at Kelly Rahill
& Co and went to secondary school in Largy
College, Clones.

Our three-year BA (Hons) in Accounting offers
generous exemptions from the professional
accountancy exams. Our final-year students are
experiencing high demand for their skill set and
receive numerous offers of employment both
locally and nationally, often prior to completion
of the degree.

For more information on our Accounting
degree, please visit atu.ie/AU902

Business and ICT students attend
week-long project in Eindhoven

The ICT and Business
Multidisciplinary Internation Project
took place from April 8th to April
12th in Eindhoven, The Netherlands. 63
students and 12 lecturers from seven
different European universities, including
final year studentsfrom ATU Sligo's
Businessand ICT degree, attended the
week-long event.

Students worked on aweb-based
business smulation game for abicycle
company. The objective of the game wasto
make the business more circular. Students
from the different universitiesworked in
collaboration in separate groups, with each
group running the company for one virtual
year over the course of the week.

The group that achieved the most
circularity while remaining the most
profitable, won the task. In addition to the

Circular Economy Project, students were
encouraged to put forward abusinessidea
and pitch it to a panel.

Other activities over the course of the
week included a culturd tasting evening,
dinner at an outdoor food truck, a cultural
exploration of Eindhoven, acompany
presentation by Phillipsand avisit to the
Phillips Museum.

Thereis currently a shortage of
accredited computer science teachersin
Ireland, and aworldwide shortage of ICT
skills, meaning our graduates are in very
high demand.

Our Businessand ICT degree offers
students a pathway to becoming a
secondary school teacher of both computer
science and business. A 2023 report
highlighted there were just 34 accredited
computer science teachersin Ireland

before the start of the school year in 2022.
Thereport highlighted that in 2022 only
15.6% of post-primary schools offered
computer science as aLeaving Certificate
subject despite the computer science
curriculum being designed and published
in2017.

The Department of Skillsand Education,
alongside the Higher & Further Education
and Training Sector, are working with
industry to meet Irdland'shigh-level ICT
skill needs. As set out in the * Technology
Skills 2022: Irdland's Third ICT Skills
Action Plan’, they will deliver an
additional 3,200 high-level ICT graduates
per annum above the existing planned
increase in provision to 2022.

For more information about our BA
(Hons) in Businessand ICT, visit
atu.iefau901

Sport with Business students highlight the positives of variety

Following research with current students,
an increase in gpplications to study Sport
with Business (Level 8) and Applied Sport
with Business (Level 7) in ATU Sligo has
been attributed to the range of options
available upon graduation. Graduates can
secure careers as PE teachers, high level
sports coaches, hedlth professionds, take
up marketing and management rolesin a
wide variety of businesses and sectors, or
become entrepreneurs.

This variety of optionswas evident in the
range of work placements students secured
thisyear. Work placementsincluded
working with Connacht GAA as
Development Officers, PE teaching,
coaching with Sligo Rovers, working at the
ExWell Medical rehabilitation centre,
businessrolesin avariety of organisations,
fitnessinstruction in state-of-the-art gyms
and Erasmust+ placements to destinations
including Spain and Germany.

Students remarked on how they loved
the mixture of classroom and practical
teaching, from digital mediaand sports
marketing to athletics and disability sport

inclusion. Outdoor modules take placein
settings such as Benbulben and Strandhill,
whilst professiona coaches regularly work
with students as they obtain their coaching
badges which includes GAA, IRFU and
Basketball Ireland. Students can dso
obtain sportsindustry qualifications

T

including fitnessinstruction and swim
teaching.

The consultation proved to be very
positive. It highlighted the importance of
giving students varied modules and options
upon graduation, two key ingredientsin
these Sport with Business degrees.

- =
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SOCIAL SCIENCES

English and Psychology degree
awarded PSI accreditation

TU Sligo’'sBA (Hons) in English

and Psychology degree has been

awarded accreditation with The
Psychological Society of Irdland (PSI) for
the Psychology strand of the programme.
Throughout their studies on this three-
year degree, students have 50% of their
modules in the English strand and 50% of
their modulesin the Psychology strand.
This ensures career opportunitiesfor
graduates are significant and diverse, as
are postgraduate options. Graduates may
specialise in specific postgraduate studies,
apply to complete a Psychology
conversion programme, or apply to
complete a Professiona Master of
Education (PME) to become a secondary
school teacher of English.
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Sociology and Politics students visit Dail Eireann

Aspart of their studies, Sociology and
Politics students visited Déil Eireannin
Semester 2 dong with their lecturers.

Students had the opportunity to meet with
local representative from across the political
spectrum and discuss some pressing issues
impacting students and young peoplein the
Sligo/Leitrim constituency.

Students a so attended the Déil chamber
for Leaders Questions, watched adebatein
Seanad Eireann and took atour of Leinster
House. A particular highlight wasa* shout
out’ from new Taoiseach Simon Harriswho
welcomed the students of ATU Sligo to the
Oireachtas.

Lunch was served in the Déll Bar where
students and staff met Parliamentary
Assistant Jess Ni Maolan. Jess shared her
experiences of working in policy
development and her expertise around
transport issues, sustainability and
connectivity askey areas of strategic
development.

The day was completed with atrip to 14
Henrietta Street, a beautiful museum in the
North Inner City of Dublin. Thisisasocid
history museum which chronicles Dublin
life from its Georgian heyday to tenement

living to contemporary times. Students
connected with the socid history of the
capital and housing policy over a300-year
period through the stories of the individuals
and familieswho havelived in this

historical building. :
Thefield trip provided a great opportunity :

for gudentsto enhancetheir learning with ¢

direct experience of representative

democracy in action.

Tusla highlight need for social care workers

Shannan highlights
opportunities for Early
Education and Care
graduates

Shannan Mulrooney, graduate of the Early Educa-
tion and Care programme, and now owner of Maia
Purposeful Play.

The BEd (Hons) in Early Education and Care
degree offers countless opportunities for
graduates, and Shannan Mulrooney is proof of
that.

After graduating in 2015, Shannan moved to
RasAl-Khaimah in the United Arab Emirates to
work as aPrimary School Teacher inthe
International School of Choueifat. Following
three years teaching there she moved to Dubai to
work as aPrimary School Teacher once again,
thistime in the Emirates International School.
During her time in the UAE Shannan aso
completed a PGCE in Primary Education through
the University of Sunderland.

Shannan then decided it was time to move back
to Sligo where shejoined Little Pathways Creche
asaRoom Leader before taking up employment
asaPrimary School Teacher for over two years.

Following her return to Sligo, Shannan aso
returned to education and completed ATU’'s MA
in Leadership and Advocacy in the Early Years
whilst working. This ultimately led to Shannan
setting up her own business, Maia Purposeful
Play.

Maia Purposeful Play facilitates child-led play
classes and workshops to enhance children’s
holistic development through carefully planned
playful experiences.

Our Early Education and Care degreeis one of
three Higher Education Ingtitutionsin Ireland
offering this focused education curriculum. Learn
more by visiting atu.ie/AU919
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COMPUTING
Why choose Computing in ATU Sligo?

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

« Our programmes are devel oped with

industry experts.

* We equip you with the skills employers
want.

» A common first year acrossal our
computing degrees gives you more
flexibility.

* Three-month work placement on all
computing programmes.

e Industry based project in Year 3.

» State of the art facilities, with new
computing labs that opened in 2024.

* 70% of studentsgain full time
employment from their work placement
aone

* There is a computing graduate shortage
inlreland and globaly.

* Graduate salaries of over €30k.

Video games sector continues to rapidly expand

ATU Sligo Games Development graduates
arein high demand as the gaming sector
sees a staggering surge in popul arity.
Indeed, anumber of graduates are now
working for some of the industry’s biggest
names including Noel Conneely and
Tommy Corcoran who both work for
Rockstar Games.

The Globa Games Market Report
estimates that the number of people playing
video gameswas 3.38 hillion in 2023.

In 2023, worldwide movie box office
receipts were $33.9 hillion. In the same
period, the global games industry was
worth $184 hillion. Unlike movie
productions, games are geared towards
ongoing development over along term,
often involving hundreds on ateam to
produce engaging, immersive experiences
that keep gamers coming back for more.

Further proof of gaming's growing
presence in popular culture was when
Disney bought a$1.5 billion stake in Epic
Games, the maker of Fortnite.

A report published by the Financial
Timesin 2023, following anaysis by
global consultancy firm Bain and
Company, predictsthat global revenue for
the games development industry will grow
more than 50% by 2027. The gaming

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

industry is estimated to generate more
money than the movie and music
businesses combined.

Digital gaming isapriority sector for
IDA Ireland, with a Digital Games Tax
Credit in place to further accelerate this
industry. Black Shamrock, the company
behind some of the world’'s most popular
action-adventure games for PCs and
consoles announced it would grow its
Dublin studio into a 200-strong team.

One of the biggest endorsements of
Ireland as alocation for building agames
studio came when John Romero chose
Galway asthe base for his company
Romero Games. Romero is games industry
royalty, having originally developed the
game series Doom — one of the most
successful video games of all time.

Herein Sligo, anew €1.9m gaming hub
in at the Strand Campusin Strandhill will
provide aflexible workspace for
companiesworking in the digital gaming
sector. The hub will help entrepreneurs
start and scale innovative gaming
businesses. Strand Campus aims to become
an internationa digital gaming
development hub, further enhancing
“Silicon Sligo’'s’ growing reputation as a
destination technology cluster.

77—\

Thereis capacity for 20 different gaming :

companies and can support afurther 40
companies through the establishment of a
digital games cluster in the northwest.

For moreinformation, visit atu.ief/AU348

Ellen takes advantage of employment opportunities

Ellen Woodward is an excellent example of our computing

Spesking to RTE 1 in February
2024, Tuda CEO Kate Duggan
spoke about the shortage of socia
careworkersin Ireland.
K ate noted Tuda have reached
their funded workforce but dueto
ashortage of social care workers
throughout Ireland and Europe,
there is an inadequate supply. She
said Tudawould idedlly need an
additional 200 socia care
workers.

Discussing specia
emergencies arrangement for
children, Kate outlined that since

the agency was established a
decade ago referrads have
doubled to 90,000 in 2023.

On 1 December 2025, thetitle
socia care worker will becomea
legaly protected titlein Ireland.

The BA (Hons) in Socia Care
Practicein ATU Sligo hasbeen
approved by the Socia Care
Workers Registration Board as
attesting to the standard of
proficiency required for
registration for socia care
workers.

Thisprogrammein ATU Sligo

wasthefirgt Socid Care Practice
programmein Ireland to secure
its (Professional Regulator)
CORU gpproval.

Graduates have the skillsand
competenciesto work with
marginalised and excluded
people, such as disabled,
homeless, those experiencing
addictions or whom, for avariety
of reasons, may require
stance and support. Socid
care practitioners may be
employed in the hedlth services,
voluntary organisations, in

community-based bodies and the
private sector.

Thisisadynamic field to work
in and students regularly graduate
with job prospects awaiting them
because of the integral
professiona practice placement
modulesin Year 2 and Year 3.

Graduates may also engagein
further speciaised study, work in
policy or research areas or
establish their own businessina
relevant area. We dso offer a
CORU approved Magter of Arts
in Socia Work inATU Sligo.

students securing employment whilst studying. After Ellen
completed Year 1 of our BSc (Hons) in Computing she spent
timein Overstock, Sligo on an internship. Following
completion of Year 2, Ellen spent four months working asa
Software Engineer Intern a Trailstone Group in Sigo. This
included an opportunity to lead ateam in a project that
involved atransition from an old C# and WPF application to
amodern Python and React app.

Now in Year 3, Ellenis completing an Erasmus+ as part of
her studies. She now works as a Junior Software Developer
with Workdeck in Barcelona, Spain.

Over 70% of our students gain employment asadirect
result of their work placement. This year, for example, some
of our Year 4 BSc (Hons) in Software Development students |
have secured employment with Dell Technologiesin Dublin
before even sitting their final exams.

Huge demand for cyber
security graduates

The 2021 ransomware attack on the Health Service
Executive (HSE) in Ireland further highlighted the
need for graduates within the area of cyber
security. Internationally, there is a severe shortage
of cyber security professionals and Cyber Ireland
estimate agloba shortfal of between 1.8 and 3.5
million security professionasin the coming yesars.

We have seen how the cost of adata breach can
end up being enormous, with both direct and
indirect expenses. The largest data breach to date
had three billion account records compromised.
These records contained sensitive data about
individuals. IBM have stated that the global
average cost of adata breach is $3.86 million. The
HSE attack saw 700GB of filesstolen and a
ransom of almost $20m demanded.

The cyber security eco-system has evolved and
grown &t an exponentia rate over the last number
of yearsand isacritical aspect for al sectors of our
economy. Paul Brady, Director of Enterprise
Information Security, Optum Ireland says“As
society becomes more dependent on technol ogy,
the impact of acyber-attack will be much greater
than just financia or reputational. We need
graduatesto help deliver cyber security solutions.”

Our degreesin Computer Networks and Cyber
Security are available at Level 8 (AU956) and
Level 7 (AUB46). We equip students with the skills
to work anywhere within this vitaly important area
and aim to play our part to help ease the skills
shortagesin cyber security. A qualification in cyber
security can lead to an exciting and varied career in
an array of industries, with graduates commanding
high sdlaries.

New computing facilities
in ATU Sligo

New high-tech computer teaching labs opened a
ATU Sligo in early 2024 and give students access
to the latest advancements in technology. The labs
are part of the multimillion-euro devel opment of
central campus, turning asingle floor building into
amodern four storey complex.
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Mechatronics students part of
Kempten University exchange

TU Sligo Mechatronic Engineering
students benefit from an annual

exchange programme with
Kempten University, Germany. The
exchange allows students to build up
international connections and immerse

themselvesin anew learning environment.

Earlier this year, students and lecturers

spent one week in the German university.

Students attended |ectures in mobile

metrology, gaining val uable knowledge
from Kempten'sfaculty.

There were aso factory visitsto
Swoboda and Fendt Tractors. At Fendt

Tractors students witnessed the impressive

assembly line of tractors first-hand.

An official civic reception hosted by the

Lady Mayor of Kempten during the visit
strengthened the bond between Sligo and
itstwin city, Kempten. Students also

alocal climbing centre, the renowned
Deutsches Museum and a captivating
Munich tour.

Kempton University students and
lecturersthen visited ATU Sligo from April
29th to May 6th 2024. Students
participated in labs and lectures and visited
locdl factories. The German and Irish
students also enjoyed nights out in Sligo
and took part in arange of activitiesto

Leah McElvaney wins
Kirby Group Engineering
Bursary

Mechanical Engineering student Leah
McElvaney was announced as one of only five
winners of the Kirby Group Engineering third
level bursary programme earlier thisyear. The
programme s part of Kirby's drive to promote
the engineering sector among female students.
Thisyear’s winners were chosen following a
thorough selection process by Kirby senior
management. The recipients received a full
scholarship to cover the academic year 2023/24,
aswell as paid professional placements on
Kirby’s exciting engineering projects.

Construction students
complete dual semester
project

Our Advanced Wood and ]
Sustainable Building m—— 2
Technology (Level 7) and |
Construction Project
Management and Applied
Technology (Level 8)
students completed adual |
semester project with —
Insulated Concrete Form ﬁ‘
(ICF) from Thermohouse

ICF thisyear. All relevant foundation, wall and
roof junctionswere detailed to comply with
Technical Guidance Documents. A range of
finishes and detail s were also completed to
demonstrate capabilities of the construction
system.

Group projects are an important aspect of our
degrees. Full size sectiona models encourage
graphical, practical skills and visualisation
capabilities of students based on modern
methods of construction and passive house
principles.

o

robotics, process automation and enjoyed socid activitiesincluding visitsto  further foster friendships.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ATU Sligo initiative to aid the promotion of gender balance in the constructlon sector

ATU Sligo has seen year-on-year growth
in female student numbers across
congtruction and civil engineering
programmes. Building on this progress, a
Fema e Student Network has been
established within the Civil Engineering
and Congtruction programmes at ATU
Sligo. Thisallows our studentsto have a
strong peer group, which will help them
stleinto third level education and aid
retention.

Treditiondly, careersin construction
have mainly appeded to males. Asa
result, according to the Construction
Industry Federation (CIF), only 1in 10
employees arefemale. During atime of
unprecedented government capital
investment plansto address shortagesin
housing and improve our roads, rail and
water infrastructure, there are significant
shortages of graduates from construction

related programmes. Without addressing
this gender balanceissue, it will bea
major chalenge to ensure an adequate
supply of graduates over the next few
decades to satisfy growing demand. In
fact, the CIF has highlighted that 112,000
additional construction workerswill be
required.

Trevor McSharry, Head of Department
of Civil Engineering and Construction
added, “With improving health and safety,
the use of digital technologies and afocus
on collaboration and sustainahility, | think
alot of females are now considering
congtruction related programmes asthe
sector evolves. Improving gender balance
within the congtruction sector isakey
priority for al nationa bodies, not only to
address kill shortages, but also to
improve team diversity, incluson and
overal performance”

Trevor McSharry (Head of Department Civil Engineering and Construction), Kieran Gallagher - (ATU Sligo
Lecturer in Congruction), Lily Vickers (Project Management), Amy Donohoe (Quantity Surveying), Laura Connolly
(Advanced Wood and Sustainable Building Technology), Audrey Adams Horan (Quantity Surveying), Teni Bada
(Congtruction Project Management), Mary Ann McCann (Quantity Surveying), Stef Russdll (Advanced Wood and
Sustai nable Building Technology), Cacimhe Clark Hagan (Construction Project Management), Aimee Branley
(Congtruction Project Management) and Lisa Brennan (ATU Sligo Lecturer in Congtruction).

New Civil Engineering
facilities

Sligo Engineering and Technology Expo 2024

he 10th Sligo Engineering and Technology Expo returned to ATU Sligo in May 2024. The Expo showcased projects of over 100 fina
: year students, including a Biogas Harvester, Vision-Based Fall Detection Systems, Intelligent Apple Qudity Detection Machine, Fire

: Fighting Robot, Hydro Harvester and much more. The Expo is aso atended by arange of companiesincluding Fortune 500 industry
. leaders, which alows students to network with potential employers.

The ATU Sligo Civil Engineering labs got an
upgrade earlier thisyear. New state of-the-art
facilities across our Geotechnical Centrifuge
Laboratory, Water Engineering Laboratory and
Hydraulics and Renewable Energy Laboratory,
ensure our students have access to the latest
technology advancements within the industry.

Mechanical
Engineering students
spend week studying

in Germany

Mechanical Engineering students and their
lecturers spent aweek in Esdingen University of
Applied Sciences, near Stuttgart, as part of a
Blended Intensive Programmein Materia
Technology and Processes. ATU Sligo were joined
by students and lecturers from universitiesin South
Africa, Sweden, Poland, Cyprus, Greece, Finland
and Madta

Throughout the week, studentstook part in
advanced labs, practicals and lectures. Labs and
practicalsincluded fatigue analysis for aluminium,
FEM and apractical session on deep drawing of
metals, and preparation of metal samplesand
ingpection of microstructure in various samples
under high powered microscopes. Lectures were
delivered in fatigue andysisin metals, additive
manufacturing for metals, and deep draw andlysis
in sheet metal forming.

Students toured the Porsche manufacturing plant
where they were brought around the production
lineto view how the Porsche Cayenne and 911
vehicles are assembled. They aso visited Trumpf
manufacturing and research campus, where
students learned about the high technology field of
lasersand 3D printing.

There were also lots of fun activities scheduled
such as go-karting, ice-skating and a day at
Tripsdrill Theme Park.

In October 2024 ancther group of Mechanical
Engineering studentswill participate in the week-
long programme.

Quantity Surveying and Civil Englneerlng site visits

¢ Our Quantity Surveyl ng and Civil Engineering students went
: onseverd Stevisitsthroughout the year. Sitevisitsare akey
: eement of these degrees asthey alow studentsto gain

: vauablered-world experience.

¢ Studentsfrom both degrees visited the Athlone Main

: Drainage Schemein March and enjoyed asite tour with

: Project Manager Ronan Royston. They witnessed first-hand
+ the meticulous planning, execution and problem-solving

¢ required for such avital infrastructure project.

¢ Quantity Surveying students were also given aguided tour
+ of Goldcross Developments residential development in Sligo,
+ and visited award winning Mechanica and Electrical

¢+ Contractors, King & Moffatt Building Services, in Leitrim.

. Year 4 Civil Engineering students enjoyed avisit to Bord

¢ naMonaand ESB Oweninny Wind Farm Visitor Centrein

¢ Mayo. Thevisit dlowed studentsto get an up-close view of

: Ireland’slargest windfarm and EirGrid Group connection.
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Fascmatlng studies for Forensu:s students

: vvw“rwg vr

here isnever aduII day studying Forensc Investigetion and

I Anaysisin ATU Sligo. Some practica highlightsthis year
included experiencing target practice and analysing gunshot

resdue at Lough Bo shooting range, undertaking the forensic
investigation of acar, and asmulated murder scene et the Clayton
Hotel in Sligo. Students also spent avery informative day in The

State Laboratory, Kildare.

Throughout their studies, students engage in anumber of practica
learning experiences. Alongside those mentioned above, students
asotrain in molecular biology techniques for the development of
DNA profiles, learn how to test for toxinsand illicit drugs, and

complete expert witnesstraining.

.
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Human Nutrition students develop healthy
products as global market rapidly expands

Year 3 Human Nultrition
students have been busy with
their Food Product
Development module over the
past few months. They
developed several products that
are nutritious, tasty and
sustainable, and presented these
in ashowcase.

Student productsincluded
gluten free muffins, high protein
plant-based soup and high
protein pudding to address the
nutritional needs of older adults,

flower-shaped gluten free
pancakesfor children’s packed
lunch, high protein vegan pasta
saucefor athletes, plant-based
nutritious savoury snacks, and
dessart for busy people on the
go. Asoutlined by Linkedin, the
2024 Hedlth Food Market
Report valued the global hedlth
food market a over $450hbillion
and isprojected to grow to a
value of over $645hillion by
2032.

Thisgrowth isfudled by

changing consumer preferences,
increasing hedlth awareness and
theriseinlifestyle-reated
diseases. We only need to visit
our local supermarket to see
first hand how our shelves have
evolved, and continueto evolve,
with more options than ever
before.

Gluten-free products,
followed by dairy-free and
plant-based dternatives
dominate the market, with a
growing number of people

diagnosed with food
intolerances and dlergies
alongside those choosing
products for lifestyle reasons.
Elsawhere, Clean Labd
Foods made with minimal and
naturd ingredients are growing
in popularity asarethe
convenience of hedlthy ready-
to-eat medlsin an increasingly
busy society. Indeed, e-
commerce and the ease of
ordering healthy measonline
are seen as one of the biggest
growth sectorsin the future.

Protein supplements, essential

for muscle building and weight
management, are the fastest-

growing market segment and in

the beverage sector, functional

drinks, low-sugar and sugar-free :

options continue to flourish.
Probiotics and fermented

foods, integral for gut healthare

also increasingly popular. We
only need to watch the recent
Netflix documentary “Hack
Your Hedlth: The Secrets of

Your Gut” to seetheimportance

of thesefoods and nutrients.
Thisisal great newsfor our
Human Nutrition graduates as

not only can they pursue careers

in this exciting industry, they

dsohavetheskillstoworkina  *

variety of food and nutrition
industries or pursue further
studiesin multiple aress,
including dietetics.

Clinical Measurement
Physiologists on
Critical Skills
Occupations List

ATU Slgo lecturersin Clinical Measurement
Physiology Tanya Byrne Pratt and Paul Nolan, with
Karen Dobbyn, Director of Professional
Development & Chair of the Academic
Accreditation Council for the Irish Ingtitute of
Clinical Measurement Physiology (IICMP).

Graduates from our BSc (Hons) in Clinical
Measurement Physiology are in high demand to
meet a growing skills shortage. Thereis huge
demand for this profession in Ireland and
globally, with the demand forecast to
significantly grow in the coming years.

The Government’s Critical Skills Occupations
List outlines employments where thereis a
shortage in qualifications, experience or skills
which are required for the proper functioning of
the economy. Thelatest list was published in
December 2023 and included Clinical
Measurement Physiologists.

Clinical Measurement Physiologists perform
diagnostic tests for patients, reporting and acting
on the outcomes, and being part of the
interdisciplinary team treating patients.

Some Clinical Measurement Physiologists
work in invasive areas such as operating theatres.
Most of thiswork is hospital based but there are
increasing opportunities to work in the
community with the development of community
based diagnostic hubs.

Our degree was developed in collaboration
with the Irish Institute of Clinical Measurement
and allows gradates to work anywherein the
world.

There are only two clinical measurement
physiology degreesin Ireland at undergraduate
level, and for the first time, our degree provides
students with the opportunity to trainin al five
disciplines — gastrointestinal, neurology, vascular,
respiratory and cardiology.

During their studies, students undertake minor
clinical placementsin three of the five
disciplines. Each minor placement isaminimum
of 300 hours. In the final semester of Year 4,
students undertake amajor placement of 480
hoursin one of the minor disciplines. Graduates
aso have many additional career paths available
to them.

For more information, please visit atu.ie/AU973
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New teaching gym for
Health Science
degrees

A new teaching gym for our Health Science
degrees will open later in 2024. Located in the
centre of the campus, in what was the Black
Box Performance Theatre, the gym will include
state-of-the-art facilities to ensure our students
have access to the latest technol ogies within the
industry.

The renovated space will include a Biodex
I sokinetic System 4 which can test aspects of
muscular fitness including maximal strength of
muscle groups, a BodPod which is one of the
gold standard testing techniques to measure
body composition, a Cortex Gas Metabolic
Analyser for VO2Max testing which assesses
cardiovascular fitness and fuel utilisation, and a
G-Walk which can analyse aspects of how
people walk such as gait analysis and weight
distribution.

A huge benefit of our Health Science degrees
isthat they give students options and flexibility.
Firstly, they offer pathways into careers such as
physiotherapy, occupational therapy,
radiography and speech and language therapy.

We have seen students who were positive that
they wanted to study physiotherapy change to
occupational therapy or radiography after
experiencing different modules in the degree, or
vice versa. This situation occurs each year and it
is extremely important to allow this flexibility.
Throughout their studies and upon graduation,
our students have the option to pursue any of
these allied health professions.

Many graduates choose not to pursue an
alied health profession and take up
employment in awide range of areas related to
health and physical activity including sports
development, sports science, physical activity
promotion, health promotion and much more.
Graduates also pursue Level 9 and Level 10
studies in programmes such as Health
Promotion and Sports and Exercise Nutrition
herein ATU.

Students can also obtain embedded awards in
fitness instruction and personal training,
aongside international accreditation with the
IUHPE as aregistered health promotion
practitioner.

SCIENCE

pharmaceuticals globally, accounting for

I reland is now the third largest exporter of
€116+ hillion in exports annually.

¢ Pharmaexportsjumped to amost €9bnin

¢ January 2024, up 48pc from the sametime
¢ in2023. Thisindustry accounted for 47.5pc
: of al Irish exports across the month.

With 19 of the world'stop 20

+ pharmaceutical firms based in Ireland, the
+demand within the pharmaceutical and

: medtech industriesfor skilled graduatesis at
+ andl-time high. Bio-Pharmaceutical

: companies are attracted to Ireland thanks to
+ the deep pool of talent coming out of higher
: education indtitutes such asATU Sligo.

Sligo isrecognised as arapidly

: devel oping hot spot for the collaborative

: dustersthat develop from operationa and
+ research excellence between education and
: industry. These collaboretive clustersin

+ pharmaceuticd, biotechnology, medical

: devices and diagnogtics have been akey

¢ element behind the remarkable growth in

: thissector.

Irdland’s pharmaceutical industry offersa

+ widerange of products and services, from

: research and development for new

+ medicinesto the manufacturing and

:+ marketing of new medicines for humans and
¢ animas. The sector continuesto develop

:+ and evolve and, more recently, Ireland has

: expanded its global hub beyond

¢+ commercidisation to includeinnovation,
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: Environmental Science: From summer schools to soil

¢ Thelatest sciencefromthe UN's

: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
+ indicatesthat greenhouse gas emissions need
* to be cut 43% by 2030, compared to 2019

: levels. Sustainahility and climate change, as
: weall know, are mgjor global issues.

Our Environmental Science with Ecology

: graduates play akey rolein identifying

+ solutions and making change. Throughout

. the degree, we equip students with the skills
: to have apositiveimpact on the future of the
¢ planet.

For instance, 11 students from our

¢ Environmental Sciencewith Ecology,
¢ Creative Design and Business degrees will
+ participate in the Sustainable Futures

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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digitalisation and next generation
technologies.

Over 30,000 people are employed in
BioPharma companiesin Ireland, with 90+
companies operating here. Skillswithin
biomedica science, pharmaceutical science
and other science disciplines are naturally
required to fulfil theincreasing job
opportunities. ATU Sigo isan industry
leader contributing to the research and
development of this sector to ensure Ireland

Summer University hosted by Mid Sweden
University in Sundsval Sweden thisAugust
2024.

Studentsfrom ATU Sligo, Sweden,
Germany, The Netherlands and Switzerland
will work on transdisciplinary group-based
projects. The sustainability topicsinclude
ecologica management, circular design,
gaming for the future, eectric vehiclesand
climate change. They will work together
daily to research and solve problems and
face the complex challenges around
sustainability. At the end of the two-week
summer school each group presentstheir
project findings.

We a'so ensure our modules are relevant.

Ireland is the third largest exporter of
pharmaceuticals in the world

i
1

. o

has the skilled workforce required to ensure
we remain aglobal innovative leader within
this ground-breaking industry.

Graduates from our Biomedical Science
and Pharmaceutical Science with Drug
Deve opment degrees often receive offers of
employment before their fina exams. They
are now working for major companies such
asAbbott, AbbVie, Ffizer, Eli Lily, Johnson
& Johnson, Baxter and Allergan to name a
few..

For example, thefirst proposed EU law on
the protection of soil was put forwardin
2023. Our Year 2 module Soilsand the
Environment includes |aboratory anaysis of
soil samples, fieldwork for the assessment of
soils and fieldtrips related to the sustainable
management of sails.

Soilsform anintegrd part of the
environment and areimportant in the
mitigation of climate change.
Approximately, 60% of soilsin Europe are
currently classed as unhedthy dueto
unsustainable management practices.

Of course, Sligo dso offersan array of
natural resources which makesit an idedl
location to study adegree such asthis.

Site visits and work placements for Occupational Safety and Health students

Site visits and work placements play a
vital role in our Occupational Safety and
Health degree as they ensure our students
are equipped with real-world knowledge.
Year 4 students visited Ireland West
Airport earlier thisyear. They were given
afull site tour and atalk by Bryana
Hindle, Company Secretary and H& S
Officer. They learned about aspects of
airport health and safety including
security, fire safety and the importance of
good manual handling practice for the
baggage handlers. They also heard about
the importance of sustainability in all
work environments. Netflix even required

Knock Airport to demonstrate their
sustainability credentials before they
began filming there.

Year 3 students visited AbbViein Sligo.
They were given afull tour of the facility
and atalk about how environment, health
and safety is managed on the site by
Charlene Rooney, EHS Manager, and ATU
Sligo Occupational Safety and Health
graduate. Students got to see the
manufacturing process from beginning to
end and roboticsin action. They learned
about the importance of good containment
to prevent operator exposure to chemicals
and active pharmaceutical ingredientsin

the manufacturing process.

Year 2 students visited Coca-Colain
Ballina. Students were welcomed to this
top-class facility and given an induction
by members of the EHS team, alongsidea |
tour. One of the highlights of the tour was
seeing the high levels of automation being
used in the warehouse.

A five-month paid work placement takes
place at the end of Year 3. Students
complete work placementsin avariety of
settings including within pharmaceutical
companies, local authorities,
manufacturing, construction, state
agencies and retail.
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ARTS, DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE

Arts, Design and Architecture an
especialy rewarding experience leading
to great employment prospectsin the
expanding film, TV and theatre
industries.

design studios, costume design studios, a
dance studio, computer aided design and
fabrication studios, and rehearsal spaces.
The facilities will make studying

Performing Arts at the Yeats Academy of

new €18 million creative teaching
hub with state-of-the-art
performance facilities opened at

ATU Sligo in early 2024. These include
two large black box theatres, production

: Award-winning Fine Art students
S e

Karen Keaney commended
at Interior Educators UK
Awards

Interior Architecture and Design graduate Karen
Keaney was commended at the Interior Educators
UK Awards for her thesistitled Ruin Nation.
Karen's research paper examined our relationship
with modern-day ruins from the 20th and 21st
centuries. It investigated the human empathic,
melancholic and artistic connection with derelict
and abandoned buildings, closely looking at their
value and our fascination with them.

Karen was also shortlisted for her studio project
in the IDI Graduate Awards in two categories:
Interior Design and the Use of Visualisation in
Design. Karen isthe latest in along list of Interior
Architecture and Design students and graduates
who have been recognised nationally and
internationally for their outstanding work.

Laura's work was based on the :
Boglands of Tawley, North Leitrim. :
Some of Ireland’s most respected
and accomplished artists have
featured at the awards over the
years.

The success did not stop there
with Laura aso winning the :
Ballinglen Award, whilst Samantha :
won The Dock Award. .

. FineArt students Laura Grisard,

: Samantha O’ Reilly and MariaMay
¢ Flemming were all longlisted in the
: RDSVisua Art Awards earlier this
: academic year. Laurawas then

+ shortlisted for the RDS Visual Arts
¢ Award. This meant Laurawas one

. of 15 artists exhibiting at the Irish

¢ Museum of Modern Art from

: December 2023 to March 2024.

Architecture students visit Amsterdam and Rotterdam

Architecture students and lecturers travelled to as part of awider urban study that examined the

Amsterdam and Rotterdam for their annual field unique balance struck in both cities between

trip thisyear. Thisenabled themto beimmersedin heritage preservation and contemporary

two leading European cities at the forefront in implementation. Students also visited reclaimed

modern design that address climate change. land, floating neighbourhoods and reused industrial
The week-long itinerary focussed on key learning  infrastructure for accommodation purposes, dl of

objectives including housing, resilient design, which contribute to meeting the city’s housing

climate action, modern methods of construction needs.

(MMC), urban design and transport, community Students then used these learnings to investigate

building design and use of aternative materials. similar innovative design approachesin an Irish
Students visited key cultural buildingsand spaces  context as part of their studio design projects.

David works with
major clothing brands
and music labels

Creative Design graduate David Aderogba has
worked as adesigner for major clothing brands,
music labels, artists and more. His role involves
understanding tones and moods, colour
references and a brand’s identity. Now living in
London, David is embarking on ajourney asa
creative director with his own brand.

David says he loved how Cresgtive Design in
ATU Sligo covers different areas of the creative
industry. His favourite modules were Product
Design and Visua |dentity & Branding. He feels
the projects he completed whilst studying were
always testing students’ abilities to create and
innovate, and this has ultimately moulded him
into the designer he is today.

Writing and Literature
students learn from the best

Students on our Writing and Literature degree
learn from some of the best in the business.
TWIG, afilm by lecturers Tom Weir and Marion
Quinn, was selected as the Opening Night Gala
at the 2024 Dublin International Film Festival.
TWIG isapowerful retelling of the Greek
tragedy Antigone, set in Dublin’sinner city.
Earlier this academic year lecturer Keith Hopper
launched his new book, A Door Opening: Sligo
and the Legacies of Partition. This book
comprises thirty contributions across a variety of
writing forms and genres.

L ecturer and award-winning writer Una
Mannion launched her second novel, Tell Me
What | am. Her debut novel, A Crooked Tree,
was published in 2021 and was nominated for the
An Post Irish Book Awards and the Dalkey Prize,
and won the Kate O'Brien Prize 2022. Una's
work was also featured in The New York Times
in September 2023.
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ATU St Angelas Hosting World Home
Economics Congress

he Internationa

Federation for Home

Economics (IFHE) isa
global federation which
embodies the very essence and
vaue of Home Economics,
first established in 1908, this
year the 25th IFHE World
Congress will be hosted by
National Centre of Excellence

Economicsin

for Home Economics based at
ATU St Angdas. Thethemefor
the Congressis‘Home

aTimeof

Transformation: Bridging the
Past - Charting the Future’ and
continues to highlight Home
Economics as valuable learning
for future students.
AsHome Economists,

i :
\ 323
1173 & d:
13313 ZIFHE - Congres
B - |
¥ : o3
D, de ag ead O ool of Home Economics, A S Angdla
Presa Dr Amanaa 0a ead of A
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graduates from the range of
CAO Degrees offered by ATU
St Angelas become advocates
not just in education settings
but also through research and
innovation aswell asa
community engagement.
Asboth Head of ATU St
Angelas and incoming IFHE
President, Dr Amanda McCloat

S Angelas and Pa aW\alg ead O

can continue to promote Home
Economics to students who
already have such apassion for
the subject and through their
continued learning can explore
further pathways like never
before “IFHE members are

students and professionals from

around the world who
represent academia,

community services, education,

agricultural extension,
businesses, government, health
services, among others, with a
focusin research, education
and service, working towards
improving the quality of
everyday lifefor individuals,
families and households.”

If you want to explore Home ¢

Economics through Irelands
National Centre of Excellence
at ATU St Angelas, then
consider the Bachelor of
Education (Hons) in Home
Economics and
Biology/Religious
Education/Irish or asasingle-
subject qudification. In
addition, the campus offersa
Bachelor of ArtsHome
Economics (Hons) degree with
afocuson careersin
community and health
promotion. For more, visit
www.atu.ie/stangelas

Uganda Programme Continues for ATU
St Angela’s Student Nurse

Based on the success of last
years Ugandan Study Abroad
opportunity, the project is set to
continue this July with five
student nursestravelling to
working in communities based
in the Entebbe region. With
Erasmust International
funding available, students
representing both General
Nursing and Intellectual
Disability Nursing will
collaborate with Erasmus+
partner ‘Bright Kids Uganda
(BKU). When there, hedlth
check clinicswill be delivered
at the orphanage and inclusive
schoolsfor the forgotten
children in society where sadly
adisahility is stigmatised and
canresultin kids being
abandoned on the street. The
work will also involve stocking
the schools with much needed
medicines and other supplies.
Thanksto last year's efforts,

thereisnow afull-timenurse  beengaging with the wider
and midwife employed at BKU  community through vision
and funds al'so secured two assessment clinics and

additional care support workers  Workshops on hygiene and

in the disability school.
Thisyear, the team will also

water sanitation. This
transformative experience

makes memoriesthat last a
lifetime and ATU St Angelas
wish to continue offering these
amazing opportunitiesinto
future students for many years
to come.

with some of the children based at Bright Kids Uganda school and orphanage.

If want to learn more about
our Nursing degrees, check out
General Nursing
www.atu.iefau991 or
Intellectual Disability Nursing
www.atu.ie/au992

Exploring Intellectual
Disability Nursing

Inteflectual
‘3 5'
. v
»>

disability nursingiis
based on the
principles of human
rights, equality,
person-centredness
and empowerment.
These principles
underpin the
achievement of
autonomy, active
participation,
inclusivity for the
person and the
delivery of quality
life, hedth and
socid care.
Registered Nurses
Intellectual Disability (RNID) collaborate with the
person with intellectua disability, their family,
advocates and members of the multi-professional
and multi-agency teamsto enable the person with
to live within their community.

Second year student Briana Coyne describes her
learning journey in the discipline“| have dways
been interested in a career that makes a difference
in people'slivesand | have known nurses from an
early age, so they were agreat inspiration. |
decided to study Intellectua Disability Nursing
because of the socia model approach this
discipline takes. Connecting with service usersand
their familiesin the community is much different
toaclinical setting and provides a person-centred
care to those with an intellectual disability. My
course explores all aspects of children and adults
with the lived experience of disability who often
rely on servicesthat we as student nurses
contribute to.

Thisyear my practice placement included
working out in the community and residential
settings, in ahospital medical ward, community
hospital with dementia patients, menta health
services and in aspecidised preschool which |
really enjoyed.”

Briana Coyne, BSc (Hons)
Intellectual Disability
Student Nurse,

ATU S Angelas.

Funké's Taste for Success
in Food Business

Funké Egberongbe is a graduate of the BSc (Hons)
in Nutrition, Food, and Business Management from
ATU St Angelas. Asamature student she undertook
this degree while managing abusy home with four
children aswell asrunning asmall food business
and even more remarkably, al of thisfollowed
nearly 10 years of living in Direct Provision.

Now as the proud owner of ‘ FunkéAfro-
Caribbean Restaurant’ in Sligo, she believesin
continuous development and lifelong learning - in
whatever capacity thet is, whether forma academic
learning or on the job learning. Funké says. “Being
abusiness owner, | wear so many hatsa the
restaurant such asthe Chef, HR, Accountant, and
Manager. Although juggling different roles can be
tough, what has greatly helped ismy willingnessto
learn new things and the determination to succeed”.

During her final year of her degree, shebeganto
commercialise her passion for food. As part of her
New Product Development module, Funkeé created
‘Jollof Sauce', whichisnow sold in selected
SuperVau storesand Asian stores. “ Achieving my
degree would not have been possible without the
support of my lecturerswho wereal so
encouraging and dways availableto ligen and
guide me throughout my four years of study. I'm so
thankful for the entire support system at ATU St
Angelas”

Interested in exciting career opportunitiesin the
food sector? Check out www.atu.ie/au989
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Sligo: A vibrant town with

stunning surroundings

Fwom sushi, vegan and tapasto
exican, Italian and Thai, Sligo's
thriving culinary scene ensures
there is something to suit every taste and
budget. There are nightlife optionsfor
every mood, so whether you arelooking
for atraditional Irish pub or atrendy
cocktail bar, alive music venue or an
energetic nightclub, you will find it here.
A ten-screen cinemahas dl the latest
blockbusters whilst The Hawk’s Well
Thesatre, The Model and The Factory host

-~

adiverserange of arts and entertainment
weekly. For the shopping enthusiat,
independent shops are nestled in between
popular high street brands, catering for
everything from clothesto computers and
vintage to vinyl. Famousfor its
connection to W.B. Yeats, Sligoisaso
hometo arange of literary and cultura
options.

World class beaches at Strandhill and
Rosses Point or the tranquil beauty of
Lough Gill, provide the perfect placeto

get away fromit al. Sligo'srurd
landscape includes the world-famous
Benbulben Mountain, the Queen Maeve
trail on Knocknarea, woodland walks
such as Hazelwood and Slish Wood,
megdlithic sSitesin Carrowked, the
beautiful wilderness of the Ox Mountains
and so much more.

Sligo has some of
Ireland’s most
affordable student
accommodation

The cost of student accommodation in Sligo ismuch
more affordable than many of Irdland’s other university
towns and cities, with thisdso reflected in the cost of
living. There are severd purpose-built sudent villagesin
Sligo, al within easy access of both campuses. Some
student villages offer alaundry service, whilst others
have smart TV’s and free Netflix.

Digs accommodation is popular with students moving
away from homefor thefirst time, asthey livewitha
local family. Additionally, thereisarange of private
apartments and houses available for students who prefer
to live with friends. While most students chooseto reside
close to campus, some opt for the vibrant atmosphere of
Sligo town centre or the picturesque surroundings of
Strandhill and Rosses Point.

Pleasevidt the ATU Sligo Students' Union website
www.atussu.ie for more information on the
accommodation options available or emall
support@atussu.ie for assistance with your
accommodation search.

Sligo Events
CALENDAR

Below is just a taste of the variety of events
and festivals which take place in Sligo.

Strandhill Peoples M ar ket
Sligo Farmers M ar ket

So Funny Comedy Festival
St. Patricks Day Parade
Hazelwood Fun Run

Wild Roots Festival

Wild Atlantic Shanty Festival
Sligo County Fleadh

Cairde Sligo Arts Festival
Mirror World Sailing Championships
Sligo Jazz Project

Sligo Rally Stages

Black Pig Festival

Sligo Pride Festival
Hagstravaganza

Yeats I nter national Summer School
WarriorsRun

Sligo Baroque Festival

Sligo Live

ATU Halloween Haunting
Spilt Milk Festival
Christmas Markets

Weekly
Weekly
February
March
April
June
June
June
July

July

July

July
July
August
August
August
August
September
Octaober
October
November
December
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ATU CLUBS & SOCIET
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\Iini ng aclub or society isa
reat way to meet people with
imilar interests, try out
something new or pursue your
passion. We encourage students to
join at least one club or society, and
with ahuge variety to choose from,
ATU has something for everyone.
We have a huge selection of clubs
and societies to choose from. These
cover everything from frishee to
fine art and music to motorsport.
Also, new clubs and societies are
formed every year which means
you can even start your own.
University lifeis more than just
study. It isalso about having fun
and making friends. Clubs and
societies play abig rolein this.
Joining one can often be the start of
anew passion or alifelong
friendship. Clubs and societies days
are held across our campuses early
in the university year. Thisisan
opportunity to sign up to as many of
them asyou like.
ATU subsidise clubs and societies
so that they are free, as are most of
the activitiesthey offer.

E-Sport Society

What doesyour club do? E-sports
isaspecid branch of digital gaming
which plays competitively,
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commonly for rewardsin
tournaments, region-wide or world-
widetitles.

Whoisit for? Thissociety isa
spaceif you're looking for digital
gaming in any way.

How often do you meet? Twicea
week. Both online and on campus,
normally with on campus meet ups
being something casual for trying
new things.

How much do memberspay? Itis
completely free.

ChessClub

What doesyour club do? We meet
up together to play chess, learn
chessand socialise. Our players
have all improved their knowledge
of chess. We also hold chess
tournamentsin the university.
Whoisit for? Anyone interested in
chess, no matter what level they
play at.

How often do you meet? Twice a
week.

How much do memberspay? Itis
completely free.

Tea Society

What doesyour society do? The
aim of the Tea Society isto provide
aspace for students to hang out and
chat over a hot beverage. Sweet

Below arejust some of the Clubsand

Societiesin ATU

Soccer
Surf

American Football
Archery

Athletics
Badminton
Basketball

Boxing

Chess

Cricket

Diving

Equestrian

GAA

Golf Dance
Handball Debate
Karate DJ
Kayaking Drama
Motor sport

M ountaineering
Rowing

Rugby

Volleyball

Bushcr aft

Fashion

Swimming
Table Tennis

Ag Science

Animation
Astronomy

Cheerleading
Chrigtian Union

Frisbee
Games
GoKarting
Harry Potter
International
Law

LGBTQ+
Literature
Mature

Musc
Neurodiver sty
Palitics
Robotics

Rock Climbing
Skate

Environmental Tea
Eurovison

Vegan

Photographic

*Clubs and Societies available will vary acrossindividual campuses

treats are a so on the agenda.
Whoiisit for? The society is open
to everyone. Some people may find
it challenging to get involved with a
sports club or special interest
society, so thisisthe perfect
solution.

How often do you meet? Once or
twice aweek.

How much do memberspay? The
Tea Society isfree.

Agricultural Science Society
What doesyour club do? Theaim
of the society isto bring agricultural
science students or any student with
aninterest in agriculture closer
together through meetings, events,

~
=~

trips, a charity ball and much more.
Whoisit for? Anyoneinterested in
Agriculture - farmers or not!

How often do you meet? Once a
month

How much do memberspay? Itis
free.

Harry Potter Society

What doesyour club do? We meset
regularly to chat and share al things
on Harry Potter. We plan lots of
exciting eventslike a Sorting Hat
Ceremony, Annua Christmas Yule
Ball, Harry Potter movie and book
days, Harry Potter themed activity
days and lots more.

Whoiisit for? Anyone with alove

and interest for Harry Potter.

How often do you meet? Oncea
week.

How much do memberspay? It's
free.

I nter national Society

What doesyour club do? Theaim
of the society isto get to know the
different cultureswe havein
university, go on amazing trips and
play lots of fun games.

Whoisit for? A society where
everyoneiswelcome.

How often do you meet? At least
once aweek.

How much do memberspay? Itis
completely free
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ATU Donegal Athletes Shine at IUAA
Outdoor Champlonshlps

The Mary Peter’s Track in
Belfast witnessed an
impressive display of
athleticism during the [UAA
Outdoor Championships on
April 5th and 6th, 2024, where
ATU Donega athletes
showcased their talent. Seven
athletes from ATU Donegal
took centre stage over the two-
day event, leaving their mark
on various disciplines.

Qisin Thompson emerged as
astandout performer, clinching
second placein the Long Jump
with aremarkable leap of
6.89m. Notably, thisjump
marked a personal best for
Thompson, who has been
honing hisskillsin athletics
since the age of seven,
representing the Finn Valley
clubin Donegal.

Shelson Nyoni demonstrated
versatility by competing in
multiple events, including the

200m sprint and triple jump,
where he secured a
commendable 6th place.
Additionally, Nyoni played a
pivotal roleinthe ATU 4 x
100m relay team, contributing
to their silver medd finish.

Qisin Toye showcased his
endurance and determination
by qualifying for the final of
thefiercely competitive 1500m
race, ultimately finishing in 6th
place overdll.

Johnson Banguraand Eoin
Mc Kennaexhibited
commendable performancesin
their respective events,
narrowly missing out on their
personal bestsin the 100m and
800m races.

Among the female
contingent, Aoife Giles
impressed in the weight for
distance event, securing a
respectable 4th place finish.
Meanwhile, Orla Neely

displayed her skillsin both the
discusand javelin
competitions, contributing to
ATU Donegal'soveral
presence at the championships.
The collective efforts of
these athletes not only brought
glory to ATU Donegal but aso

underscored the talent and
dedication prevalent in the

region's athletic community. As

they continue to strive for
excellence, their performances
serve as an inspiration for
aspiring athletes across
Donega and beyond.

ATU Sligo crowned 2024 Moynihan Cup champions

Moynihan Cup.

TheATU Sligo Ladies Gadlic Football team made sure
lightning did not strike twice as they won the 2024

Having lost the 2023 final by asingle point, they madeno -
mistake thistime around and defeated MIC Limerick 1-10to :
1-08 in the decider. With the findists evenly matched on
paper, it was no surprise that neither team managed to :
develop adecisive lead throughout the contest. However, the :
ATU Sligo Ladies kept their composure until thevery endto @
ensure atwo-point victory. :

Therewere severd big individua performances on the :
day and throughout the competition. The team, comprised of  :
players from counties around the country, was captained by
Donegd’s Roisin Rodgers. :

They booked their placein thefinal followinga4-7t0 1-6  :
semi-fina victory over SETU Waterford. Both gameswere &
played as part of the Ladies HEC third-level championships
weekend hosted by MTU Cork.

Happy Camper Hurling Tournament at ATU Donegal

ATU Donegal recently hosted
their annua Happy Camper
Hurling Tournament &t the
Letterkenny Campus. Local
clubsincluding St Eunans,
L etterkenny Gaels, Setanta, and
MacCumhaillsjoined the
University team for athrilling
series of matches. The
tournament featured ten intense
group games, with standout
moments such asthefiery 2-2
draw between St Eunans and
Setanta. The seeding for the
finas came down to the wire,
with MacCumhaills narrowly
defeating ATU Donegal and
Setanta triumphing over
L etterkenny Gaelsto secure
spotsintheA fina. Meanwhile,
ATU Donegal clashed with St
Eunansin the Shield decider.
Inthe B fina, ATU Donegd

faced off againgt St Eunansina
closely contested match that
saw theteams neck and neck
throughout. Despite St Eunans
appearing to clinch victory in
the closing moments, ATU
managed alast-second god to
level the score. Sudden death
extratime ensued, and St
Eunans ultimately secured the
win with awell-executed goal.

TheA Fina saw Setanta
taking on MacCumhaillsina
tensefirg-haf dominated by
strong defensive play. Setanta
broke the deadlock with a
crucia god, while
MacCumhaills struggled to
convert their opportunities. In
the closing moments, Setanta
sedled their victory with two
quick goals, securing the
tournament title.

The event was made possible
thanks to the participation of al
the clubs and the support of
sponsor 'The Happy Camper
Creedough'. Specia thanks
were a0 extended to referees
Noel Mullaney and James

Connorsfor their contributions
to the successful evening of
hurling.

For further information on
ATU Donega Sports Teams,
contact Michael Murphy, Head
of Sport, ATU Donegdl

ATU Galway's Annual
Sports BaII & Awards

ATU Galway hosted their annua Sports Ball &
Awardsin the Clayton Hotel thisApril, recognising
individua and team achievements and
performances following a successful sporting yesr.
Students, staff and coaches were joined by ATU
President, Dr OrlaFlynn; alongside specid guest,
former Gaway Footbal Player and Manager,
Kevin Walsh.

The evening commenced with the presentation
of the Club Person of the Year awards, each voted
for by individual competitive clubsat ATU
Gaway. Winners were honoured with unique ATU
Gaway All Star Jerseys. Eventually, the spotlight
turned to the ATU Gaway Team of the Year,
awarded to the triumphant Fresher Hurling team.
Wrapping up the ceremony was the prestigious
ATU Galway Sports Personality of the Year
accolade, bestowed upon Athletics and Soccer club
member Ben Edeh.

Catherine Grier, A
Remarkable Footballer

Catherine Grier,
aremarkable
footballer and
ATU Donegd
Agriculture
student,
represented
Irdland in the
World Desf
Futsal
Championships
heldin Sao
Paulo, Brazil in
November
where 16
countries
participated
from acrossthe
glaobe.

The Irish Deaf Women's Futsal Team had been
drawn with Japan, England and Kenyain Group B
of the World Desf Futsal Championships.
Although the Irish Deaf Futsal team didn’t win it
was agreat achievement for Ireland.

Catherine was born with profound nerve
deafness, she defied barriers and played acrucial
role for her teams, Bonagee United, Irish Deaf
Women's Futsal Team, ATU Donegd . Her cochlear
implant, installed in 2021, allowed her to hear
soundsfor thefirst time.

It's heartwarming to see her inspiring journey
and the support she receives from her teammates!

ATU Alumni to
represent Ireland at
Paris 2024 Olympics

Lauren Cadden

ATU Alumni Lauren Cadden and Dean Clancy will
both represent Ireland at the 2024 Summer
Olympic Gameswhich are being held in Paris,
France.

Lauren, who studied the BSc (Hons) in Hedlth
Science and Physica Activity during her timein
ATU Sligo, is part of the Women's 4x400m relay
sguad heading to Paris. They booked their place at
the Olympicsfollowing an impressive national
record-breaking run at the World Athletics Relays
in Nassau, the Bahamas.

Dean defeated Italian Gianluigi Maangaby a
unanimous decision at the European Gamesin
Poland last year, and with that secured his place at
the games. Theformer ATU Sligo Applied Sport
with Business student will competein the Men's
63.5kg (lightweight) category. Dean was aso
selected as one of the two Team Ireland athletes
who unveiled the bespoke Opening Ceremony
wear designed by Laura \Weber.

Sligo A.C athlete Lauren and Sean McDermott
BC boxer Dean will both take part in severa
training camps over the coming weeks asthey step
up their preparations for the Olympic Games which
begin on Jduly 26th.

Excellence, securing anarrow 3-point win. -,
: Despite subsequent losses on the road = -
+ againg UCD and Ulster University, they

pinnacle of university ladies Gadlic football.

: despite acommendable performance marred
: by alatered card and two conceded goalsin
: thefina minutes.

¢ utilisation of the dlite athlete’sgym,

. overseen by the esteemed Strength and

:+ Conditioning expert, Paul Fisher, whose
¢ expertise significantly contributed to the
: team'simprovement and preparation.

¢ time of 53.38s. In the process, Lauren broke
+ multiple Olympian Karen Shinkens' record
¢ which had stood since 1999. Alix claimed

¢ gold in the 400m Hurdles and Caoimhe

+ finished with abronze medal in the Triple

: Jump. Another ATU Sligo student, Claire

+ Kennedy, narrowly missed out on ameda

: after finishing 4th in the Hammer Throw.

i exhilarating victory againg ATU

¢ Athlone.

own goal fromATU Sligo
+ contributed to ATU Donegal's

and Jason Devenney found the net
+ for ATU Sligointheinitid period.

: disadvantagein the second half,
¢ duetoasending off, ATU

withstand ATU Sligo's pressure
: and securethe coveted title.

! testament to their decication and
: effort to see out thewin and lift
! theshidd.
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Resilience and Triumph: ATU Donegal’s Journey
. in University Ladies Gaelic Football

TU Donegd’sjourney in Divison 2
: commenced with athrilling victory

againgt TCD1 at the Centre of
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took pridein their ability to compete at the

+  Intheir championship opener against g ™

: UCD, they narrowly fell short by 2 points. A - S L | e
¢ subsequent clash against Munster Lo, F;-w"’ FinTrl "‘Tr :inTrU rlnTrL_ FinTr
: Technologica University Kerry a the Mayo Sy, B ‘ =
: Centre of Excellence ended in defest, K as ' ‘ |

Integra to theteams' progresswasthe

J
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Despite the challenges faced, they
emerged from the season with heads held
high, having fiercely contested every match
and upheld their fighting spirit.

served astheir esteemed captain. Her rolein
the team's success last year, clinching both
the league and championship titles, cannot
Lauren Martin, hailing from Glenfin, be overdtated.

Medals for Athletics trlo at IUAA Champlonshlps

¢ ATU Sligo athletes Lauren Cadden, Cacimhe
: McDonagh and Alix Joyce all returned home
+ with medals following a successful weekend
. at the 2024 Irish UniversitiesAthletics

+ Association (IJUAA) Track and Field

+ Championships. Over 550 athletes from 21

: universities competed across two full days of
: competition at the Mary Peterstrack in

. Belfast.

Lauren won gold in the Women's 400m in a

ATU Donegal Clinches CUFAI Eustace Shield Victory in
: Thrilling Final Showdown

: ATU Donega Men's soccer team
: triumphed inthe CUFAI Eustace

Shidd Find. Theteam displayed
resilience and clinched an

Sligowith a3-2 scorelinein
ATU Donegd’s Thomas
Doherty netted twice while an
lead at halftime. Conor Campbell
Despite playing with anumerical

Donegal’s side managed to

It was aremarkablefeat and a
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ATU athletes showcased their
prowess a the Irish
University Athletics Outdoor
Championshipsheld at Mary Peters
Track, Belfast in April. Over two
days of intense competition, both the
men’s and women's teams displayed
stellar performances, securing a
commendable place on the leader
board among Ireland's top
universities, just afew points shy of
5th place. Team results set anew
Championship Best Performance
Record for ATU, igniting awave of
pride among its athletes,

Notable highlights from the event
include ATU Sports Scholars Ben
Edeh, Sport and Exercise Science,
clinching silver inthe 400min atime
of 48.60s, and Reakwon Lucciano,
Computing in Software
Development, securing bronzein the
200min atime of 22.49s. In addition,
the Men's Relay squad seized silver
inthe 4x100m relay in atime of
42.62s, showcasing ATU's depth and
talent across various disciplines.

ATU Mayo Dominates Karate Intervarsity's:
A Tale of Friendship and Triumph

Theannual Karate Intervarsity
event showcased the pinnacle of
collegiate martid artstalent,
drawing fighters from acrossthe
idand to viefor the coveted title of
Intervarsity Champion.

The Women'’s Senior Open
category saw ahistoric show down
asthe spatlight fell on two
formidable competitors from ATU
Mayo: Tirna Connors, aseasoned
Year 4 Nursing student, and
Lauren Rowsome, arisng star in
Year 3 of theApplied Socid Care
programme. Despite their close
friendship across three years of
training, once on the mats, the
spirit of competition reigned
supreme.

Asthe battle unfolded, Tirnas

ATU Sligo win soccer’s Lydon Cup

The ATU Sligo Women's soccer team claimed the 2024
CUFAI Lydon Cup thanksto a6-3 victory over University
of Limerick in the final which was held in Maynooth.
Trailing 2-0 at halftime, ATU Sligo put in ascintillating
second haf display to run out comfortable winnersin the

end.

Team captain Emma Doherty scored a hat-trick and was
named Player of the Match. Also on target for ATU Sligo

wasAaife Galanagh, Erin Coyle and
ensure the contest was never in doubt
celebrations at the full-time whistle.

Thisnationd titleisthe latest in aseries of successesfor
the team. They won the Division 1 title and O’ Regan Cup
in 2023, gaining promotion to the top tier of third-level

football in Irdland in the process.

ATU SPORT

ATU Galway Athletes Shine at Irish
University Athletlcs Champlonshlps

wesdlth of experience, including
national titles, representative fights
for Ireland, and aWorld Youth
Championship medal, proved
decisive. Though Lauren proved to
be astrong opponent in her first
Intervargity final, Tirnas mastery
and muscle memory secured her
victory. For Tirna, whose
aspirations for international glory
were thwarted by Covid-related
disruptions and then the conflict in
Ukraine; the upcoming European
University Gamesin Hungary offer
achanceto fulfill her dreams. With
preparations aready underway,
Tirnaaimsto cap off her university
career with atriumphant display on
theinternational stage, proudly
representing ATU Mayo.

CiaraHenry to
and spark wild

ATU Sligo Students win
Team Kumite Gold

ATU Sligo students L ucas Thornton and Aaron
McClout won Team Kumite gold at the All-
Ireland Karate Intervarsity Competition 2024.
Lucas and Aaron partnered with Queen's
University Belfast student Kieran Doogle for the
team competition.

The Karate Intervarsity was co-hosted by ATU
Gaway and University of Galway. Lucasisalso
an ATU Sports Scholarship recipient.

Westport's Pool Prodigy:
Daniel Feehan

ATU Gaway Sports Scholar and Westport native,
Danid Feehan, is currently navigating the corridors
of academiawhile exceling in the billiards arena
The Bachelor of Business (Hons) student isno
stranger to success. From the pul sating atmosphere
of All-Ireland showdownsto the prestige of the
European Championships and the globa spectacle
of the World Championships, Daniel has|eft an
indelible mark, representing Ireland with
distinction. Amongst his myriad achievements, in
June 2017 a15-year-old Daniel played apivotal
rolein the U18 Irish team's historic victory over
England A in the World Championship final.

Thisyear a Iredlands Pool Intervarsity'sheld in
Bdfast, Daniel won the A Championship
individuals competition, beating University of
Limerick inthefinal, 6-0 and with the ATU Pool
team, won the plate section beating SETU'SA
team.
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Continued Success for
ATU Sligo Swimmers

ATU Sligo swimmers Anthony Maher, Dara
Ronan, Niall McGeown and Conall Bradshaw
competed at several intervarsity competitions this
academic year, winning a number of medalsin
the process.

At the Swim Inter-Varsities in Cork, Anthony
won silver in the 50m freestyle and Niall secured
bronze in the 100m individual medley, whilst
Darawon silver in the 100m individual medley
and bronze in the 50m butterfly. The team also
finished fifth overall at the event.

Daraand Niall aso represented ATU Sligo on
the Irish University Swim Team which competed
at the Swansea Aquatics Mest in early May.

The quartet have a so enjoyed success with
their local swimming clubs over the past year,
winning medals at competitionsincluding the
Irish Summer National Championships and
Connacht Short Course Championships.

Boxing Titles for ATU Sligo
and ATU St Angela’s
Students

Dearbhla Rooney, Cliona D’ Arcy and Anthony
Maher al claimed gold at the Irish Athletic Third-
Level Boxing Association (IATBA)

Championships which were held at the National
Stadium in Dublin over two weekends in March.
Cliona, who studies Home Economics and Irish in
ATU St Angelas, boxes out of the Tobair Pheadair
Boxing Club in Galway and won gold in the Elite
Senior 82kg category. ATU Sligo students
Dearbhla and Anthony both box out of the Sean
McDermott Boxing Club in Leitrim. Dearbhlais
studying Health Science and Physical Activity
and won the Elite Senior 60kg national title,
whilst Law and Business student Anthony won
gold in the Junior Novice 81kg category.

: wavesin both academicsand

¢ AFL. Having attended Coléiste
: Dunlascaighin Cahir, sheis

+ now studying aBSc (Hons) in
: Education (Design, Graphics

+ and Congtruction) at ATU

: Connemara

¢ Abby showcases her versatility

.+ asaGadlic Footbdl player with
+ Cahir, Tag Rugby enthusiast

¢ withthe Knightsin Limerick,

¢+ and AFL competitor with the

: Cork Vikingsin Cork. Notably,

: sheplayswith the International

: Women's Open Tag Rugby

¢+ Team and the International AFL
: team, thelrish Banshees.

¢ in2022in Cork; following a

: dintin U18s Munster rugby,

+ Noonan's determination and

: sKill swiftly earned her aspot on
¢ thelrish AFL team. With

+ remarkable achievements under
: her belt, indluding two

:  European titles and numerous

: league victories, Noonan's most
¢ cherished moment iswhen she

¢ won her first European Cup in Tag Rugby tournament in
: Croatiaat just 18 yearsold. Limerick and bringing home a Noonan advisesfinding a

¢ Noonan dsofindstimeto
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Tipperary, ismaking

Engaging in multiple sports,

Her journey into AFL began

Despite her busy schedule, silver medd. Reflecting on her balance between sports and

All-Ireland

T T——

In athrilling showdown, ATU Galway

clinched the Fresher B Hurling Al
Ireland Championship title after an

intense battle against University Ulster,
Jordanstown. The showdown, held in
the GAA Nationa Centrein March, saw

experience, sheemphasisesthe  academics, highlighting the
: represent ATU Galway, recently ~ welcoming atmosphere and importance of both pursuits.
+ competing in the Intervarsity camaraderie within the team. With her remarkable

For aspiring student-athl etes,

AFL Success for Abby Noonan

: bby Noonan, originating
: from Cahir in County

achievements and insightful
advice, Abby looks forward to
her next tournament with the
Irish Bansheesin Toronto,
Canadafor the transatlantic Cup
thisAugust.

ATU Galway emerging victoriouswith  and Laois, showcased exceptional skill
acommanding final score of 5-20 to and teamwork throughout the
University Ulster Jordanstown's 0-16. tournament.

The ATU Galway team, comprised of Their hard work and dedication paid
talented players hailing from GAA off, earning them the prestigious
clubs across Galway, Offaly, Westmeath  championship title.
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TU Alumni Nicole Fowley and

Cliodhna Maloney played their
Apart as Ireland qualified for the
2025 Women’s Rugby World Cup.

In the first game on the final day of
the 2024 Women’s Six Nations, Wales
narrowly beat Italy 22-20. This result
meant victory over Scotland later the
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ATU Sports Scholarship applications are open

The ATU Sports Scholarship
programme provides supports
to talented student athletes to
recognise their need to
balance both sporting and
academic commitments. Our
sports scholarships include
financial benefits of up to
€3,000 per annum. Non-
financial benefits include free
or reduced rate access to
sports facilities, access to
sports science supports, free
sports scholarship gear plus
lots more.

ATU Sports Scholarships
are awarded across a wide
variety of team and individual
sports. No matter what your
chosen sport is, if you think
you could be eligible, then we
encourage you to apply. The
next application closing date
is Monday, June 5th.

For more information or to
apply, please go to
atu.ie/sports-scholarship

ATU SPORT ¢

Ireland qualify for the 2025
Women’s Rugby World Cup
with help from ATU Alumni -
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same day would secure Ireland’s place  the process.

at the 2025 World Cup. Out Half Nicole, who hails from
Ireland duly delivered the required Sligo, plays her club rugby with
result with a tense 15-12 win over Connacht, whilst Galway native

Scotland in Belfast. Cliodhna chipped  Cliodhna plays for the Exeter Chiefs as
in with a try as the team finished third ~ a Hooker. Nicole and Cliodhna both

in the 2024 Women’s Six Nations table  studied the BBs (Hons) in Sport with
and booked their place in the finals in Business during their time in ATU Sligo.
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ATU Donegal's Sean Gallagher
Competes in Intense All Ireland
3 3rd Level Cycling
Champlonshlps

UCD hosted the All-Ireland third level Cycling Criterium
Championships at Corkagh Park's track in Dublin. ATU
Donegal student Sean Gallagher competed for the first time on
behalf of the university. Unlike traditional road circuits, crit
racing demands quick bursts due to its short, twisty track.

The race commenced at 10 am and lasted over an hour, with
an intense pace averaging at 53km/h. Despite his best efforts,
Sean’s plans to control the race without teammates proved
challenging. Eventually, a breakaway group of five, including
UCD and UCC riders, emerged.

In a thrilling sprint finish, Luke Smith from UCC claimed
victory, with last year's winner Liam Crowley from UCD
securing second place. While the outcome wasn't as planned,
Sean hopes for a stronger presence next year remain high,
aiming for increased teammate participation to bolster chances
of success.

2024 HEC Rising Star Award
Winners
. I

\ P

Six ATU Sligo Ladies Gaelic Football players received 2024
HEC Rising Star Awards recently. Roisin Rodgers, Dearbhaile
Lynch, Ellen O’Donoghue, Niamh Boyle, Orla Hennessy and
Rebecca Higgins were rewarded following their outstanding
displays for the ATU Sligo Ladies Gaelic Football team who
won the 2024 Moynihan Cup. The awards presentation took
place on Friday 22nd of March in the Bonnington Hotel,
Dublin.



